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DireQing the firſt howy to enter 3 


into the Marriage Eſtate : And the 
other how to demeane themſclves in the 
Chriſtian dilcbarge of all ſuch ducics ss that 
Eftate vf lite biads them to, that God 
may have Glory, the "Church Edi. 
fication, and thetnſclves and 
Families, preſenc and t4- 
_ turg Comfort, _ 


$j! RC, \HÞ=4 V1 7h ot 
Tending much (by the blefling of God) 
b,4 to a through Reformation of all the 
+ Enoxraucics of theſe evill Times, 
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yery Choicely beloved Children, 
Samnel, eM:betabel, and Anne Hilder, 
the yearning Bowels,and Rowling Aﬀe- 


Qions of your tender- hearted Father,wiſherh 
the happineſſe of all ſaving. grace in this 
life,and Eccrnall glory in the life 
ro come,rthrough Jeſus Chiiſt 

our Loid, | 


Right dearely beloved Children, 


SRI He Great God of Heaven and 
{ Earth, who is wiſdome it 
lelfe, and all perfeRtions, did 
not thinke fit to beſtow you 
on me as the fruit: of my 

Re 2%, Youth, and the Quinteſſence 
of my ſtrength : But in my Old Age,and when 
I was a diy ſtick he made me Bud, Bloome 
Bloſſomes, and bring forth ſuch pleatant Al- 
monds as indeed you are. Your bodies are ve- 
ry deare to me, I deſire your ſoules may be 
much more precious- The preſervation of 
your Naturall lives is my duty to take cfre af. 
ter, ina way of ſubordination to God But 
the ſeeking of the good of your foules (as an 
Ioftrument under God) in this life in the (tate 
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 Tohis highly Eſteemed, and 
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ef grace, and as the way leading to glory and 
blitle hereafter is that which I am bound to re- 
gard in a more ſingular an4 ſpeciall manner. | 
My deare hearts, 1 defire Naturall Aﬀe&tion | 
may not fo far carry me forth towards you : as|# 
{pirituall and Ardent defires tranſpprt me with | 
much cnlargedneſſe of heart and fpirit to ſecke |} 
the rcall good both of your Bodjes and Soules | 
to all Eternity through free grace in Jeſus|* 
Chriſt. 1t 1s 1aid, Iſrael loved Joſeph more|# 
than all his Children, becauſe he was the Son |# 
of his old Age, and he made him a-Coat of ma- | 
ny colours, Gez.37.3. Now, if becauſe Joſeph |3 
was the Son of his Fathers old Age was 2|% 
o09d Argument to [ſrael ro love bim with |# 
fuch alarge love; Then (for onght I koow) I |F 
am not to be blamed if I manifeſt my love ro j# 
you in an extranidinary manner, baving the |# 
| ſame reaſon for it as veforeexprelt, True nt is, |# 
ll { cannot rloath you with Garments of many |# 
| co:0urs,(1 muane 13 213ich and coſtly manner) | 
| | yer 1] dctire toblefle the Lord that not one of |F 
| | | you hith:r:0 have known want ; Ah.my fouleſÞ 
% centres You may be hike the Kings Daughter, | 


| 

| TP{ami 45.13. Even all glorious within, thac q 
ll your heztts pjay be beautthed with ſaving [6 
| g:ace, and cloatted with the Righteouineile | 
of Jelvs Chriſt, My deare Children, I cannot [# 
ut lovke pon you as poore fatherlefle baves; | 
for dai tletic the time of my departing 1s at? 
aznd, ( io fer ascan be thought 1n all proo3':1:t- | 
| tr; for | have the {enterce of death within '# 
| Me, 1 finding Nature {pending and waſting |# 
| apace,'z | 
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J his death : So 1 deſire (yet not as baving a fpi- 
A rit of Prediction, as //aac had, Ger.29.4.) to 
1 blefſe you before I dye, v:z. to communicate 
7 ſome Countellto you from the Word of God, 
©|\2that you in following the fame may be both 
21 blefſed here, and for ever. Now herein I ſhall 
*| proceed (by the Lords aſſiſtance) for the ge- 
Z|nerall in a ſententiall way, defiring you to 
”| make them the matter o” your Meditations, 
[that ſo they may be amplified and enlarged in 
2] your ownthovughts. (My dearly beloved ones) 
©] led mein the firſt place lay to you, and to every. 
Z| oneof you as David ſaid to his Son Solomon, 
3} 1 Chron.28.9, My Children know you the 
Z | God of your Fathers, and ſerve him with per- 
©|#| feR heatts, and with williopg minds : This 1s 
© | your daty in generall. But to come to ſome 
= | particulars (yet in an abſtraRive way:) Take 
| | them as followetb, that is,labour to make God 
| |the objeR of your love, and the chicfe of all 
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peace, and divers ſymptomes of ſhort life ;\ 
Therefore as //axc defired to bleſs Eſan before | 


your defires, Pſal.53.25. {bid.y1.23. Aſarke 
t 2,30. Seeke to have the feare of God con- 
tinually in your hearts, Pſa/ns.86,11.P/al:34 9. 
but be carefull that it be filiall and Child-like, 
( not ſervileand flaviſh.} Remember your 
Creator in the daies of your youth, Eccl, 12,1. 
Begin your ſpiritual] Race betimes, Pſa-63.1. 
Prov,8.17. And {iriveto hold ont tothe end, 
t Cor. 9.24. ark, 13.13. Mind your own 
mortality, Heb.9.27. [oh.9.4. Pſal.6.5, Put 


| not oft working in Gods Vineyard till the Ele- 
| venth 
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venth houre, Aſar.20,6. Your Sun may et at 


Noone;{as ſpoken in another caſe,) Amos 8.9, 


Rice all knowne truths, Fob. 13. 17- Hold 


waies waking, Cant.5.2. for the Times are 


T#t.I.13, And ſtability in them, x 71.4.1. 


18.7, 1Co7.10.32, Shun all occaſions of fin- 


torth the power of godlinefle in your lives, |, 
I Cor. 4.20. 2 Tim 3.5, Keep your hearts al- |! 


evill, Eph.5.16. Labour for ſound principles, | 


James 5.8, 2 Pet.1.12, Study to be quiet, and |" 
to do your own buſineſle, x T heſ.4.12. Keepe|| 
within the limits of your Callings, x Cor, 7424 |: 
Labour to be approved to God, 2 Cor. 10. w/c. |! 
Palle not for the judgement of men, 1 Cor. 443. || 
Yet beware of giving juſt offence to any, fat, | 


ning, Prov.5.8, Gal.5.13, Abſtaine from all | 
appearance of evill, 1 Theſ.5.2 2. De not think | 
you can be too ſtrickt in a holy life, ' Ep/. 5.15. |. 
But alwaies walke by a jalt Rule, Gal. 6. 16. |: 
Be upright 1n heart:bate bypocriſie, P/c26. 1,2. | 
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Impreve all your Talents to the glory of God, |: | 
Xat.25.20, Mind the account you mult paſs, | 
for you are but ſtewards, L«k,16.2. Forget not} 
the day of Judgement, Eccl.11.9.Chap.12.ult.|” 
AMat.12.38. Be very (tri& in the obſervation | 
of the Sabbath,  Exog. 28, 10, 11. 1ſ4.56.2.| 
(hap. 58. 13. Prize the mcanes of grace, |: 
Pſal. 119, 70,97. Frequent the Aſſembly |; 
ef the Saints, Hebrewes 12. 25. But mis+|. 
ſtake not the Sheepfold, Carr.1.28., Labour to |- 
live a life of faith againſt, and above ſenſe, |: 
Gal.2.10. Hab.2.4.Chap.3.17,18. Labour for | 
an humble ſpirit, Micah 6.8. James 4.6. Pra-|: 
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1eh.1.47. Follow not a multitude to datevill, 
Ex04.23.2, Be not partakers of other- mers 
' fins; keep your {elves pu, 1 Tim.g.22. Be» 
; ware of diverſity of op3nons, and divers Do-> 
; Arines, Heb.13.9:1 Tim. 41,2, Rom. 16. Cha. 
17.18, 2 T:9,463,4 For theſe various waies 
' are but meere tigments and fruits' of Addle 
: braines,thongh varniſhed with fome' fplendent 
gilt of holinets, and denominated New Lights, 
' and Divine Revelations, | {ay beware of thele, 
for they are but the Devill peeping with a 
white Vizard to coverthis all-filthy- and defor- 
med face; [tand upon your wateh-Tower,look 
out tharply leſt you'beled away by the error of 
the Wicked, 2 Per. 2.17.My deare Children,la- 
bour to arme your (clves againlt the croking 
Frogs of thele laſt and worlt times; you are 
borne in an houre of Te mptation.you had great 


which that you may do, you muft follow the 
Counſellof Chr1it that js,you malt daily ſearch 
the Scriptuics, /e/n5.59, Imitate allo the 
example of the Berears, who would not be- 
lieve Pazl and Sy/as, untill by ſearching the 
Scriptures they found. the truthof what they 
delivered, Ads 17 11. And the Holy Ghoſt 
commends and honours them for the ſame; 
and this duty God did command, his people ct 
Old, 1/a.8.20. Leane not on your own under- 
ſtanding, Pre.3.5, Be not tigh minded, but 
| cher thinks .11.20, Let kin(\aith the Apolile) 
that thinketh he ftandeth take heed leſt be fall, 
1 Cor.40.12. For there is a Way that teemeth 

b | right, 


| 


need to labour to trie the ipirits, 1 Toh.c.r. |: 
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right, but the end thereof -are the waies of 


him, Caxc.$.5., You are fafc if Chrilt put forth 
bis hand to you 18 your times of danger, as he 
did to Peter, Mat. 14.31. Erdcavour to keepe 
a good conſcience in your whole lite, 4&- 23: 
I. Which willbe to you a continuall teal, Pre. 
15.15 ( ſothe Geneva Tranſlation renders it) 
Theretore hearken unto the Checks and Ad- 
monitiens of it. Sympathize with the Churcb 
and every particular Mem+er thercin in the 
times of Afflition, Neb. 1.1, 2,3,4. A105 G. 
6. Kow,12.15. Spend much time in the peru- 
fall of Oithodoxe Writers, both Ancient and 


the Old and New Teltament)y ou thall find the 
molt glorious beames and arates of hight and 


truth fbjoing from them, to enlighten you in 
the way of tiuth, and to heat and quicken your 
AﬀcGions to walke in the way that is called 
Holy. I even beicech you to Jabour to gaine, 
ang to maintaine in your d:are hearts an Inva- 
luable and :;ncomparable efiecinc of thele Au» 
thois here mentioned, and !uc4 as they, (Who 
are indeed all Reverend ad found Divines, 


( and 1n particular tis bocy' of Divinity, ) 
Dr PreSton, Dr S:bbs, Mr Neholas Byfiela, 
Mr Kobert Bou'ton, Vir Jeremy, and Mr Dani- 
el Dike, Nir S;monds on tbe caſe and cure of a 
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death, Prov.16.25. Beware of ether mens fins| * 
and pupiſhments, /«*dg.4,7, Still walke with]. 
God as Enoch 901d, Gen.5.24. Graſpe taſt hold 

on Chriſt as the Church did, and leane upon| | 


Mogerne;for next urto the Sctiptures (in both] ' 


viz, Mr Perkins, Biſhop Hall, B:ilkop Uſher, | 
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| deſerted ſoule, Mr Sm:th on the Great Aſlize, 
' and Kr/inws on the Sum of Chriſtian Reli- 
| gion,#c. 

But on the contrary, take notice it is your 
' duty, both to God and your own fſoules, to la- 
, bour to abhor, with a kind of infinite deteſtati- 
on, all hereticall and ichiſmaticall, ( yea ) all 
fanaticall and whimficall Pamphlets, Treaties, 
; and their Authors, how [pecious ſoever Fron- 
tiſpieces and delading Titles be. for all tuch are 
but the Devils Factors, Agents, and Engins to 
ſeduce and poylon the judgements of poore 
ignorant foules, that they may 1un with a full 
careere to the pit ot hell, to the high diſhonour 
of God, and their own inevitable deſtruction 
both of body and lovle, unleile infinite mercy 
prevent ; thele Vermine ace like the Locults, 
Rev.g.7,8. it not the fame, who have Crowns 


'lke GclJ, [not Gold though they gliſter) taces 


like men, and haire like women, but tecth like 


| Lions, Thele are Clouds without water, &c. 


and wandrirg ltars, &c. Jude 12,13. Theſe are 
they whole words fret likea Canker,z 7 99.2, 
16,17. Thele trouvic- Coaſts you may know 
them vy their fruit,they (till oppugne the faith- 
tull Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſpit cue of 
their black mouths many opprodrious, fate, 
and diabolicall calumnations againſt them, 


' (out their tongues and pens can be no ſlanders 


to them, nor calt them out of the hearts | rhe 

reall godly party, )that thereby chey may heave 

them out of the Miniltry, and make rooime for 

their uncall'd and ungitted traternity to poſlets 
b 2 
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their places if they can bring their curſed de- 
ſignes to paſle ; and by this helliſh meanes 
hinder the propagation of the Golpell, and 
Goſpell Ordinances, and fo foylt in their owne 
hell-bdred inventions. Theſe ( my deare Chil- 
dren) are ſuch nontenſicail ]J2noramus's, a::d 
to full of blockith (tupidity, that they are many 
degrees wotlſe than thoſe Babel: builders, Gen. 
$1. from ver.t. tothe end of ver.8. For they 
did deſilt from their worke of confuſion when 
God had confounded their Language : But 
theie Impoltors, though the Lord have divided 
their tongues ( and to tarh anſwered the Pro- 
phet Davids Imprecation, Pſa.5 5.9. /that they 
ipeak not the ſame things:yea,and their hearts 
too, . that they walks in contradictory wates 
one from the other, ( and all from the Rule ot 
eruth; ) yet molt pertinaciouſly with browes of 
brafle they proceed to bring paultry traſh, and 
filtby Rubbiſh to patch up their tottering 
{truQare (founded on the fand } to be a tabita- 
tion for doletull Creatures, c.[ſa-13.21.And 
for (ſuch as the Holy Gholt inentions 1nRev.18. 
2. But downe muſt their Chaos go, ar.7. 
26,27. And al: their vile plants mult be pluck's 
up, ſat.15.13. But to conclude this particu- 
lar, theſe Sons of Belzal are talſe Metcors,and 
cat mctamorphote a reall Saintinto a Devill, 
and a Devill incarnate into a Saint. Thele per- 
{ons are good Arithmeticians,tor they arg well 
vers'd1nthe rules of Addition and SubltraRi- 


on, ( nay, and in the black art of Detracion| 


tooz) and whether they are acute both in the 
Theory 
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[1201 Tim.6.8, Heb.13.5, Inall your Afflici- 
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Theory and PraRtique part of Diviſion or not, 
let all moralized men, much moret eall Chriſti- | 
ans judge. Theſe perſons can, and do put dark 
nefle for light, and light for darkneſle, &c. In 
one word,theiraime is to extinguith the power 
of godlineſſe, and to procure liberty for all li- 
centiouſnefſe, which God prevent. But to pro- 
ceed onward: Set not your AﬀcAtions on 
things beneath, but on things aboye, Co/.3, 2, 
For the love of the world, and worldly things 
is an enemy both to God and your owa ſoules, 
lames 4-4. 1 T:m.6.9,10. But caſt your ſelves 
(in the ute of lawfull mcanes ) upon God for 
all outward things, for he careth for you, 
1 Pet. 5.7. And be content to be at his allow- 
ance,and with your prelent condition, Phil. 4. 


ons exerciſe much patience, Pra.24.19. [ames 
5.10, Heb.12.1,2, Yet be much in Prayerfor 
deliverance, Pſal.50.15.- Alto mind for this 
purpole the Title immediately before Pſ#, 102. 
( As touching your duties to your Parents | 
omit the hinting at them here, but refer you to 
that part of the enſuing Treatiſe, where there 
is ſomething ſpoken more at large of them.) 
Deale uprightly and jultly with all men, as in 
the preſence of God, x Theſi4.6, And as you 
wou'd have others dcale with you fo dealc |. 
with all men, Mat.7.12. You mult prefer the 
good and lafety of Church and State before 
your owne,this may be deduced from the Meſ- 
tage Mordecai lent to Queen Heſter when (he 
was fearfull to put forth her ſelte for the (afety | 
b 3 of 
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2 SAW 3. 27, cAlmnon deflowtrs T amar the 
- Ts liter 


of the Jewes in their extreame exigency ,' 
Heſt.q. the latter part of v r. 14. Row.12.11,| 
Not ſloathfaull to do {ervice (tor (o the Geneva | 
hath it.) Now my deare Children, I beſcech | 
you in the Name of God ( and I hope your 
heavenly Father ) to labour to maintaine the | 
lite and heate of love. unity, Amity, ſweet Ac- 
cord and Concord bet weene yourſelves. Con- 
ſider for th:s purpole, that it isa ſpeciall duty 
God requires of you all to be performed each 


to other, 1 Per.3.8., And the Lord hates and | 


abominates ſuch as ſow diſcord between Bre- 
thren, Pro.6. ver.16. compared with ver. 19. 
Gen. 45-24. And well worth your oblervation | 
for your encouragement to pertorma this duty | 
here urged, is that which the Spirit of God | 
laies downe, Pſal. 133. 1. Behold (laiththe; 
Pſalmill) bow good and how pie :ſzant ut ts for 
Brethren to awell together in ©mty ; winch 1n, 
the remaining vertes 1s amplitted by two! 
choice ſimilitudes, and with a comfortable 
concluſion. Nature hath Characterizcd this to - 
ſtrongly upoa the hearts of Men, that fone 
have taken revenge upon {uch as have done, 
wrons to Brethren or Silters. Simeon and Le- 
vi flew all the Inhabitants of a whole City| 
tor the wrong that Shechem the ſon of Hamor 
had done to their Silter Dinah, Gen.34.25,26,' | 
27.31. Gracon put Zebah and Zalmunna to! 
death tor their flaying his Brethren, Ju4g.8$. | 
19,21. Abner (1:r_ Aſahel the Brother of 
Foub, 2 Same 2423 but Joab {layes Aber for it, 
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Now thele things (my dcare Children) I men- 
tion, not to put you up2n ſuch courſes, far they 
were As of murther in thoſe that did them, 
and that jon a hfgh degree, and you havenotr, 
nor cannot bave any warrant to do ſuch vile 
things ; all youcan do 1n fuch cates is to go to 
God by prayer,and to the Civill Magiſtrate by 
complaint for the ſecurity of each one of you. 
But I make uſe of theſe Inſtances to convince 
you, that if you love not one another you fin 
even againſt Nature, how much more then 
againſt God, AnJ truly, you fin alſo againit 
your felves, for by uabrotherly breaches you 
weaken your owne (trength; The uniting 
of Brethren and Siſters together by leve 
fortifies them againlt the danger ot oppo- 
fitions. The earth will with more caſe (twal- 
low up one ſingle drop of water than many 
drops and buckets-full met together in one, A 
threetold Cord isnot quickly broken, Fcel. 4. 
I 2, Moſt excellent to this purpole is the (tory 
of the old dying man, who having many Chil. 
dren, and de(iting they mrght be all uniced to- 
gether 1n love, he was ambitious to leave fom- 
thing upon their hearts and ſpirits as an 1m- 
preſſion not cafily co be forgotten, but that 
might remaine for the end betorefaid ; Who 
having them all preſent before him, cals for a 
(heafe of Arrowes, which when brought he 
gives to divers of his Children a ſingle Arrow 
and bidsthem break them, which with great 


filter of Abſalom,2 Sam. 13.14: but Ab/alows | 
did caule him to lole his life tor 1t, vey. 28, 29, 
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\ things are juit, - whatſoever thiugs are pure, 


oak they did : But then he takes all the relt of! 


them and with a cord be binds them in on | | 


bundle, 20d then bids them breake them ifthey ! 
could, which they aflaying to co could not 10 
much, as denJd them, Then he applies himlelfe 
tothem by way of counlell, and tels them, that 
if they were divided one from another in affe- 
Aion they would expoſe themlclves to ruive x 
But if they were all firmely conjoyn'd toge- 
ther as one, they might be avle topreſerve 
themlclves,and one another. (Ah) my deare 


- 
2 
[ S 
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might have but one beart, and one fuule 1n re- 
lation one to another, tha: thereby God might 


hearts, it is the defire and prayer of -your poore , 1 
Father for you unto tlie Blelſcd, and for! 

ever bleſſed Trinity , who are three in Per-| | 
ſons, and but one 1a Eſſencr, that you all} : 


be gloritied, others «dified, and your tclves tor 


Jar duties you owe unto Gad, to his- Church, | 
ad to your own foules and Loudies. Now to: 
all the advice I hzve given you in particular, [ 

(hall in che Apolties owie words adde this in 
general], only changing rhe Appellation ; Fi- 
nally my ChiJdren, whativever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honelt, whatſoever 


whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; It there be any vers 


Tues and it there be any pialle, thinke on theſe 
things; 


———— A ——————. 


ever comforted by your mmualllove,and tweet | 2 
deportment one to aiother. | 2 

Thus,n.y much endeared Children, I have ; 
laboured to give you an Epitome of particu-, | 
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{things ; And the God of peace ſhall be with 
{ you, Phi1.4.8, andthe latter end of ver.g. 


— 
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vinced that it is the duty of a Father to ſeeke 
{ the compleat happinefle of his Children, both 
{ Internall and Externall, and though chiefly the 
; | good of their toules, 1n relation to a better life: 


| acts in this Terreftiall World, LI cannot 
[therefore omit, in order to your well-being 
| here, tocommunicate unto you ſome adviſe,in 
4 Marriage, if the Lord be pleated to bring you 
# to ſuch a time for ſeaſonableneſſe, and to give 
| you opportunities to embrace the iamez Let 


F# in that eſtate, you may reckon to beone of the 


Adviſe to bis Children, 


| 
Now my deare Children, becauſe I am con- 


| 
| 
Yet in a ſecond place, the goud allo of their 


\ bodies, and their outward comfortable enjoy- 


reference to the change of your conditions by 


me tell you, that for you to enjoy meet helpers 


ti } greatelt outward favours that God doth be- 
| 4 ttow on his Children to tweeten their condi- 
' } tion. other wile mixt with divers Atflictions in 
-| Fertuslite. Bur in the ditcaarge of this laſt duty 
| } Lthall be very concite, becaule you may meet 
| I with variety of directions this way 13 the en- 
' I ſning lines,and body of the diicourle,all which 
| 1 belcech you to mind 1n your reading of them, 
| and muci more in your praQtice in walking up 
| # cothem; but I thail here take the liberty to 
| }] adde ingenerall thisone thing, (742.) That jt 
$| is a Rule, Cale, and Maxime in Divinity, that 
#| whatlocver Action any one is call'd to per- 
forme, which is of high coacernment, (clpe- 
'] cial:y to Gods gloty, } an relates to the good | 


* of 
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[age Eſtate is an Action of the ſame nature be- 


i of man, and but once ( inprobabilicy) to be ri 


done in his whole life, and which being doneſſco 
is unalterable, and remaines like the Laws of pi 
' the Medes and Perfoans, Dan.5.8,12, Thereis)\ni 
required more than ordinary caution and cir-jþl; 
cumſpeRion in the undertaking and managingle 
of the ſame. New the cntcing inro the Marri-Fah 


fore exprelt ; nay, to ſpeake properly,it is thu 
Acion, and none but it that fully anſwers theK 
deicription beforeſaid : And ib fo, then jadgef 
you what fingular care ſhonld fill your heartsÞ 
and heads when you mind Marriage, and uleÞ 

the meanes conducible for that end. EF; 

Deare hearts, I cannot but thinke it nece(*' 

iary to acquaint you concerning this poore! 
piece enimung, which is denominated Corju-F 
gall Counſel, that the Or:ginall Copy ot i 
was compil'd fixe and twenty yeares ſince} 
which bejvg then brought into a compendiousF 
way, (and truly it is little more now ) I didF 
prelent it, not only to very intelligible private} 
Chriſtians, but to three very Orthodoxe Di-! 

vines for their Approbation of it, (it beingFt 
then in my intentions to make it pulique,)! 
which approbation of theirs I had, and coan-} 
{ell from one of them to print the Booke, who! 
did alſo put me in a faire way to accomplithJ tc 
the (ame. and it had been extant,but that thoſe? 
times did obſtruct it, fince which time it hath; 
laine even as dead and buried; But (my choite-! 
ly beloved ones, ) Now God having (in the! 
riches of his grace) deltowed you on me,(WhoF 


are 


_ 


Adviſe to his Children, 


arc as deare to me as my own ſoule, ) what 
Zcould I do lefle than ſeeke your compleat hap- 
Epineſſe? And I apprehendiog this poore work 
is/Snight contribut a ſmall mite thereto ( by the 
Þleſſing of God) I could not be ſo unjuſt to 
LKdetaine it from you, Truly, (next the ſeeking 
Pte glory of God ) I have chiefly for your 
fakes made it ebvious to publike view; I muſt 
Fconfeſle, the good of all poore ſoules | delireto 
prize ; and if any receive benefit by this my 
Epoore paines, I deſire to take it as a very large 
Fengagement to my poore ſonle to praile the 
ELord for his infinite goodnefle and grace here- 
Fin; Further I muſt acquarnt you, that I havein 
ſome things altered this from the firſt Copy, 
and I hope it is not for the worſt, but for the 
ju-Fbetter ; And now my poore hearts, on whom 
t 1tÞcan I fo propertly beſtow it as on you, who are 
ce;Þ bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh? I 
o85F bave two ipeciall reaſons, amongſt many, to 
d1dF write this Epiſtle Dedicatory to you: Firft,to 
ateF manifelt my Cordjall love to your ſoules. Se- 
Di-Þ condly, that bereby I may oblige you to en- 
ingF dcare it the more, and to make it your Rule to 
©,/4 walke by. 

N-3 Now if either you or any others ſhould 


'hoY marvell I ſhould make my ſelfeſo pupiller as | 


1hJ to make uſe of your names at the beginning, 
oicy and my owne at theend of this Epiſtle - And 
abY ſecondly, that I ſhould affix my Effigies at the 
le-Y Front of this Booke, to both ſhall give a can- 
hey did anſwer. But firſt I muſt cell you, that it 
ho; | Was not tO gaine popular applauſe , for fir, 
re know 


| 
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, know nothing in it that can advance ſo courſe 


an end. Secondly, I do profeſſe I defire with 
my foule to abominate all popularity ; I can 
' with much comfort averrethat my ſincere de- 
figne is to avoid it, for nothing 1s more contra- 
ry to my mind than to ſet ſo much zs halie a 
foot on the itage of this world. But to give 
you a bricfe, 'bat reall poſitive anſwer of the 
firlt, It was that it might take the deeper, and 
more kindly impretſion on the hearts of you 
my poore Children, that you may looke on all 
contained doth ijnthis Epiltle,and in the Trea- 
tile as the Countlell of vour own deare Father, 
That you may lay, this Counaſell, thele direti- 
ons, theſe reproofes,c. were direed to us 
from our Fathcr, and they were all evidences 
that we were deare to him, and we plainely 
ſee he loved our poore (oules, which I hope 
{oy the grace of God ) will be to you as aſpur 
to quicken you to practice all. But for my Eth- 
gies, I have delired that ſhould ſtand in the 
place beforefaid, to be a meanes to prelerve 
the memory of my icliz alwates freſh upon 
your hearts who are my Childrea, For I am 


not aſhamed to confefle ( if it were before all 
tie world) that Tdelire my Children 1n yeares 
ito come (1f God ive it good) may be able to| 
'take notice What kind of man their Father] 
\wasevenin perſon; I carenot who bury me 
:jn oblivion fo my. Childiten donot ; But thele 
things being only circumſtantials, let them 
paſſe without more ſaid to them. 
Now it you ( my deare Children, ) or any 
: other 


\ 


J Adviſe ro bu Children 


other ſhould be unſatished 1n relation to the, 
uncouth Method of the following direRions 
in reference to the duties of Superiours and 
TIaferiours each to others, it being contrary to 
the order, not only of. the way of all Elaborate 
Writers on ſuch a Subje&, but a'fo to the way 
of the Holy Gholt, to lay down the duties of 


Syperiours 1n the fi{t-place, and then of Infe- | 


riours. I deſire to paſſe this account fof it; You 
may be pleaſed to mind what is my chiefe 
aime inthe foreſaid diſcourſe, Tiuly, 1t 1s to 
provoke ſuch as defire to enter into the Marri- 
age cliate, not only to mind their Cail unto 
the {ame, and to jnforme them in the way 
they mult walke in, and the meanes they mult 
uſe tending to atchievivg their defires,but alſo 
to put them upon an earnelt endeavour to be 
acquainted with the duties that their confſcien- 
ccs will then be bound to the performance of; 
Now it is Cleare'y necellary,that every Chrilti- 
an man ſhould firit learne what his own duties 
are that he may diicharge them ; and thenthe 
duties of others, that within: his place and 
Calling he mult teach, and (tir them up to per- 
formethe ſame, Thew that reacheFF another, 
teacheſt thou rot thy ſelfe? Rom.2421, He that 


J reproveth another had-need to be unreptova- 


ble,our Szvicur teacheth as much, 7ar.7 3. 
Much endeared Children, you cannot but 

remember that I have acquainted you, that 1 

cannot but conceive my abode here with 


| you ys ſhort, ano I may truly lay, my deſire br 


to depart this lite and to be with Chit, which 
for 


—_ a 


af” ſd - = pms. 4 ap 5 ere es, 


| The Authors P Serhal] c 


———— 


| 


for me is beſt of all, yet to remaine in the fleſt 
is more profitable for you, Phil.1.23,24. But 
however the Lord be plealed to deale with mt 
I bepe your Mother will diſcharge her duti 
toward you both for ſoule and body,. and wi 
endeavour to walke before you in good exam 
ples, and that may prove to you all matter of 
joy and fingular comfort. 

But you my deare Son, I mult here take the 
liberty to tell you, /and I eannot do leffe,) that 


[youare deſcended from the Loynes of a mo 


choice and precious Mother .( who by divine 
providence loſt her naturall life in being i 
meanes to bring you forth to hve in thi 
World.) Truly, I might here dip a gold 
Pen in Odoriferous Oyle, and therewith write 
an Encomium of her, both of herlife, and of 
her death. She was indeed a Aargarer by 
Name, and much more by ſweetnefle of Na: 
ture ; But above all, by the ſuper-abundant 
grace of God toward her, and in her, ſhe 
was of a molt tranicendent, exemplary, and 
holy life. She did (through the grace of God) 
walke {weetly with her Saviour in all pio 
waijes; ſhe did hizhly prize the meanes of 
grace ; She did reaily hold forth the power of 
godlineſſe in an nnblameable Converſation; 
She was frequent 18 ſecret prayer ; and let me 
tell you. (to your comfort } (the hath lodg'd in 
the boſlome of God ( by the aſliitance of the 
Holy Spirit, and in the Mediation of her deare 
Saviour) many an ardent and moſt atteftio-FY 
nate prayer for your poore ſoule while ſhe 
Was 


4" Adviſe to hu Children. 
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Ml was here in the fleſh; which I doubt not but 
J the Lord will returne antwer of ( through his 
I free grace ) upon your head and heart, upon 


your body and upon your (foule. She was full 
of the overflowings of love to her molt un- 
worthy (yet much endeared) Confort, She 


was of a very peaceable and amiable life to- 


ward all perſons. She did live much in a 
little time; And as ſhe was of an cxa& life 
(in compariſon of moſt,) ſo through the infi- 
nite grace of God ) ſhe ended her daies in the 


i peace of a goed coricience, and did enjoy 
g peace with God which paſſeth noderltanding, | 


Phil. 4.7. Pſates. 37. 37, God gave her the 


white (tone, and therein the new Name 


written, which none knew but her {elfe who 


© received it, Rev.2.17. She was fall of hea- 


venly Raptures, and Divine manifeſtations 
cf the love of God to her ſoule on her death- 
bed. She went not ont by death like the ſnuffe- 


Þf of a ltinking Candle, leaving an ill ſavour be- 
F bind, but ike Juniper, or the choicelt ſweet 
g Perfumes. Dyed Abney as x foole ? 2 Same3. 


33- No. Or dyed this precious Chriſtian as 
a Daughter of Belial? No. ( The thoughts 
tlreot in the leaſt meaſure is to be abhorr'd 


;} with a kind of infinite deteſtation ;) it may 


be truly affirmed, that ſhe lived like a Saint, 
and dyed like a Daughter of the moſt High 
Ged, To her to live was Chriſt, and her 
death was her gaine, Phil.1,21. And to her 


-Finfinite gaine ſhe hath found it, for ſhe doth 


now relt inthe bolome of her ſweet and pre» 
cious 


— 


{metuch an opportunity as this, to atteſt before 
all the World the reall juper- eminency of ſuch 


1 
; 


that though many Daughters have done ver-i 


| corrnptions, 1#de ver.23.And God doth know} | 
| bs 
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cious Saviour, and ſhall to all Eternity, I dare 
got fay,many Daughters have'done vertuouſly, | - 
and that this glorious Saint hath excell'd them 
all, Pro,31-29, But this I will be bold to fay; 


tuouſly, yet that not one of them did ever 
excell her. I could do no lefle than preſent you 
my deare Son. with the knowledge of thele 
things, doth for your Imitation, and Conlola- 
tion. And lince Divine providence hath given 


a Saint,to nearely related to you my Son,much 
more to me, I darſt not omit it; cettainely it 
the Righteous ſhould be had in! everlalting re- 
membrance, Pſa.12.6. it muſt be then as much 

my duty to endeavour it as the duty of any; 
Nay more my duty,in reference to this glorihi 
ed foul, than the duty of any other ia the worls. 

My very deare and choicely beloved Chil- 
dren, I have been fomewhat Iooger 1n thi 
Epiltle Dedicatory than | intended at the firſt, 
but the (treogth of my AﬀeRions to your louis 
hath carried me forth inthis way. Truly, the 
good of thole precious foules of yours I deſire 
to leck as the good of my own, I know to my 
criefe and ſorrow that there hath been a world 
of evill intuſed into your whole man by, and 
from me. ( Oj that God would honour me in 
making me au mitrument_uader his bleſſed 


tclte of plucking you out of the mire of your 
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tbat in all thetc lines 1 have had an aime, a 


> F 


| 


|| contribute ſomething this way. But to draw 
 ttoward a cloſe let me ſay ( in ſome ſeoſe ) as 


'nothing in ſympathizing and condoling your 


" Adviſe tba Children. 


very ardent defires and fincere endeayours to 


Solomon, Prev.22,20 I have written to you 
excellent things in Counſell and Knowledge, 
yet not as they flow from me, ( tor out of me 
who am but an empty and darke creature can 
no ſuch things come, ) but as God hath enabled 
me (through his grace ) to gather them toge+ 
ther as lo many precious flowers ſpringing in 
the Garden of his own word. Deare hearts, 
it is faid of Abe/, that whilſt he # dead he jet 
"x = ney 1.4.(Ah) let me tell you, that 
y theſe lines of mine I ſhall ſpeake to you 
when I thal}]}ave no cares to heare you, -nor 
eyes to ſec you. Now I beſeech you for the 
Lords fake, and for your precious foules ſake, 
that you would {\criouſly mind what I have 
preſented toyou, and be carefull to pratice 
the fame, and whatſoever elle the Lord ſhall 
'be pleaſed to provide for your inſtruction to | 
further youin a holy life ; for elſe let me platn- 
ly tellyou,that theie eyes of mine ſhall ſee you, 
and theſe earesof mitie (hall bear you atrajgn- 
led, ſentenced, and condemned at the Bar of 
| Gods Tribunall Seat to everlaſting perdition 
' from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
plory of his power, 2 Theſ.1.9. And then I 
(hall want anheart to mourn over you. And yet| 
if not only my ſelfe, but men and Angels 
ſhoutd melt away vy teares of ſorrow unto 


molt exceeding tad 2nd dolorous conditions, it 
A . could 
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could not contribute to caſe you of ſo much as 
| one ſigh, ſob.groane,or cry unto Eternity.(Ab) 
, my poore ſoule, ſhall it ever be {aid that 1 have 
begotten Children to be made Companions 
for Devils. (4h, Deare God I beſeech thee 
for the Lord ] clus Chriſts ſake forbid it.) But|f 
I ble God | hope better things of you ( my|# 
{weet Children, ) and ſuch as concerne falva*|} 
tion, though I thus ſpeake, Heb.6.g. Orclle 1 
ſhould go mow1ning, and powring forth flouds|# 
of falt teares unto my groanes, and never in| 
this world fee one happy day more- But if the|| 
Lord ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to adde a {pan|f 
of time to my daies here, I truſt he will give 
me a2 tender heart towards you, and that|} 
(through his abundant grace) I ſhall labour to | 
improve time, gitts, and opportunities,to ſeek| | 
by all meanes ( and in ſpectall by humble ad-|F 
drefles, and earneſt prayers to the God of all|| 
grace to give you all all-ſaving grace ) your|| 
reall Tranquillity, and true {elicity here, (and|F 
ſo grant ine to fee reall and royall demonſtra-|j 
tions of his free grace upon,and in your ſoules, || 
diſcovering on your hearts, and in your lives||# 
the ſpots of his Children, Dexr.32.5,) And 
your Eternall happineſle and bliſſe in-the life] 
to come, in, through, and for the only merits| 
of Jcfus Chriſt your blefied, and for ever bleſ-| | 
ſed Saviour. Now uno him who ts able tokeep|| 
you from falling, and to preſent you fanltleſſe be-|| 
fore the preſence of hu glory with exceeding joy; 
To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and 
| 99) Dominion and Power, now ana Fs 
nae 
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| Adviſe to hu Children. 
Inde 24,25-verſes. Thus my deare, ſweet, and 
ve || Precious Children I take my leave of you in 
ns|||this kind, and Subſcribe my ſelfe what I am, 

[| and deſire to remaine (by the grace of God)to 
5] the cad of my lite, (viz.) 


ur|f 
} 4 Tour deare,tender-bearted and 


—_ moſt Aﬀettionate Farber 


beſk yo ta love andſerve you, 


Tromas Hitvpes. 


reno IRS 


| 
To the much Honoured and 


[Eminently Vertuous Lady, the 
Lady .4nne Sakvil,ſome years ſince 
Wife and Religious Conſort of Sir The- 
mas Sacku;ll ot Selſcombe in $uſjev, Knight of 
the Honourable Order of he Bath, the 
unworthy Author witheth all Happt. 
neſs Excern:ll, ſme-nall, and 
Etergall, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Loid, 


Madain, 


He Subject} matter upon which 
the Genius of this Diſcourſe 


(0420238-22208 


SOX doth ſpend it ſelfe, w ( within 
Z20/® very fcw dates) of as great 
i= *I Antiquity as Time u ſelfe, 
FaB SR, Gen.z. 24. compared with 
{ Chap. 1.27. and ſhall continue till the extirpa- 
[111n of Time againe in this Terreſtiall World, 
5 Luke 17.26,27,30. Very conſp:caons it (bleſ- | 
© ſed be God ) that on thug T7 heame there are 
| many Learned and Elabora'e Treatiſes now, and 
of long time ſinceExtant unto all which thi may 


ſerve only as a darke coloxr to ſet them forth the | 


more [lluſtriouſly, And truly, but upon the 
maine conſixeration, expreſt in the other Deai-| 
catory Epiftle, this ſhoul4 have been ſlifl: 4 as | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


an Abortive Child, never to have ſeen the Sun 
Bmt (ince Divine Providence will have it expe 
ſed to open view (and that in a Criticall Age, ) 
My defire hath bee to take a faithfull witneſſ 
(infead of Witneſſes) to Record. Yet to denc- 
minate it by ſome other name thaw Maher-fhal-i 
al-haſh-baz, 1ſa.$.2,3. : 

Madam, 1 _—_— Jour Ladiſhip to excuſe! 
my boldneſs in making uſe of your Name for the 
end before himed at, 1 am able to aſſirme it ai] 
atrath, that I have wot thus done in a rafh and} 
inconſiderate way, but upon adviſed and ma. 
ture deliberation, and ſerrous conſideration ; tw 
motives I ſhall make bold to inſert, which hav? 
been prevalent with me this way viz, © 

Firſt, that by long and comfortable exp: ris, 
ence 1 have found in your Ladiſhip both the 
Theory and Prattique part of Religion, The 
forme and power of Godlinefſe, Orthodex Prin« 
Ciples in relation to faith, and zealous endea| 


Truly, 1 have great ground and confidence (and) 
de therefore believe ) that God bath been ples 
ſod to honoxr your Ladiſhip in keepimg your! 
heart upright with him, and keeping yow from| 
deviating from the Rule of truth both in fauh| 
and life m this houre of Temptation which #| 
core npon all, ſe on your ſelfe, to try you whes) 
they you are Gold, yea, refined Gold, or impure, 
filthy, and abominable drofſe, or not, 1 Pet. 1.7. 
Dowbtileſſe Madam, you are none of them thi) 
Spirit peaketh expreſlyof, 1 Tim.q«-1. 1t « of 
| moſt choice expreſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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wours to walke up to them in holineſſe of life} | 


Lake | 


— —— 


Sun 


xpe 
44) 
ve ( 
en10- 


nal. 


The Eviſile Dedicatory. 
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Luke 5-ult.( which by way of alluſion t00 1 defire 
to make wſe of, ( and | aw confidem may be ap= 


plicable ro your Lad:hp,) No man ( ſath be) 


having drunke Old Wine (traight way defi- 
reth to drinke New : for he ſaith, the Old is 


better. 
Madam, It ts well known unto, and confeſt by 
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intended. And that by drwnkenneſſe, targering, 
and vomiting, the itoſticated braines of falſe 
Prophezs, Heretiqnes, and Seducers are pointed 
ont, 11a.28.7 8, Chap.29.9,10, 4h donbileſſe 
ſhould God plague the drankards of this Nation, 
both in 4 corporall and ſpirituall ſence, there are 
(and that of the laiter ſort) more than a good 
many woxld ye under the laſh of Divine ven- 
geance ; but is Gods patience their priviledge ? 
Yea, it is ſoif well improv'd: elſe none at all. 
2 Pet.2 1,2,3. Traty, there are many of theſe 
perſons, who do not o:ly paddle at the Swine, 
Trowgh, but ſwill till they ſwell, and th: n vcmii 
out their filth to the diſhonour of God, and the 
detr1ent of many poore ignorant ſoules. 
Madam, theſe are bad ( andiherefore ſad } 
Times ; For real! Chriſtians (cvery where ) may 
too too palpably ſes many formerly ſeeming tall 
and well rootedCedars green and flouriſhing now 
blown up by the roots, all their fruit & leaves 
blaſted, withered, and fallen off, and nothing re» 


maining but vaine Notions, and high ſwolne 


| | conceits (not for want of Ignorance) ſuch as the 


5. What Agur alſo 


Em 


Prophet ſpeakes of, Ta.6s5. 
A 


4 ſp:akes, 


the Learned, that in Scripture-langwage that by | 
Wine and flrong drinke many times Errours are 
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| 
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The Epiſte Dedicaory. | 


| 


Exper 16N- 


tia docet, |; exalt rhemſelves to high places, Partiality, Uns 


| 


| char the old Engliſh Puruans do abhor ſuch | 


ſpeakes, Prov.30 12. w worth onr obſervation ; | 
neither muſt we forger what Jude affirmes in | 
verſe 19. of his Epiſtle. 

AM adam, there are ſome are ſo impudent as to' 
averre that none do ſo muth hate the Power of | 


well obſerved by the moſt imtellgible that their 
tongues can ſlander no man.) But it 5s atrath. 


power of Godlineſſe as too many of theſe men 


hold forth, which 1 eminen'ly raken notrce of to 


aprſtatizirge 


be Pride, Malice, Selfe- Imereſt, Defignes ro 


charitable 6:nſuing ſuch as are more unblame- 
able than ther;ſel ves, and ſalhion:ng themſelves 
according 10 this world, buh in ant:que attire 
and manners,&C. 

But if any ſay to me a5 the Lawyer did to our 
Lord and Savimur, Luk.11 45.1 will not anſwer, 


' 45 Chriſt did 46. yer let him that readeth con- | 
| ider tt, ( as Chriſt alſo ſaid in another caſe, Mat. | 


24-15.) Buz thu 1 will ſay, the Lord pr-nt | 
them ſound Convittion, and through Converſti- \ 
60, the frumu of which us newvreſſe of heart and. 
life, and then donbileſſe all that are the reall god-| 
ly party will give them not o0»ly the right hand | 
of fellowſhip, Gal.2.9 but alſo their veryhearts/ 
and ſoules for the Goſpell ſake. Ah, what need; 
have all ChriSti1ns to tabour for kumility and 


ſelfe-drmall, and to watke cloſe with God accar| 
ding ts Dime preſcriptions, which will be a\ 


= y ! 
very choſe and cfj-tiual meancs to prevent i 


Afaiam, | 


— —— 


Goalmeſſe as the old Engliſh Puritan, (but t «| # 


| Aademn, Inthat God bath been pleaſed to be 
| ſo gracious to you as to keepe you from defiling 


Bd The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 


our garments by walking in by-waies; It s a 


{ very cleare demonſtration that the ground-work. 
I of jour Prof: ſion hath been laid on the Rock, of 
I Ages. And hence it ts that your ſtriutture ſtands 
' fl firme and wunſhaken in theſe ſtormy times of di- 
1 2erfty of op:nions (eſpecially in relation to fun-|. 
i damentall :ruths, (for m points meerely circum- 
1 fantial Chriſtians ought ro beare one with ano- 
1 ther, and not to be disjoyn'd in affections to each 
J other,they agreeing in the maine, And hence it 
q & mm the firſt place, that 1 have gathered up ſome 


J encomragement to preſame thus upon your Lady- 


ip by ths bold Intruſion. Bat 
Secondly, When [ weigh with my ſelfe the 


i many and ponderous favours (which ſo undeſer- 


vedly on my part) | have received (under God) 
at your Lad-ſhips hands, I ftand convinced that 
all p-ſſibl: gratuude us due from me unto you.| 
But that thts preſumption of mine may (even in 


the leaſt me.:ſure) be eſteemed of to ſuch anend 


I :t only reſts 12 yonr Ladijhips Candid Accepta- 


tion of 1t. Which Acceptation of Tonrs | moſt 
humbly beg, for without it [ am at an exceeging 
great ſtapd in this particular, 

Madam, be pleaſed therefore I beſeech you ſo 
far to deny your ſelfe a5 to caft a favourable 
aſpett yon this poore enſuing peece, which (un- 


| der God) will be ſome ſupportation to it ; for iy#n- 


ly it 15 a weake and poore Babe. But how can it 
be otherw:ſe, when the worthleſſe Author of i is, 


| "He" ; webs 6 
| 2:t 0#l full of Imbec.liny, but is weakereſſe it 


[if 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſelfe? Tet God can makg this foreſaid Babe ali 
fruitful Mother of many Childrew in this oar 
Iſrael, who may both bleſſe the Loyd for it, and || 
| for your ſelfe, worthy Madre, for accepting and ||) 
to your power Parronizing the ſame. r 

Now oxr Loyd Jeſm Chriſt himſelfe, and\\\ 
Godeven our Father which hath loved ns, and\\: 
bath given ns everlaſting Conſolation, and good|\ 
hope through Grace comfors your heart, and ||: 
eftabliſh you inevery good word, and works : || 
Thus prajeth be who 5s, : 


Madam, Your Ladiſhips humble, : 


moſt affe&ionate, and much z 
more obliged ſervant ; 


till death, 


THromas Hirpes.!: 


I mparyall and Judicious 
| READER. 


Chriſtian Friend, 


| &) s. Almighty God bath Crea- 


ted in this netbermoſt 


: World he bath been plea- 
I | ſed, in the riches of his mercy, to deale 
| | moſt liberally with man, for God hath 
| | #ot onlygiven bim a being, (as be bath 
Z |to all other Creatures, ) but alſo bath 


Mi provided all things to ſweeten, and 


| | make hit being bere very comfortable. 
| | dnd among (t variety of choice enjoy- 
| [ments he bath (;reatedfor Mana meet 
helper, which # the moſt preciou piece; 


& 22 F all the Creatures which 


of \ 


To the READER, 


IF all others. And indeed the Quin- 
tiſcence, Creame, and (rowne of all 
 Temporall felicity. Which bleſfing 
God hath united to Man, and made 
one with bim by Matrimoniall Conjun. 
ion ; And bath appointed and ſan&ti- 
fied meanes for bis entring into, and 
enjoying of this happy ( and alſo ho-| || 
nourable) Eſtate, But by reaſon of| | 
that blinaneſſe and ignorance that 15| | 
in man fince the Fall, and byreaſon of | | 
the corruption and pramvity of bis na-| | 
ture he dot) by indiref waies and 
meanes ſeeke the enjoyment of thi; 
happineſſe, yes fals not only ſhort of 
it, but implungeth himſe!f: into a dead 
ſea, and Guiph of al Croſſes, Diſ- 
comforts, troubles, yexations, Turbu-| | 
leut cares, aiHfations, and griefes of | | 
all kinds: and paſſeth thr-ugh thu 
hu Pilgrimage with plenty of teares, 
fiehs, fobs, and extreame dolorous 
complaints, With wearings yaſtings, 
; and 


o \S 


—_—_ 


| To the READER, 


a burden untill he come to be diſſolved 
into the duſt of death. Now (deare 
Criſtian) the meanes before himed at 
to enjoy the happineſs firſt mentioned, 
and to avoidthe miſeries laſt expreſs, 

theſe poore, weake, ( and perbafs con- 


# |temptible ) Lines enſuing will point 
Tout, though witha palfie hand. But 


thou muſt not defpiſe the day of ſmall 


| |things, Zach.q4.10. The leſſe of the 
| |Creature, the more of God. Gods 
| |frength i made perfett in our weak- 
| | ncſſe, 2 Cor.12.9. The excellency of 
| | power # ſtill in God, and not in w, 


2 Cor. 4.7. Thi Treatiſe was ar firſt 
intended ( next the glory of God ) 


| | wbolly for the generall good. But now 
" |in mypromulgating of it I doin a ſþe- 
| | ctall manner refle& upon my Children, 


they being intheir non-age ; But they 


| | 14ſt not, nor can they monopolize it 
| | othemſelves, but it will preſent it ſelf 


t0 


gn EIS 


— — — 


and pinings away, finding life is (elf 


| 


E 


To the ReaDzn, || 


fothy view, and tender ſome ſervice 
to thee, ifthou pleaſe to accept of it. 
( Conrteou Reader ) I can eafily be- 
lieve there will be dirvers circumſtan- 
tiall, if not ſome ſubſtamiall Errata's || 
in it, (and ſome perſons of dainty pa- ||| 
lats will ſeek to multiplie them, bethey 
wore or leſſe ( 1 know where the prick- 
ing thorne puts out, but it muſt not 
be pull dins( for it will diſturbe none 
but the gauled conſcience.) Truly, 1 
can avverre ( and God doth know it 
true )tbat during almoſt all the time 1 
was writing this out from a former 
Copy, 1 could neither ſtand, fit, or lye, 
but in very great paine, which cau- 
ſed much diſtraftion of mind. But 
gentle Reader, my Requeſt to thee th, 
that what thou findeſt good in theſe 
lines following, bleſſe the Lord for, 
Secondly live up tobe life ofit in thy 
praftice. But "what reſembles thy 
es Autbor, and ſpeakes bim in- 

digent,\f— 
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To the READER. 
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digent, not only in the (oncrete, but | 


almoſt in the Abftrafb, (and yet uo 
Hyperbole ) that 1 beſeech theeto 
make as candid a conftrution of as 


thou canſt, and ſoto caſt the mantle of 


thy love upos it» and cenſtire not, bus 
pitty and pray for him who defires to 


pray for thee, and ſhould rejoice to 


blefſe God for any benefit that may ac- 


| creW unto thee by theſe enſuing Lines, 


Farewell. 


Thine in the Lord Jeſus, 


Thomas Hirpes. 
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JF thaw defore good daies to ſte 
| 2 Here in this life 'of Ceare, 
Then ſeeke aWife that doth with thee 
The Lord deforeto feare : 
For ſhe'l endeavonr all ber daics 
That here ſhe doth remaine, 
To quicken thee in holy waiet, 
That Heaven thon maieſt attaine * 
And ſhe will ftill ambruions be, 
That thou maieit comfort find, 
And in thus life good daies mareſt ſee 
According to thy ming, 
. | But ſuch aWife 4s will regard 

Thy good ſtill as ſhe ought, 
For to be found « very hard, 
And ſeldome us ſhe ſought. 
Worldſt thos this Jewell then 6btaine, 
Worth more thanworldly Treaſure, 
And it enjoy as thy great gaine, 
And therein take mach pleaſure ? 
Then unto God pray thou alone, 
Who good Wives doth beſtow, 
Deſiring him to grve thee one 
That doth him truly know. 
For therein comfort thou mareſt have 
In midft of many loſſes, 
As thou geeſt marching to thy grave 
Leaded with outward Croſſes. 
And if the Lord this gift thee give, 
| Then highly prize the ſame, 
So long as thow one day doſt live, 
And ever praiſe his Name. 


(onjugall Counſel! - 
O R, 

Sealonable advice, both to unmar- 
' ried and married perſons, dire- 
Qing the firſt how to cnter into 
the Marriage eſtate, and the 0- 
ther, how to demeane them- 
ſelves! in the Chriſtian diſcharge 
of all ſuch duties as that eſtate 
of life binds them to; That God 
may haveglory,the Church edi 
fcation and themſelves and Fa- 
milies | preſent and future com- 
fort. 


S77 Hen the Omnipotent,Immenſe, All- 
PA powerfull, and All-glorious Je- 
hovah, had made and perfected 
that luperc minent ſtructure of the 
Celeſtiall and Terreſtriall world, 


'and all Creatures in generall contained in them, 
| Man only excepted, the Lord did then conſult 


with 


2 Conjugall Counſel, Y 
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with himſelfe (as we may ſay) about making |} 
Man jn his own Image and likeneſſe, Ges, 2.26. 
which he accordingly did (and therein ſtood] 
the compleate felicity of man in a ſpeciall and 
peculiar manner) But in a ſecond place, man 
was made glorious (though in a way of much 
ſubordination to his forefaid felicity) in that} 
God made him to be a Microcoſmus, vis. a lit- 
tle world, or a lively Embleme of what was} 
> before created, his body being Terreltriall, and} 

his ſoule (the better part) Celeſtiall (Oh bappy| 
man, had he continued 1n his Originall perfe-| 
Riovl) Wherein we may obſerve the ſingular] 
benevolence and beneticence of God to man.| 
But though thele were tranſcendent degrees of | 


mans happineſle, yet this was not all, tor God 
provides a place for mans relidence on Earth,] 
which was the moſt pleaſant and fertile of the! 
whole Creation here below {and therefore] 
might well be called Paradiſe } whereinto God 
put the man, not only to drefle the Garden, but 
to enJoy all the truit thereof, only the Tree of 
the knowledge of good and evill excepted, 
Gen.2,15,16.17 But to conſummate and com- 
pieate mans outward full and tweet enjoy ill 
ments, the Lord God refolves to-make many 
meet help, becauſe he ſaw it not good for man 
to be alone, verſe 18. which accordingly he did, 
for he made woman of a rib taken out of x 
man, verſe 22. which Adam ownet peculiarly, 
rx.23- Therefore the Lard joynes them together 
_ | in Marriage, and ſo makes them one fleih, v} | 
| 24. And then inſtitutes Marriage to be an Or-iU 
| dinance 
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dinance in bis Church to the end of the world; 
and faith, a man ſhall forfake Father and Mo- 
ther and cleave anto his Wife, for they twaine 
ſhall be one fleſh : Which Inſtitution of Mar- 
riage oar Saviour repeats in Afatth. 19. 5. 
alſo in arke 10.7. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Marriage « honowrabls among all mer, and the 
bed undefiled, H5b.13.4. From all which places 


& | there is a full confirmation, that God (and that 


in Mans Innocency ) did ordaine Matrimony, 
and that Matrimony is an holy Ordinance of 
God. | 

From which (as hath been premiſed ) jt 
doth neceſſarily follow, that they deſerve to 
lie under abundance of juſt reproofe, that ci- 
ther ſpeake contemptibly of;or any other wates 
do abaſe this holy Otdinance of the Lord ; but 
this but by the way. | 

Marriage we fay is an holy Ordinance of 
God, and ifs it were entred into according to 


Divine gjrections, and uſed in q holy manner, | 


it wade ( as we may tay ) a Heaven upon 
Earth, full of all outward joy ; Nay, an help 
(being ſanRified of God) to further us inthe 
way tothe fruition of glory in Heaven hereat- 


|ter. Bat ſince the fall of Adars from the Rate of 


Innocency, ſuch is the accurſed deprivation of 
bis Poſterity, that opt of thoſe things which 
are moſt Excellently good in themſclves, they 
will with the Spider ſuck out venomous poy- 
fon, to their owne deſtruRtion, And indeed, 


from men and womens unlawfull entring into} 
[this (otherwite bleſſcd)Rate of Life, and their| 


| | 
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Four things 
to be conſe- 
dered of be- 
fore Marrt- 
a7 


three things, very neceſſary ( if not of abſoJute 


unboly uſe of it, doth ſpring, firſt diſkonour to 
God, who did Inſtitute Marriage ; Secondly, 
acceſſarinefle to the ſin of theſe that contemne 
the Ordinance,and are afraid to enjoy it,rather 
chaſing an uncleane and bealtly life. And laſtly, 
an occaſion of others raſh and inconſiderate 
runniyg into this eſtate, to the ruine of them- 
ſelves and Poſterity, and the encreaſe of many 
poore Families - to the great prejudice of 
Church and Common-wealth,and divers other 
eviis are bence produced. | 
In the next place we ſhall ( by Gods aſl. 
ſtance) come to propole ( for preventing evill 
and procuring good in the eſtate of Marriage) 


ma 
hat! 


neceſſity) tor every man to conſider of « ( and| 
that yery ſeriouſly ) before Marriage, as directi- 
ons about entring into that eſtate; Yea, and a|ſſki 
fourth conſideration to be minded in the theo- 
ry before hand too (though the praftique part|Þ@he: 
thereof mult be duly performed after words, [Mat 
even in the in;oyinent of the Marriage condi- 
tion :) Firſt, before a man ſeeke to enjoy the 
honourable eftate of Marriage, he mult conſi- 
der what calling be hath to change his life ; 
Secondly, what ends he ought to propound to 
himſelfe in defiring ſuch change. Thirdly, what|Iþf t 
meanes he is to uſeto obtain kis defires. Laſtly, 
be muſt before Marriage labour to be through- 
ly:oſtruted inthe duties that Married perſons 
owe each to other, and both to their Families 
as they conſiſt both of Children and Servants. 
Firſt, before any man-labour to enjoy the 
$ ” "”. ©. * "mnuriage 
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C onjugall Counſell, | | 


marriage condition, he mult clearely ſee he 
hath alawfull calling thereto ; if it be deman- 
ded, How ſhall a man know that ? 

I anſwer, Thou maielt know it, firſt, by thy | 
fitnefſe for that condition ; Secondly, by thy 

afitnefſe for a ſingle life. | 

If it be againe demanded, how may a man 

now when he is fit to enter into the marriage 

ondition ? 

I anſwer, There is a threefold fitnefſe which 
every man mult have in ſome competent mea- 
ſure, before he uſe mcanes to change his ſingle 
life for the Marriage eltate; Firlt, ſpiritual gitts; 
Secondly, fitnelſe of Age ; Thirdly, fitneſle of 
tate 'or outward adilitie for ſuch a condi- 
tion, 

But if it be againe demanded, what need is 
here of ſpirituall gifts in ſuch as enter the 
Marriage eſtate? 

I anlwer, there js need,yea, ſuch great need 
of them, thac where they are not in jome good 
neaſure,there 1s no fhitneflefor Marriage; for, | 4 

When'/a man enters into that eſtate, he be- 
omes the Husband of a Wife, and 1n proceſs 
f time the Father of Children, and the Ma. 

er of Servants,and thele loules are committed 
o his Charge, and God hath made him a 
atchman over them. Now if ſeules be not 
ell Governed by ſuch as have the Charge of 
hem, they will go aſtray, (if not loſt for ever ) 
nd if they receive prejudice through thy in- | 
bility,or negle&, God will require their dloud 
tthy hands ; Conſider that dreadfull threat- 
B 3 ning 
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 Conjugall Counſel. 


Four things 
to be conſs- 
dered of be- 
fore Marrt. 
FLO 


unboly uſe of it, doth ſpring, firſt diſkonour to 
God, who did Inſtitute Marriage ; Secondly, 
acceſſarinefle to the fin of theſe that contemne 
the Ordinance,and are afraid to enjoy it, rather 
chuſing an uncleane and bealtly life. And laſtly, 
an occaſion of others raſh and inconliderate 
runniyg into this eſtate, to the ruine of them- 
ſelves and Poſterity, and the encreaſe of many|þ 
poore Families: to the great prejudice of 
Church and Common-wealth,and divers other 
eviis are bence produced. 

In the next place we ſhall ( by Gods aſſt. 
ſtance) come to propole ( for preventing evill 
and procuring good in the cltate of Marriage) 
three things, very neceſſary ( if not of abjoJute 
neceſſity) tor every man to conſider of « ( and| 
that very ſerioully ) before Marriage, as directi- 
ons about entring into that eſtate; Yea, and a 
fourth conſideration to be minded in the theo- 
ry before hand too (though the praftique part|{her 
thereof mult be duly performed after words, [Ma 
even in the injoyment of the Marriage condi- 
tion :) Firſt, before a man {ſeeke to enjoy the 
honourable eftate of Marriage, he mult conſi- 
der what calling he hath to change his life ; 
Secondly, what ends he ought to propound to 
himſclfe in defiring ſuch change. Thirdly, what 
meanes he is touſeto obtain kis defires. Laſtly, 
be muſt before Marriage labour to be through- 
ly :nſtruted inthe duties that Married perſons 
owe each to other, and both to their Families 
as they conſiſt both of Children and Servants. 
Firſt, before any man-labour to enjoy the 


marriage 
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marriage condition, he mult clearely fee he 
hath alawfull calling thereto ; if it be deman« 
ded, How ſhall a man know that ? 

I aa(wer, Thou maielt know it, firſt, by thy 
fitnefle for that condition ; Secondly, by thy 
uafitnefle for a ſingle life. | 

If it be againe demanded, how may a man 
know when he is fit to enter into the marriage 

ondition ? 

I anſwer, There is a threefold fitnefſe which 
every man mult have in ſome competent mea- 
ſure, before he uſe mcanes to change his ſingle 
life for the Marriage eltate;Firlt,'piritual gifts; 


WSecondly, fitnelſe of Age ; Thirdly, fitnefle of | 


tate or outward. adilitie for ſuch a condi- 
tion, 

But if it be agzine demanded, what need is 
here of ſpirituall gifts in ſuch as enter the 
Marriage eſtate? 

I an{wer, there is need,yea, ſuch great need 
of them, that where they arc not in jome good 
eaſure,there 1s no kitneſle for Marriage; for, 

When'/a man enters into that eſtate, he be- 
omes the Husband of a Wife, and 1n proceſs 
ff time the Father of Children, and the Ma: 

er of Servants,and theſe loules are committed 
o his Charge, and God hath made him a 
atchman over them. Now it ſeules be not 
ell Governed by ſuch as have the Charge of 
hem, they will go altray, (if not loſt for ever ) 


nd if they receive prejudice through thy in- | 


bility,or negle, God will require their bloud 


tthy hands ; Conſider that dreadfull threat- 
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The firſt 
ſpiritual 
gift requi.- 
ſue to Gg- 
LE W0)s. 


him? I anſwer, 


ning, Ezek, 33.8. 1 afſure thee it will reach full 
home in this calc. | 

Now I demand of thee, how wilt thou, or 
bow canſt thou governe ſeules without ſpiri- 
tuall gifts ? See then the neceſlity of themyand 
labour for them before hand. 
But if any do yet againe demand, what ſpi- 
rituall gifts are requiſite to enable a man to 
governe the ſoules of ſuch as are committed tc 


The firſt ſpiritual gift neceſſary as before 
ſaid, is Divine knowledge ; A man had not 
need to be an Ignorant fot that is to governe 
others, 1t cannot but be ſuppoſed that in the 
belt Famzlies there are ſome know nothing of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; now our Saviour tels us, that if 
the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch 
Mat. 15. 14. Peter doth require Knowledge 
in Husbands, 1 Per. 3. 17. Knowledge is of 
great uſe 1t it be but jn the managing tome out: 
ward calling, it is of gzuch moreute in ſpirito- 


{ all imployments. David had much knowledge 


Pſal. 119. 99. ard he doth well improve it, 
P/[al.34-11- to teach and initruct his Children. 
God complaines his People were deltroyed to 
want of knowledge, Ho1.4.6. Truly Beloved 
thoſe poore foules that live in a Family where 
the Maſter 1s jgnorant cannot gaine Know: 
ledge in ſuch a Family. Abraham did teact 
bis Chijdren and Servants, which he could not 
do without knowledge, Ger. 18. 19. Joſhwal 
will bimſclfe and his Family fcare the Lord 
{o that doubtlefle himſcite was a very know 
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ing Chriltian. Beloved, every Chriſtian is as 
well a Prophet in his own houle to teach, as a 
King to rule, or as a Prielt to offer the ſacritice 
of prayer to God. Private Chriſtians may(ob. 
{erviog due rules ) cxercile their gifts1a their 
Families, when it is molt notorious pretum- 
ption to do it in publike; but how can they that 
have no gifts exerciſe any ; beſides, a Family 
is 2 Society, and (if Godly) a Church, Now 
in all ſocieties or Chu: ches there mult be Diſci- 
{pline exercifed, and good Government main- 
tained, as the Apoſtle doth imply, 1 Trw.3 5. 
Now an 'ignoraat Houſholder is fitter to be 
governed by others than de 8 Governor, I de- 
fire to mention it, to the ſhame of ſuch as are 
{Ignorant (I mean {uch as are wholly ignorant 
;| ]of the duties of a Maſter of a Family, and yet 
; dare ſit down 1n his place. 
- A lecond ſpirituall gift, neceſſary for the go- | 4 /*con4 
verninga Family, 15 Wildome, for Wiſdome | /'1r-tual 
andKnowledge are two diltindt gifts,or graces; BJ4Ne. 
[fora man may have Knowledge, and yec want| 2 Chr.1.zo | 
A Witdome : Solomon prates tothe Lord to give 
S | hin Wildeme and Knowledge ( Witdom:z he 


Gm 


n, Ao ane mpg 
x | Ncations in the firlt place )to go out and come 
al [n before that great Peop'e, that is, to walke 


wiſely before them, and that he might be able 
| |*9 governe them, and to teach thein. / wilt 
| | watke wiſely (faith David) in the miſt of my 
houſe, Pſa.101.2. A man mult have Wiſdome 
to walke before his Wife and Family,1n giving 
good Examples unto them, that they ( iceing 
bis wife and Chriſtian carriage in every thing ) 
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The third 
ſpiruuall 
'  —_ 


' his life; Threietore for domeltique Govern- 


may be provoked to follow him ; he muſt like- 
wile have Wiſdome, that he may be able to 1n-} 
courage them that do well in well-doing, and 
to reprove them that do ill ; he mult kave Wil- 
dome to mederate his love. his ancer, andall 
his paſſions, toward all that are under him. 
Thus you fee what greatneed there is ( alſo )| 
of Wiſdome, in ſuch men as have the govern- 
ment of others committed to them. | 

The third ipirituali gift which Governors 
mult labour after, is patience ; There muſt be 
a patient bearing with Intirmities, and great 
forbearing, when they are not enorniities, and 
eſpecially when the party is eafily convinced, 
and reformed. Paxz/ propounds his long-lutter- 
ing,charity and patience to /:0thy(in 2 7 im. 
3- 1o- ) for him to imitate, and practice to- 
ward them that God had ict him over. Saint | 
James would have Paticnce have her perfect. 
worke, James 1.4, the grace of Patience is ne- 
ceflary for a Chrilttan in whe generall courſe of 


ment too ; Impatience 15 a Gangrene, Which 
cates Out the heart and vitals of Love, a man 
(much more a Chriſtian) mult not give ſbarpe 
words, much lets fall to blows forevery triviall, 
off:nce, for that will diſcourage (eſpecially) 
young people, and dull their ſpirits; it wall 
ſometimes be a mans diſcretion to Jook but 
with halfe an cye upon a tault, yet be may give 
a loving admonition, which will de ſuthcient 
where good natures are eſpecially to be found; 


whatever is theduty of a Bilhop in relation to 
| bouſhold 


| 
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houſhold government, is undonbtedly the du- | 


ty of every Chriſtian, as the Maſter of a Fami- 
ly, and ſuch a one mult not be a brawler, but 
patient, 1 7 :98.3+3+ ; 

T he fourth and Jalt ſpirituall gift, which Go- 
vernors mult laboar for, is Humility; which 
gift,or grace, I dare not lay down as an eflen- 
tall qualification for one jmpowr'd over 0- 
ther, but only as a very nece{ſary concomi- 
tant to {ſuch a perion to help him againſt vain- 
glory, pride, and abule of his place to fin, and 
lo to bis own hart; for there 1s a time, ſaith Se 
lemon, Eccleſ.8.9. that one man ruleth over a- 
wrher ro his own hurt ; Rehoboams his rough- 
neſſe, and Imperious carriage toward thole, 
over whom oy righe of Succeſſion he was to 
rule as their King, made the Major part of 

hem to revolt, and calt off their due ſubjecti- 
dn,to the loſſe of his ownHonour, and their ex- 
reame preJudice both of foul and body, 2Chreo. 
0.6,8,13,16,17. Yet though it be very nece(- 
ary that a perſon elevated to a place of Go+ 
ernment over others ſhould be humble, and 
hat for the premiſed conſiderations; This doth 
ottye up the genius of a man in powerthat 
e may not, upon ſome occaſion, ( and in his 
arriageto fume perſons behave himſclfe with 
nuch gravity avd reſcrvedneſle, yea, and with 
2me kind of Majeſty too, to preſerve his per- 
onand place from contewpt and ſcorpe, and 
om ditelteeme from Children and Servants; 
vr, fome ſuch Children and Servants there are, 
vat if they can eſp.e cut in their Parents and 
Maſters 
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The ſecond 
qualifiati- 
08 confde- 
rable an the 


firſt bead. 


| Maſters a ſpirit of Puffllanimity, they will 


trample all their Commands, and the Autho- 


| rity it ſelfke by which they command, under 


their ſwinifh feet, which a wiſe Governour 
willlabour te prevent, by ſhunning the occaſi. 
ons of it : Thus we have done with diſcuſſing 


| the three eflentiall gifts,and the fourth { which 


hath been handled with Caution) being a very 
neceflary one, all which do or may concerne 
every man,intending the marriage eſtate; and 
therefore he muſt before-hand labour to have 
the knowledge of them, which are as you hay 
ſeen, firft, Knowledge ; ſecondly, Wiſdome; 
thirdly, Patience; and laſtly, Humility : And 
ſo we proceed to the conſideration of the (e 
cond qualication fitting for the Marriage con- 
dition. | 

The ſecond qualification to be conſidered « 
 before-hand, is fitnefle of Age; None can bt 
thought fit for Marriage in None-age, ther 

alt be Maturity and ripenefſe .both 1n body 
and minde for that Eſiate, or el'e theentranc 
into it is unlawfull ; The gifts of mind betor 
mentioned cannot be'expected in Youths and 
Children ; There cannot be prudence to man 
nage « Calling to bring maintenance in by 1 
ſuch ; ſuch cannot be profitable in Church nd 
Common wealth. Yea,Nature doth teach 
that there is a deficiency in all perſons until 
they be come to fome reaſorable Age, te pe 
forine ſome duties that the Marriage conditiot 
requires, Jude gave Tamar a faire Accou 


| why at preſent he would not give Shelah 
he 
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her inthe Marriage=ved - Which was becauſe 


ke was not growne, (but it was his fin that he 


[did 1t not when he was fit for that condition,) 


Gen. 38.11. Iſaac was forty yeares old when 
be marries Rebeccah, Gen. 25. 20. But in this 
Age of the World it is net convenient to ſtay 
lolong before change of onr conditions, for 
few that ſodo, do enjoy that great bleſſing of 
living to ſce their Children to be grown to 
ſome maturity, {etled in ſome good Calling, 
and beſtowed in Marriage, wuch lefſe to ſce 
their Childrens Children, which is a bleſſing 
God promiſeth to his people, Pſal. 128.6, Yet 
it is undeniable that there mult be (as we ſaid ) 
a ripenefle of Age before Marriage : But we 
proceed no further in this particular in this 

lace, becauſe we ſhall have an occaſion to 
all apon it agajne in another, 

The third and laſt qualification, or confide- 
ration before Marriage, is, to ee a fitneſle in 
Eſtate for (ach a condition of life. The Marri- 
age eltate brings with it great Charge and Ex- 
pence, therefore, before this fall upon a man, 
he had need to tee ſome probable waies and 
meanes to carry him thorough all. A man will 
net take a chargeable journey but be will put 
mony in his purſe to ijupply bis neceſflities, 
unleſſe hee know he (ball meet with ſup- 
plies by the way; ſo inthis cafe, adiſcreet 
Chriſtian will not Marry untill be can com- 
fortably conclude that his preſent, or fature 
meanes will be {ufficient to Keep him from po- 
verty, pinching poverty, and deltru&ion, and 


from / 


The third 
qual; ficath- 
on fitting 
for Marry» 
age from 
the firſt 
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from lying as a burthen on others, that place in 
Roms, 12. thelatter end of the 15. verſe may 
be applicable here: Provide thmgs honeft in 
the fight of al men; He that doth not provide 
for bis own, cipecially fuch as are of his own 
Family, hath denied the faith,and 1 worſe than 
as Infidell,t Tim.5.8, Jacob tooke care for his 
own Family,Gez.30.30.Bnt ſonie may ſay,that 
was after, not only his Marriages, but after he 
had many Children; Therefore when his con- 
dition becomes mine I will take the like care, 


but it may be I ſhall never bave any Charges | 


able Family. But for anſwer,know, that if thy 
condition did run parallcll with his,before,and 
at the time of Marriaze, thou needlt take no 
great care before-hand ; for, firſt his Father 
was exceeding rich,and had but two Children, 
(and nodonht but that Jacob had a large por- 
tion jn due time of his Fathers eſtate, though 
the Ho'y Gholt mention no ſach thing; } but 
ſecondly, Jacob married with a very wealthy 
Family, and his Father jn Law bad reaſon to 
maintaine him and his Charge, and that libe- 


_Irally, when acob was no way ſparing in his 


great pains and care to encreale Labars eſtate, 
which indeed Laban himſelte doth acknow- 
I:dge,Ger.39.27. Whenthe Servant of A4bra- 
ham Was to go to Padan Aram, to treat about 
2 Marriage for [ſaack his Maſters Son, it is ve- 
ry obſervable, That in the firlt place he makes 
a Narrative to Be:huel and Laban of his Ma- 
{ters plentifull eſtate, and then comes to the 
buſincile of the defired Marriage, be having 


| 4dam and Eve before they were ( and then 
| {urely before their Marriage ) But theſe things 
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implicitely made it appeare,that his young Ma- | 


(ter was well provided for to maintain a Wife, 
and any Charge God ſhonld caſt on him, 
Gen, 24. 35. Doubtlelle there is much to be 
minded 1a the Lords owne method this way; 
We know God did plentifully provide for 


premiſed occaſions a queftion to be propoun- 
ded, and that is, Whether a man may not Mar- 
ry untill he haveLands, or ſtock in Money, or 
in Goods aad Chattels? I anſwer,that 1n caſe a 
man have neither of them, yet if God have 


- | given him an honelt Calling, and a Heart to | 


depend upon Divine providence in the uſe of 
lawfull meanes, and in ſpeciall find himſelfe 
(through free grace) to have aa intereſt in the 
promiſes of God for all good things ; He may 
conclude his call to Marriage 1s as cleare as the 
call of any perſon in the world, upon his year- 
ly revenue and ſtock in any kind, for ſuch a 
man ſhall have for neceſlity, if not for delight, 
(except the Lord ſee a ſtrajght and wanting 
condition beſt, in rchation to his ownglory, 
and ſuch a poore mans preſent good,and eter- 
nall happinetTe..) God hath promiled, che hand 
ef the diligent ſhall make rich, Pro. 10.4. and 
that he #has Labowreth ſhall be filled with bread, 
Pro.12.11. God will give hs Beloved plenty 
with quiet ſlcep, P[al. 127.2. God telleth Abra- 
bam he was 4 God all-ſufficient only bids him 
walk before him and be npright,Gen.17.1. Firft 
ceke the king dome of God,aud the righteouſneſs 


thereof, 


— 
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thereof (faith Chriſt ) and al other things (bal 
be adminiſtred ts you, Mat.6.33.read that place 
in Heb.13.5. to all which Promiſes there 
might be a large addition, if neceſſary, only let 
me here adde that of So!omen,Prov.10.22,7T be 
bleſſing of the Lord maketh ricb, and he addeth 
no ſorrow with it ; where note, that theſe out- 
ward things are called blefſings,{and indeed fo 
they are) which doth imply. that we muſt beg 


them at the hand of God by Prayer, and in-l 
deed God tels usas much, Ezck. 36.37. andiff 


you mind that Chapter,you ſhall tind that tem- 
porall things (and of thoſe we treate) as well 
a5 ſpirituall are there promiſed ; but if you 
would ſpeed when you aske theſe bleſſings, 


take heed you regard not wickednefle in yourf 


hearts, for if you do, God will not heare you 


| Secondly, take heed you turne not your eares 


from hearing the Law of God, for it you do, 
your Prayers ſhall be abominable, Pro.27.9, 
Thirdly, beware thou aske not theſe bleſſing 
to conſume them on thy Jults, for if you do, you 
are hketo miſſe of them, James 4.2 3.Fourt 
ly, be ture tkoa aske no outward thing of Got 
but with a willingneſſe to be denied, it he 
thinke it beſt, Its an eaſie thing for ſuch poore 
Ignorant Creatures as we are to be much mi 
takgn about the nature of outward bleſſing 
and the fitteſt ſeaſons for God to beſtow, an 
we toreceive them. But the Lord cannot bt 
miſtaken. Moſt excellent to this purpoſe is tht 
faying of Lacher, upon P/al.1 7.1. God(fait 
he)in that he is good can give nothing but th 
; ; Ws 2 WHO 
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which is good, but we many times do crave 


that thing which is not good indeed, but 
ſeemethſotous. Thus Luther. Alſo Bernard 
is ſingular this way : Brethren ( faith he) us 
concerning your Prayers haye no doubt, bue 
aſſure your ſclves, that as ſoone asthe word 
- paſſeth out of your Mouth it -is Written and 
Regiſtred jn Heaven, in the preſence and ſight 
of God, and either it (hall be done as ye have 
"M asked, or elſe it is expedient not to be done. 
Thus far Bernard likewiſe. Take heed, be not 


-E inordinate, but eaſily denied of God ; aske ne | 


ontward things, but en condition God ſee it 
expedient to beſtow them, for it thou wilt 
not be denied, thou maieſt have the ſeeming 
{weet meat, but the reall ſowre ſace Rachel 
© had, when (he mult have Children or dye, 
Gen.30.1, but mind the iffue of it, Gen. g5.16, 
17,18,19. And ſo the Children of 1/-ae/ muſt 
Nl bave fleſh, Num2.11,4,5,6, They cannot be (a- 
tisfied without it z but they had ie (as one well 
laid) with a vengeance, as appeares inthe 3T, 
32,and 33. verſes of this Chapter. Laſtly, la- 
F bour to promote the worſhip of God to thy 
power, for elle thy eſtate may be deplorable 


il enough, Hag-1.6. But if it ſhonld be the good 
pleaſure of the Lord to exerciſe thee with 
Y (ceming want, yet, if he be alfo'plealeg to 
we (anRifie ſuch a condition to thee, thon haſt 


A that which is more then equivalent te ali out- 


0 ward mercics in the world ; Beloved, if thou 


canſt live upon God, and enjoy a holy conten» 
tation in thy ſoule in the want of outward 
| things, 
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A ſecond 

and cleare 
ground for 
Marriag e. 


{ when he pleaſe, and denfed as he thinks fit ) for 


things thou art one of the richeſt men on this 
fide Heaven, labour then, I ſay, to have an in- 
tereſt in God, -in and through Chriſt, Thus] 
hope I have put no diſcouragements on thee 
to ſtave thee off from taking the benefit and 
comfort of Marriage, for want of Lands or 
ſock in any kind, but I ratber deſire thee te 
take it, eſpecially if thou canſt not with com- 
fort to thy body, and ſafety tothy ſou},containe 
thy ſelfe longer 1n the ſinglelife, which brings 
me to the next particular, which is the ſecond 
demonſtration of a lawfull call to Marriage. 
A ilccond, and clgare ground, demonſtrating 
a mans call to enter into the Marriage life, is, 
when the Lord is pleated to deny him the gift 
of chaſtity and continency( for the gift of cha- 
Rity is given of God, to whom he pleaſe, and 


yp ar, fray wes &\, on BO Gy Pw a Þ 


when it is wanting, a man is diſabled to keep 
his ſonle and body tor to be the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and for his reſidence, 1 Cor.6.1 9, 
being carried away with nojyfome laſts, by 
beaſtly and impure affections : Now when 
thou art in this condition it 1s thy fin if thoy 
negle&t avy good opportunity to help thy lelfe 
by entring into the ſtate of Marriage, for it is 
one kind of grieving the ipirit, when he would 
make choile of thy body to live in, and thoy 
doſt baracado up thy heart againſt him,by nou-ſ |,;, 
riſhing uneleannefle in thee, whereby thou jan 
doſt invite the Devill to poſleſſe thee, and dot} | ;1, 
{et open the doores of thy heart toreceive him] | 51; 


to rule inthee, as1a his own. Vaſlall, to Gods] | ;;;, 
diſhonour, 
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diſbonour, and thy ewn ruige, it is time I ſay, 
for thee then to looke about thee, and to uſe 
that remedy which God bath ſanRified and 
appointed for thy ſpirituall and corporall bene- 
fit;To avoid Fornication ler ((aith the Apoſtle) 
every man have bu own wife, &Ce 1 Cor.7.2, 
it is better to marry than to burne by carnall 
Luſts,and fieſhly concupiſcence. This may ſuf- 
fice to informe thee of thy call to Marriage ; 
firſt, by thy fitnefſe for that Eftate ; ſecondly, 
tby unhtnefle for the ſingle lite. | 
It will inthe next place be neceflary to con- 
ſider what ends thou mult aime at in defiring 
the marriage Eltate, and they are three in ſpe- 
ciallz Firſt, the glory ef God in the propaga- 
ting of his Churche Secondly, The mortifying 
(not ſatisfying) thy own corruptions, Thirdly, 
The mutuall comfort which that Eſtate doth 
afford both to man and wif. | 
The firſt and principall'end every man is to 
aime at in his deſiring Marriage, is ( I lay ) 
Gods gloty inthe propagiting of tis Church ; 
That there may be a certaine number of men 
and women to glorifie God by their holy lives 
unto the ead of the world, which without 
Marriage cannot be expeted. There may be 
(I confeſſe J an uncleane Generatidn of Men 
and Women to the end of Time without Mar- 
riage, but the Lord would have a godly iced 
preſerved, Zal.2.15. Even ſuch a iced as may 


glorifie God 1n this lite, and be everlaſtingly| 


plorified in the world to: come. It thenthe 


propagating ot Gods Church ought to bethe | 
| GC 
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chiefeſt thing we are to aime at in our deſiring 
the Eſtate of Marriage, ( which neither Men 
nor Angels can deny )) Then by the way, it 
may be a word of juſt reproofe to many Men 
and Women that are atraid of Marriage left 
they ſhould have Children; as alſo of divers 
who are married, that uſe all meanes poſbble 
to prevent great encreale of Children : But let 
theſe,both married, and unmarried, know,that 
they have a diavolicall ſpirit,they would coun- 
ter-worke God if poſſible, and fruſtrate his 
holy aimes by their impure principles ; this 
their carriage(ſo far as they approve of it )doth 
evidently declare,they are wholly ſelf-ſcekers; 
but let them ſeeke for grounds of comfort 
where they can, I know not where, nor 
from whence they can expe it : And as for 


| you who are married, and uſe meanes to fru- 
ſtrate the Lords own Ueeck you 1aiaſtitu- 


ting of Marriage ; I beſcech you ſeriouſly to 
mind the fin, and puniſhment of a bird of your 
own feather,(viz) Onan,Gen.38.9,10. Now 
what if the Lord never ſince puniſhed the 


ſame ſin inthe ſame kind, dare you conclude, | 


that God hates not ſuch a fin now as ke then 
did? I dare more ſafely conclude, that God 
hates your groundlelle preſumption, and were 
your eyes but open you might feare the Lord 
hath puniſhed you long ago with a heavy pu- 
niſbment, even with bardneſfſe of heart, and 
wilfull Impenitency, which is far worſe than 
all temporall puniſhment in the world ; ( and 
doubtlefſe none can conclude infallibly that 
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Onan: puniſhment was more than temporall.) 
' | But ſome may perhaps ſay, We are not againſt 
having of Children, - we much deſire te ſee this 
fruit of our own Bodies ; But we are afraid 
indced of baving many, leſt we ſhould not be 
able to put bread into their mouths. Traly, let 
me tell thee, that if thy Children were created 
by thee, and ſo none of Gods Creatures, (take| 
this as ſpoken only by way of ſuppoſition ): 
there would no bread be found on Earth, nor 
Manna from Hcaven, neither Terreſtriall, nor 
Celeſtial means to preſerve them from periſh- 
ing (and that immediately ) both ia their ſoules 
and bodies; for God would take no care for 
| them, and thou couldſt take none : But poore 
ſoule | know, that thy Children being as much 
Gods Creatures as thy ſclfe,or as the Angels in 
Heaven, thou muſt labour ( even in relation to 
| thy Children) to have faith in God, as well in 
this cale, as Chriſt exhorted his Diſciples in 
another, Mark.11.22, God giveth the beaſt 
his food, and to the young Ravens when they 
cry, Pſal.1q47.9: Naturalilts do obſerve, that 
when the old Raven hath batch'd her Eggs, 
and that the Young come forth, they being tor 
ten daies covered with a kind of white downy 
feathers, the old ane ownes them not;takes no 
paines to feed them till this white down be off 
and the black feathers put forth, and they 1ay, 
that doring thoſe ten daies (that the old one 
neglets them) the Lord feeds them with the 
influence of the Aire, but let that paſſe, we 
know God feeds not only-the young Ravens, 
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Cloaths the Lillies of the field, 7ar.6,28,29, 
30, pray mind; the Inference there too; We 


but the old tg5;; conſider turther that God 


feeds the Fowles of the Aire, (that is, all the| 


Fowles; )44at.6.26. Readthe place and mark 


the Inference by way of Interrogation ; and| 
Interrogations (we ſay ) imply ſometimes thef' 
|Rrongelt Negations - and ſometimes the clea-] 


reſt Affirmations, the laſt is hete implied. God: 


ſometimes uſe 8 choice Proverbe, God never| 
makes mouths but he provides meat ; Oh that 
we could well improve this Proverb to a more 
fall relyiog en God than we ever attain'd to, to 
this day. Beloved, let me tell you, you cannot 
diftractingly care for your ſelves, or for your 
Children, but you queſtion either the Attri- 
butes of God, or your Intereſt in him ; De you 
doubt whether God be Omnipotent, and ſo 
able to do you and yours good ? Or his wil- 
lingneſſe, or fajithfulnefle to performe his pro- 
mites? Tiuly, if youdo you infinitely derogate 
from God, and much provoke him ; Mind the 
fin of the 1ſraclites, can God prepare a Table 
in the Wilderneſfle ? Pſal.78.19,20,21. Mind 
alſothe fad etics of this God-provoking lin. 
Truly, I ſhall tellthee, ( and I heſeech thee to 
confider what I fay ) Thou canſt as well keep 
one hundred Children as onc,(I know this is a 
Paradox, ) But thou muſt know,thou canſt not 
keepe one (to ipeake properly) no not thy ſelf, 
for thou and thine, yea, and all the Creatures 
inthe world have their allowance from God, | 
and arc kept at his Table (as we may lay) and 

at 
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but were ittentheuſand times bigger, he bath 
ſuch an inexbauſted (tore-heule of proviſion of 
all kinds, that not one of them could want ; 
caſe thy ſelfe then of thy cares (I meane di- 


|ſtraRing, and diſtruſtfull cares) and calt them 


upon God, who careth for thee, 1 Per.5.7. / 
am Godal-ſufficient, ( ſaith the Lord to Abra- 
han) walke before me and be xpright ; Do thou 
but labour to walke before God and to be up- 
cight, and then thou maieſt a& faith on Gods 
Al-ſufficiency to do good: to, and for thee and 


thee about this particular ; Thou aieſt ( in cf- 
fe&) thou art afraid that if thou ihould(t have 
many Children they would undo thee ; How 
can this be ? when the Lord aftirmes Children 
to bea bleſſing z mind theſe two places, firſt, 
Pſal.127.5. where the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of 


| Children, faith, Blefſed i the man who hath hu 


at bis Charge; The Lord hath a great Family, £ 


thine. Let me yet a little further argue with |. 


quiver full of them ; Secondly, Pſal.128. Ble( 
ſed « the man((aith the Plalmiſt ) rbat fearerh 
the Lord, and walketh in hi way ; (But how is 
he bleſſed ? ) truly, this 1s one part of his bleſ- 
ſedneſſe, that his Wife ſhall be like a fruitfull 
Vine, and his Children like Olive branches 
round about his Table. Lo ths ((aith he) ſpall 


Children you lee then are a bleſſing;Nay,many 


a prepoſterons thing is this for thee to ſay, ma- 


[ny Children will aadoe thee ; Will bleſſings 


the man be bleſſed that feareth the Lord, v.3,4. |. 


Children are a bleſſing ; yea, they are as to ma- | 
ny ſeverall bleNſings. Now to apply this, what | 
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undoe any ? It is very Inconeruous to ſpeake or 
thinke ſo; it is impoſſible tha bleſings, AS 
they are bleſſings, can bart, much lefſe undoe 
any ; I confeſle the abuſe of bleſſings may un- 
deethee, but thisis per accidens, and ſprings 
from thy ſelfe ; it is not the having many Chil- 
dren that can undoe thee, but thy abuſe of 
ſo rich a bleſſing ; there is no bleſſings in the 
world enjoy'd by any, but if they are unſanQi- 
fied they will undoe thoſe that have the fruiti- 
on of them ; I have been the longer io this 
point, becauſe diſtruſt of the Lords providence 
10 generall , (but more cſpecially ) relating to 
' | meanes for maintenance of many Children is 
growne to be an Epidemicall diſeaſe, over- 
- | ſpreading the face of the Chriſtian World. 
Ah, truly let me ſay, that thou, whoſoever 
thou art, and my ſelfe too, ſhould not be aſha- 
med to take ſhame for this exceeding vile fin, 
Bethenin the feare of God convinced, that 
the propagating of the Church in the procrea- 
tion of Children was an efſentiall, and princi- 
pall end why God did erdaine Marriage, and 
that which was the Lords end mult be thy 
aime - and this ſhall ſuffice for this particular. 

The ſecond end we are to aime at in deſi- 
firing Marriage, is, the ſubduing our corrupti- 
ons and baſe Juſts, eſpecially when we find 
them to be predominant ; There is no man in 
this life but his Regeneration 1s only in part; 
( SanRification here is at beſt but iochoate, in 
Heaven it ſhall be conſummated } and there- 
fore is obnoxious to temptations as in all kinds 
bs: (baving 
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|(baving the ſeed of all fins in him) fo ts the 


fin of uncleannefle in particular ; Yet it muſt 
begranted, that ſuck men as do enjoy this ho- 
ly Ordinance of Marriage are more free frem | 
the concupiſcence of the fleſh [eſpecially the 
violence of them )) than they ordinarily are 
who enjoy not this blefled help.And the Apo- 
ſtle doth intimate as-much, when he faith, 7s 


Wife, and every woman her own Husband , 
1 Cor.7.2. ( which place to the like occaſion 
'was mentioned before, though on another 
head) and in ver:8,9. he adds,if the wnmarried 
cannot containe let them marry, and backs his 
exhortation with a reaſon (viz) #t © better to 
marry than to burne ; it is the duty of every 
one to labour to preſerve them(clves pure and 
chaſte Virgins unto Chriſt, which that perſon 
cannot do who hath an impure heart, though 
free from the as of uncleannefſe. He chat 


avoid fornication let every man have hu own|' 


looks on a woman to lnfftt after her hath commit- 
ted Adnltery in bis heart, faith our Saviour, 
Mat.5.28, Chrift alio makes the heart the pro- 
per ſeat and receptacle of Adultery and For- 
nication, ſat 15.19. New for this heart-de- 
filement every ſoule bath cauſe, not only to be 
humbled, but alſo thankfully to make uſe of the 
remedy preſcribed of God againſt the ſame. 
When our Saviour reproves divorce betweene 
Man and Wife but in caſe of Fornication, and 
the fin of thoſe that are juftly divorced if they 
marry, the ſin alſo of thoſe who marry fuch, 


his Diſciples ſay,if the caſe be ſo,it is not good 
C 4 2 to 
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| and proceed to the laſt. 


y evil, we may rather lay ſhe 1s a ſingular] 


—_— 


to marry;Our Saviour Anſwers, 44 men cannot 
receive this ſaying ſave thoſe to whom it 15 gi- 
ven, Mat.1g.11. That is to (aya]l men cannet 
(nay,no man can) at pleaſure attaine this gift 
of Chaſtity (for it is the gift of God ) There- 
fore ſuch to whom the Lord denies it ought to 
take the help of Marriage. But if the end of 
Mens Marrying be rather to ſatisfie the 
luſts of the fleſh than to ſubdue the ſame, 
they may jultly feare them(clves as perſons 
never like to be gainers by tuch conjunRions, 
but to have the fire of luſt ſo enkindled in their 
impare Natures, as that Chaſtity (hall be made 
but combultible matter to be wholv conſumed 
thereby, and ſo made nnſufferable loſers, 
which is a Judgement moſt dreadfull ; Jet 
therefore the defiry@ion and extirpation of 
1mpure-ſelfe be fincerely thy aime, and endea- 
vour 18 ſeeking the Marriage: condition. We 
have done with this ſecond end of Marriage, 


The laſt end we are to aime at in defiring 
Marriage, is, comfortable Society, to enjoy a 
ſolid, {weet, and boſome Companion in 
which Eſtate (for the moſt part) 1t may be cx- 
peaed man is a ſociable Creature,and therfore 
God would not have himlive alone, but cre- 
ates him a meet helper, Gey.2.18. And So/0- 
won laith, Twoare better than one, Excl. 4.9. 
Truly, they ſpeake molt profanely,and areeve- 
ry way unworthy of the comfort that Marri- 
age doth afford, that ay, A woman is a necet- 
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2nd neceſſary Good; yet underſtand ſhe is on- 
ly ſo, when ſhe anſwers the end God made ker 
for, that is, a meet helper,Cand it is ſuch a one 
that in the ſequell of this ſmall Treatife I (hall 
endeavour to pnt thee on, and ſtir thee up to 
ſeeke) ſuch a one will fit (as we ſay ) for eve- 
ry occaſion, both in proſperity and adverſity: in 
fickneſſe and health. Next the glory of God, 
ſhe will ſpend and be ſpent for the good of 
thee and thine; ſhe will help beare thy bur- 
thens in every kind, ſhe will ſympathize and 
condole with thee in all thy ſufferings : In her 
boſome there is a paſſage to receive in any ſe- 
crets thou ſhalt thinke fit to impart, but no 
vent to Jet them out at to thy danger or dif- 
grace; ſhe will apply herſelfe, and imply ber 
parts of grace to helpthee with ſpirituall Cor- 
dials in times of ſpirituall deſertion ; ſhe will 
labour to further thee in the Religious and Ci- 
villgovernment of thy. Family, both of Chil- 
dren and Servants, She will be ready to draw 
with thee(as atrue Yoak-feilow) in the plow 
of thy Calling, to the utmoſt of her know- 
ledge and ſtrength with all dexterity: Sbe will 
with much frugality manage thy Family-ex- 
pence ; She will labour to help thee agaioſt 
thy infirmities, to prevent them if poſſible, 


however to conceale them; Sbe will labour | 


to comfort thee in times of ſorrow and lofles; 
Iſaac loſt a deare, precious,and tender-hearted 
Mother, and no doubt but he was very ſenfi- 
ble of his lofle, and laid it ſadly to heart, yet 


Q———— 


betaking himſelf to a Wife, who was indeed a 
=. 4 


26 


Conjugall Counſell. 


| very gracious Woman, it is ſaid,he was com + 


| any that ever did out-goe her in the diicharg, 
| of this duty. Beloved in Chriſt, IT am fo tak 
| up in my aftc&ions in walking in this Garde 


red after bis Mothers death,Gen,24.67. Lat * 
ſhe will put forth her ſelfe to her uttermolF 


| power with much paines of body, and witlff: 


' much and enlarged, deare, and tender Aﬀediſſf, 
ons of heart-to help thee in times of loſle 
health, and when thou lyeſt conflifting wit 
erjevous paines, and burthenlome (and paſ 
haps loathſome)diſeaſes ; I have read in Rev: 
read Mr Botox, his'generall direRions for 


comfortable walking with God ; (A Treatilf' & 
worth the weight of it in Gold ) in page 25, , 


A Narrative { which was borrowed from 
ves) of a preſident inthis kind, (to which I « 
fire co refer thee) which is ſo ſingular that th 
whole world(I am confident) cannot produdf 


of pleaſure and profit, (I had almoſt ſaid, 4 
Paradiſe) that I ſhould not be able to leave 
( and that for thy ſake ) untill I had gathers 
more flowers to bind together to preſent tha 
with, to enamour thee to labour to gaine a pa Men 
therein. Yet becauſe when thou ſhale take nog... 

tice of the duty the Wife doth owe to thi, 
Husband, {which o far as ſhe is a meet helpqf 
ſhe will endeavor to diſcharge ) I preiumf 


hou wilt be able to adde to this Noſcgay,andÞ,.- 
dondbt not but they will be perſwaſive argi. 
ments to carry- thy affections (in ſeaſonad, 
tine) that way, and in the meanec time, mall wok 
thee ſpeake with much reverence of this - trive 
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aſonable occaſion ) note by the way, Thar 
""Yom this laſt particular,{viz.)that comfortable 
VScicty is one end that perſons may aime at in 
iage, doth appeare ground ſufficient to 
©Iaſtifie the Marriage of Ancient perſons, and 
ch as have over-lived the yeares for genera- 
' Yon,though they cannot in ſeme way be means 
Bf cocrealing the Church, yet they may uſe 
oy meanes to live comfortably in the Church. 
If you ſhould demand the queſtion of Anci- 
nt Married perſons, whether they find the 
©, Marriage eſtate comfortable to chem in their 
Sid Age or not ? They would readily returne 
"Hou an Affirmative Anſwer, that if God ſhould 


"Fould not live with comfort. When God took 
, way old Sarah by death from old Abraham, 
de mourned and wept for parting with her ; 
yhich doth imply he had comfort in her, 
hough he could have no Children by her ; but 
\ Whis being a meer unneceflary Nicety we ſhall 
 Wpend no more words about it, and ſhall alſo 
Pcliſt from further proſecuting the ends to be 
imed at in Marriage, which you may perceive 
Wo be three firſt, the glory of God in the pro- 
agating his Church ; Secondly, the ſubduing 
Four corruptions and flefhly luſts ; Laſtly, the 
_9joy ment of comfortable lociety. 
g- We are in the next place to come to confi- 
der ſome things of the meanes we are to uſe 


1” obtaine a meet helper. The firſt meanes to 


"Id Ordinance of God. I ſhall here ( having | 


Fake away cither of them, that the ſurviver | 


drive on ſo pretious a deſigne by,as the gaining 
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Gen.33.2. 
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] a meet helper, is prayer; The Lord takes ity 


his own prerogative in a ſpeciall manner toby 
the beſtowerof good Wives. Houſe avd Ri 
ches ave the Inheritance of the Fathers, but. 


vertwoms Wiſe is the gift of God, Pro.19.14 
| Beloved in the Lord, there is no gift the Lord 


beſtoweth bat is richly worth asking; and hoy 


| can we aske but by Prayer? It isa mercy tha 


God will let us know where a mercy js lodg'4;| 
Now this mercy as wellas others is lodg'd 
Heaven, Every good gift, and every perfett gi 
ving # from above,and commeth down from thi 
Father of Lights, Jam.1. 17. Faitbfull Prayer] 
bath along Arme, it can 'reach from Earth to| 
Heayen ; labonr then te improve prayer arigit 
for the obtaining this bleſſing, and waite upon 
God jn the uſe of other meanes, and doubt ng 
of good (peed ; I am very confident, that theſe] 
mercies are fulleſt of juyce that aregiveny| 
from Heaven, as in an(wer to faithfull prayer;| 
how full of ſplendor will thy Wife be in thy] 
eye when thou look'ſt on her as given from 
Heaven? And by the way let me adde, that 
happy are thoſe Wives that are obtained by 
the faithfull prayers of their Husbands : For 
they ſhall bs beſt beloved, and moſt prized,be-| 
cauſe they are received by their Husbands as4 
love-token tent them from Heaven. The Ser- 
vant of Abraham was well acquainted with 
the meanes to gaine 2 good Wife for his Ma 
ſters Son; Aske ſome how they come by ſuch 


| 


oot it with. a ſilver hooke, and ſuch a hooke| 
| they 


and ſuch a thing, and they will tell you they| 
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they have that will bring them any thiog in, (if 
"i you will beleeve them.) But this godly ſervant 


"Y was furniſhed with filver and gold enongh te | 


make uſc of a hooke or hookes to have driven 
en bis defigne by, but he was better furnifhett | 
than (o, fon he had the gracious hooke of Pray- 
&,-and with that he penetrates Heaven, and 
there lics he tpgging till he had obtain'd the 


for to obtaine this mercy for thy ſelfe ; and 
thou mateſt receive incouragement to walke 
frſtin this way of ſeeking God by prayer, be- 
Whore any other meanes be uſed, if thou wilt but 
take a ſurvey diligently of the blefled event the 
ſervant of Abrahams had of his going to God 
for direRion in this caſe : And ſo ableſling on 
© bis journey. As he that takes a- wife without 
Wcontent of Parents can looke for no portion 
with her , ſo be ſure that ke that takes a wife 
without the Lords conſent ( as he doth in a 
ſenſe that begs her not of him by prayer, (can 
looke for no comfort, and comfort is the por- 
tion which God gives with his Daughters;nay, 
on the contrary, ſuch a man may expe& dit- 
comfort inſtead of comfort, and a curſe jn- 
ltead of a bleſſing. God knows how to meet 
wihthee,and to cauſe all thy Gourds of com- 
fort. to wither ; make thy lf certaine of this, 
That is, if thou do negle& the performance of 
this duty of 1eeking God by prayer for a good 
Wife, that except thou be afterward deeply 
tumbled for this fin, the Marriage condition 


(hall 


"Nl mercy of a good Wife, and meet helper for his | 
| Maſter. The ſame courſe muſt thou take | 


J 
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ſhall not be ſanRified to thee, and if not, tha Mc 
'wert better a thouſand times not live in tha Mc 
Eſtate of life; for thou canſt mot expeR fo Pli 
much as one Honey Month,(as we ſay )but me Ma 
[ny months and yeares of Gall and Worme ſc 
wood. We ſametimes adviſe our friends tha 2 
they take heed they do not marry in haſt, lc ſhe 
they repent at leiſure; Truly, they make too AP 
much haſte to marry that forget ( mach moreY®-! 
ſlight ) ſeeking God for dire&ion, and a bleſ-©'2 * 
ſing this way, therefore they ſhall have cauſe bet 
enough to repent ; (but God grant they mayſ"P 
repent aright, that the curſe may-be tarn'd intaffſ V! 
2 bleſſing, } We have done with the firſt means 
we muſt uſe to obtaine a good Wite, that1 
prayer, | 

The ſecond meanes to obtaine this deſirable 
blefling, is, to looke at ſuch things in the choik 
of a Wife which makes her a good Witec,andi labo 
meet helper. 

Thou wilt ſay, what things are they ? (or 
what particulars) that a man ought to look & 
io a woman as fitting her to be a good Wite, they 
and meet helper? 

I anſwer,there may be ſome things inward, 
and ſome things outward making her ſuch, i 
ſhe enjoy them, or if not, the contrary. 

If it be demanded, what thoſe inward quz/ 
liications be that make a woman a meet hel.| 
per? I anſwer, The firlt is Grace, or the mJ. 
nifeſtation of the true feare of God in the heart, 
by the fruits of holineſſe in the life; without 


his it is not poſſible that a woman can bealſſ VV 
> meet —_ 
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meet helper; for if ſhe be unable (as an inſtru- 
ment) to contribute ſomething eo make ſnp- 
plies to the neceflities of the beft part of a 
man, (that is, the ſoulez ) How can ſhe be a 
meet helper ? But a graccleſſe Wite is unable 
to contribute the leaſt mite this way, therefore 
ſhe can be no meet kelper. Be nor ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle) #nequally yoaked with Infigels, 2 Cor. 
6.14. which in the verſes following he labours | 
to amplifie ; There can be no fpirituall ſociety | 
between agractous and ungracious ipirit. The 
Apoſtle ſpeakes of Marrying in the Lord. The | 
Wife is bound by the Law (faith the Apolile) | 
zslong as her Husband hveth - but if her Huſ. 
band be dead ſhe js at liberty to marry whom | | 
ſhe will, only in the Lord, i Cor.7.39. And to 
be joyn'd in holy wedlock to a gracious per- 
ſon, is to matry 1n the Lord, The Apoltle, in | 
'Flabouring to maintaine his own, and his fellow | 
Apoltles priviledges at large, particularizeth: 
his, and their liberty to marry. Have we not 
power to lead about a Siſter, aWife, &c. power 1 
they had to marry, but his Wife mult be a Si- | 
ſter,t Cor.9.5. In the old world it was one of | 
Yihe principall fins that did provoke God to 
i arowne the Inhabitants thereof, that the Sons | 
of God (and they were the godly men of that | 
Ftime) did marry with the Daughters of men, 
(that is, ungodly perſons, ) Gez.6.2, David tels 
ſus, that all his delight was ia the Saints, even 
In thoſe that did excell in vertue, P/al.16.3. It 
our Fas the fin of So/oz0n that he tooke Idolatrous 
Wives, which was the cauſe of fad judge- 
= Xs ments 
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ments ſpirituall and temporall on him ; his 
Wives drew away bis heart frem God to their] 


And for his idolatrous Marriages, and bis Ido-| 
latry God divides bis Kingdome,and leaves but| 
a ſmall fag of it te himin his Sons daies, which 
was a temporall judgement, x Xivg.11.tothe 
end of the 11. verſe. Nay,for bis [1ps(wherce 
of ungodly Marriages was a fpeciall one, it 
bath been diſputable by many geod Divine, 
whether he were ſaved or not ? though the 
moſt Orthodoxe do conclude affirmatively ; 
and they ground their Charity firſt upon that| 
place, Neh.13.26. where he 1s {aid to bebelo 
ved of his God(And whom God loveth,he loverh| 
to the end, Foh.13-1.) Their ſecond ground is, 
that he was a Penman of Scripture, and ſuch} 
are call'd Holy men of God, 2 Per. 1.#lr. from| 
whence they conclude he could not periſh, for 
Ged will not damne holy ones. But we ma 
ſafely conclude, that this fin was very fearefull 
Sampſon mult have his Da{:/ah to dally with 
aS a companion for his Bed, but it coſt him the 
loſſe of his eyes firſt, and then of his life and! 
limbes, he had a bad and ſad portion with her. 
By the way, we may 1ce they are much decer| 
ved, that thinke it may be lawfull for a godly 
man to marry with a prophane Wife, even 1n| 
hopes to be a means to convert her ; I grant, 
that ſometimes it pleaſeth God to honour the! 
believing Husband,; or believing Wife to be an 
Inſtrument to convert the unbeliever ; But 
for any to preſutne of this at the time of woing, 
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falſe Gods, whick was a pirituall judgement: 
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| |God, is a groundlefle preſumption But were 
8 [ſhe traftable to good Cotinlcll, and x diligent 
| [frequenter of the meanes of Grace, there | 


'[tioned before, was better fenced: againit the 


ſhip, that he would never have made fo much 
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or Wedding the Party oppoſite to the waies of 


might be ſome footing tor hope # But 'if not, 
feare having any ſociety with'her, keep thy 
'felfe- at more-than ſtaves length from her, for 
ſhe is more like to pervert thee thanthou art 
like to convert her, Sol9mer, whom we men- 


danger of (uch teifptations than thou art ;-for 
God had appeared unto him twice, which any 
good heart would have concluded, would (© 
have conJoy ned him to God, and tohis Wor- 


as a ſceme-leparation frem God z yet we ſee, 
that in the day of his temptation hefell back 


and ſtarted from God like a broken bow. Be- | * 


loved, let me then tell thee, that thou haſt no 


cauſe to preſume of doivg ſuch a perſon good |. 


who is averſe trom God, . but of feare of thy 
own ſtedfaltneſſe, eviil wives do'many times 
make good men bad, bat alwaies bad men 


worſe; a very Jade will draw more down- | 
hill chan many good Horſes will be able to] 


draw up againe: A carnall Wife will draw 4 


man turther from God, than many good Chri- z 
ſtjans with all their Exhorrations, reproofes; | | 
and good Countels will be able to regaine| 


back. Beloved, it is then but need for thee to 
make grace the object of thy loye, that thou 


maieſt be guarded againlt thoſe dangers thou}. 


art other wile like to be environed with, eve] | 
we” 
0. } A 
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| ORSON ty Wo — (IO 
_ of being drawn from God, and the waies of 
|| his grace.. Secondly,thon muſt make grace the 
" ObjeR of thy love in regard of the helps thon 
i ſhalt find. by a woman. of a gracious ſpirit to 
I further thee in tby holy profeſſion ; She will 
= be a meanes to rouſe thee up againſt ſecurity| 
n- and worldly mindedneſle ;.. She will be a 
meanes of ſtrengthening thy weake faith, and 
to help thee againſt all djfidence and doubt- 
| | ings, Z«d4g.13.22,23. She will be a meaneste|' 
Mt . | ſtir thee up to love and good works ; She will| 
| be a mecapes to help thee m the growth of| 
grace here, and ſo a meanes of thy happineſle| 
hereafter.3z (Here are more flowers to addeto. " 
thy begun-Nolegay in the laſt end of Marriage)| Þf |; 
| bind them together and they will be very Odo- 
riferous to pleaſe thy ſenſes. Thirdly, thou 
1 haſt need to make grace the ObjeR of thy love f 
in chuſing a Wife, as thou defireſt thy love | 
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ſhould bold out to the end ; For if thou make] . 
Riches the Obze& of thy love, they may be| 
| leſt, they are ſubjeRtto many catualties. Riches t 
{ have wings like an Eagle and may flye away, hb 
Prov.23.5. and when they are gone thy love = 


will flye after. If thou make beauty the Ob- 
je& of thy love, that may vaniſh away, for 
favour is deceitfull,and beauty js-vanity, Prev. 
31.30. Beauty may be taken away by ficknefle,| JF |» 
or by ſome accidentall blow in the face, by] | 


| loſſe of an Eye, by a Canker inthe Nole, or - 
j ſome other meanes, and if once gone, Jove will \ 


| gotoo. If thon make Perſon the Objc& of 
| thy love, that may ſuffer much detriment,| F| ; 
= IS crookedneſs | | 
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crookedneſſe may grow in a body formerly 
ſtraight, ſuch a comely body may come to 
want a Leg or an Arme, which will be a ble- 
mifh to it; Now Perſon being defective; tove 
will be the (ame. If thon make hope of He- 
nour the Objed of thy love, Thy wives great 
Kindred may faile of power to advance thee, 
nay of power to hold up themleives; ( we 
want not plentifull experience of this: ) Or 
they may be prejudiced againſt thee and fru- 
ſtrate thy expeRations, and make thee {ce too 
laterhat thou halt but built Caſtles in the Aire 
ts depend on them, fo all hopes that way being 
loſt,thy love will be loſt too, Now whea thy 
love bath fetchr its lalt gaſpe, it may be, happy 
wereit for thee ( in ſome tenſe ) if thou and 
thy love atight be buried both in one grave, 
for atter love is once departed, what will, or 
can thy life be but a eondition of grietc and 
heart-forrow, and great dilcontentment, that 
thou {hould(t have a wife whom thou canſt 


take no pleaſure in, and wouldſt with all thy 


love, (and withall, art no whit mittaken, but 
thoy'tindeft it to bein the heart of thy wife in 
deed, and 11 trath ;) Then as grace doth en- | 


creaſe, ſothy love will abound, but grace ean-| 


not but encreaſe continually, thercfore love 
[will multiply in thy heart exceedingly. Now 
'8$thou delircſt to be kept from Apoltacy, or 


tieart part with, and yet it may be thon ſhale | 
not part with her untill death cutthee off firſt. | 
But if thoa make Grace the Ovjett of thy | 
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And as thou delircf to be helped forward in 
all Chriſtian Counſcls, and good waics: And} 
as thou dot deſire to keep life in thy love, and 
co encreaſe therein, to thy own comfort, and 
the comfort of thy wife, io let it be thy.care, in 
the tears of God, to looke to thy own heart, 
that it deceive thee not, but that thou doſt in- 
dced make Grace the Obje of thy love in 
the choice of thy wife ; then thou maieft cer- 
tainly expeRt by the bleſſing. of God much 
comfort in {ach a Yoak+fellow in all thy wants 
of wealth, or health of ſoule or body , and 
maycſt whileſt thou enzoyeſt her .begin to 
write enconmiums of her, and when ſhe 1s 
dead, then with Jacob ſet up a pillar upon her 
Grave, and perhaps waieſt truly ſay, fan 
Daughters have done vertnouſly, but thou ex- 
celieſt them all ; for favour u deceitfull, and 
beauty is vaine, but a nomanthat feareth the 
L ord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed + Grve her of the frun 
of her hawds,and let her own works praiſe hes in 
the Gater. Here we thall turne 1n; and proceed 
no further in the amplification of the firſt in- 
ward qualification of a good wife. 

In the ſecond place, the chiefe qualificati- 
on of a good wifke(next ſaving Grace) is ſweet 
diſpoſition of Nature, that the be of aquiet and 
peaceable ſpirit; for it is much to bebewailed, 
that in divers men and women, that we doubt 
not in the leaſt meaſure but that they are very 

| gracious, and defire to prove their ſoules ts 
God in all waics of holineſle, yet are of bad 
Natures,and themiclves cannot but ice it,and I, 


doubt 


{deavour to avoid laying a ConJagalltye upon 
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doubt not but they dalireto bewalle it before / 
God in ſecret, and yet cannot attaine to have 
their Corruptions in this kind mortified in any 
comfortable way ; yet it mult be granted, that 
ſack perſons are not (many times) comforta- | 
ble Conſorts ; And therefore thou that art to 
make choice of a wife haſt cauſe enough to en- 


thy ſelfe, to live and dye with ſuch a woman, 
though otherwiſe one of good parts. It a wo- 
man be of churliſh nature, 8&of crols diſpolitons 
in the abſtra&, ſhe will calt ſuch a coole damp 
on her Hnsbands love, as may not only chill, 
but kill it ; whereby ( though ſhe may be a {ad 
ſufferer her ſelfe) ſhe will abundantly preju- 
dice her Husband in his comiorts, and may 
ſhorten his daics: For a man cannot live that 
cannot love ; the love of any thing gives con- 
tentment to the mind to enjoy the fame, A 
crofſe and tarte nature in a wife un-wifes her, 
(as I may ſay) for ſhe that 1s not a meet hel- 
per, is either not a wife, or elfe a very imper- 
teR one; for how can (he be laid to be a wife 
that is not a meet helper, who is unfit for com- 
fortable ſociety? but ſuch a wife is as ſharp and 
bitter, vouchy and tangue by nature, will not 
(ordinarily ) be ſociable, loving, kind,and ami- 
able in her carriages and departments to her 
Husband ; and doth it not concerne thee to | 
avoid her in thy choice of a wite, for ſuch a 
Woman as we ſpeake of will not make a good 
Wife, nor good Mother, nor good Dame, or 
Miſtris, ſhe will not be goed 1n any relation, 
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(I meane, 1n the latter part of this diſcourſe, 
where an untoward nature is predominant in a 
woman.) Solomon ſaith, /r is w better to dwell 
in a corxey of the houſe top,than with a brawling 
womau in a wide houſe, Prov.21,9.He allo ſaith, 
T he contentions of a wife are 4 continual drog- 
prng,Pro.19.13. A continuall dropping will 
weare, walt,and conſume ſtone, (as oblervati- 
on will proye). And truly, this dropping from 
4 contentious wife will weare, waltezand con- 
ſume, not only all the comforts that her Hu(- 
band otherwiſe might bave in her, but his 8kin, 
F bone, marrow, and vitall ſpirits, and all 

in time, Apoltletels us, that 4 mecke and 
| quiet ſpirit in awoman u of great price with 
God, 1 Pet.3.4. And ſo it is doubtleſie with 
every rationall man ; therefore as thou would(t 
avoid many inconveniences in the Marriage 
Eſtate,and wear the comfortsof it as a Crown 
of all temporal felicity - Se labeur to gaine a 
woman of {weet naturall di{poſitions, of a ve- 
ry Amiable and Afﬀadle carriage, of a meeke 
and quiet {pirit, the happinefle whereof will 
be permanent. | 
 Inthe next place weſhall proceed (by the 
helpe of God) to (ome outward [yet very ne- 
ccflary ) qualitications for thee to pitch thy 
theughts on, and to labonr to obtaine, that 1o 
thou maieſt lay a good ground- worke to: pre- 
_ too late Repentance iathee for thy Raſh 
nceic. 

In the third place, to make an addition to 
thy comforts in the Marriage Eſtate, be very 
| careful 
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in the Perſon and Favour of ſuch a One as thou 
would(t enjoy for thy Conſert, both jn Bed, 
and at Beard,(as we ſay JAnd m this thou mult | 
be ſomewhat curious. Beloved, there is a 
threefold Curioſity ; Firlt, there is an unne- 
ceſſary Curioſitie z thou maieſt be nice, and 
this is leſhly and carnall, and may come with- 
in juſt ſaſpition of that ſia of making proviſion 
for the fleth to falfill the luſts thereof, Rows. 13, 
14. Secondly, there is a Prudentiall Curiofity, 
and that is, when a man lates a ground-worke 
of Contentation defore-hand (yet therein op. 
ſerving a Mediocrity too)for the future. Third- 
ly, there is a confcientious Curioſity ; and that 
is when a Chriſtian labours to prevent tempta- 
tions, and ſo to circumvent bis ſpirituall Ad- 
verſaries. Now the firlt, that is, Unneceſſary 
Curioſity 1s. to be condenined, but the other 


careful in thy Choice to ſatisfie thine Eye, both | 


two to be commended, for they provide for 
purity of heart and life, as allo for perpetua- 
ting love and ſweet ſociety. Firlt, it provides 
for purity,&c. and prevents the contrary ; for 
by undeniable con{equence it will follow; That 
he who doth net rejoice in the Wife of his 
Youth ; and he whole Wife 1s not to him as 

2 loving Hind and plealant Roe, will be raviſht 
| [with s ſtrange woman, an4 embrace the bo- 
lome of a (tranger, Prov.5,18,19,20. Rebecca 
was beautifull and faire, Ger. 26.7. And her 
Hasband was taken therewith,tor he could not 
| | forbeare dalliance with her when it was dan- | 
| | gerous to his life, ver.8,9. Which {trength of 
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his affeAions to her being (o abundantly tatisfi- 
ed with ber beauty z Divines render as a reg- 
ſon, that he only, of all the Patriarkes, was 
preleryed trom the finof Polygamy ; ſtrength 
of affcions betweene married perions is a {0- 
veraigne antidote againlt all uncleannefle 2 
And how can ftrength of Atﬀecions be ex- 
peed where there 1s not ſatisfaction 1n each 
others perſons? But where there is, there 
Tempoiall mercies become ipirituall advanta- 
ges ; then judge, whether it be not (under this 
maine conſideration ) of yery great concern- 
ment to mind meeting with both perſon and 
favour in ſuch a one as thon delirelit to wed : 
But in a ſecond place { yet in a way of ſubor-= 
dinationto the former) this :atisfaction before 
ipoken of, tends to the perpetuating love be- 
rweene thee and thy pleafing Conſort. Jacob 
had two wives, Leah and Rachel; Now tbe 
Holy Ghoſt mentions no deformity in Leah, 
but that (he was tender-eyed, but Rachel (;aith 
the Text) was beautifull and faire (or well-ta- 
voured,) Ge».19.17. Then in ver. 18.-the Text 
ſaith, and Jacob loved Rachel, and ſaid (to ber 
Father) I will ſerve thee ſeven jeares for Ka- 
chel thy youngeſt Daughter. He was lo taken 
with her beauty, that he was content to ſerve 
even a ſcycnyeares apprentiſhip (as we may 
ſay )for her ; nd verte go. it is fa1d, He /oved 
Rachel more than Leah; But ſome may ſay, 
Hot love is ſoone cold, did this love hold out? 
I anſwer, yea, longerthan life ; for after God 
tooke Rachel away by death, ( who —_ 
Child- 
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Child-bearing ) her Husband takes care two! 
\waies to preſerve the remembrance of her ; 
Firſt, he cals her. Son (whom ſhe aied of ) Bex- 
jawin,(the fon of my right hand ;) as if he had 
| faid, this Benjamin was the ſon of my wife Ra- 
| chel, who was as deare to me as my right 
band ; His mother had call'd him Benoxi ( as 
much as to ſay, the ſon of my forrow;) but that 


name mult not pafle, becauſe 1t would not hold | 


| out the [trength of Jacobs affe ion to Rachel; 
| Secondly, Rachel mult have a Plller erected on 
| her grave (as we noted before on another oc- 
| caſion) for an Honourable remembrance of her 
| to polterity, and it was call'd the piller of Re- 
chels grave,taith the Text, Gere35.20, Yet fur- 

| ther marke the expreſſions of Facob concern- 
ing Rachel , ( many yeares atter her death, as 
the Narrative of them are made by Jadah,) 

| 4nd thy Servant my Father ſaid nnio us, Ye 
| know that my wife bare me two Sent,Gen. 44,27» 
| My Wife ] which as it is here uſed is an em- 

| phaticall expreſſion, he doth not ſay one of my 

| wives, nor yet my wife Rachel, but my wife; 
| he ſeemes to forget that Leab was his wife, or 
as if he had no wives lying in his boſome but 
only Rachel, I ſay, -A man being tully ſatisfied 
in his Wives perſon and favour, his love js per- 
petuated, 1t prevents many lad eruptions, 
heart-breakings, and unkindnefſles; it ſweetens 
ſociety, it helps to a comfortable bearing of 
sfflictions, 1t caſeth-cares ; do not thinke it to 
be a triviall thing to labour to receive full con- 


tent in the perſon of thy wife; I am able to 
acquaint 
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acquaint thee, that I knew a Gentleman who| 01 
was very godly, that being te looke out for aj" 
Wife(which was indeed to be a ſecond wife, ) hk 
he tooke tpeciall care to meet with one truly 1 
no 

e 

yol 

{ 


gracious, and of a ſweet, loving, and meek na- 


ture, (and I am able with much confidence to 
averre he was not fruſtrate therein ;) But in 
the meane time did deny himlelfe abeut her 
perſon, for he was ſo taken with the other|ſſ®? 
two, that he accepted of a perſon crooked,andſ ®' 
of bard favour ; but within ſhort time (fad is" 
itto tell ) he takes her defects 1nto conlidera- kin 
tion, and by degrees fals to (light his wife, and the 
then to hate her, and take no delight in ſociety'© 
with ber, who being once ( in [peciall ) in a ** 
great paſſion and: rage againſt her in the time V# 
of Family Prayer, did in her own hearing, andj*c 
in_the preſence of divers of his Children, {el 
(growne up to ſome diſcretion) and alſo in the" 
bearing of his Servants, carneltly beg of Godſſ®* 
to diſcover, unto him that great finof his that kno 
didprovoke him to give bim a crooked wite.ſ® * 
Truly, it was a crooked prayer, and did migh-YWt 
tily dilturbe (and not without caute) this pre-o©! 
cions wife. It is true, that favour is deceitful v2 
and beauty is vanity, as hath been contideredY a 
already: Bat that hath been only inrelationto* 9 
the making it the Obje& of thy Jove, foro live 
if is vaine and finfull 5 yet it hath its uſe, and}®*2 
ſome eyes muſt have many graines of it too! 
to make a well accompliſhed wite for them, thei, 
Here by the way, how much then are thoſe byy 
Parents to blame, that ſtraine their powerſ*90 
ovety.___ 
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over their Children beyond due limits, in lay= 
aff ivg engagements and commands on them ta | 
| ) like of ſyeh perſons for Husbands, and Wives, 
ly for them,as they ſhall thinke moſt meet, which 
it they will aot (becauſe many times they can- 
not, by reaſon they are not able to cloſe in their 
in\ſ| hearts and affeRions with their perſons and fa- 
er} yours;) then they wut be frown'd upon, call'd 
er | difobedient Children, and diſinherited, caſt off 
4 if chey were but a baitard Generation : But 
- if this (in a ſpeciall manner ) be not a provo- 
"a. | king Children to wrath, and « diſcouraging of 
ng them, I know not what is; which (in of Pa- | 
ery} 'e9ts the Apoſtle forbids, Ce/.3.21.Now fnthe 
| a feare of God let Parents be admoniſhed to be- 
mel ware of this (in, of enforcing their Children ts 
ng] accept of ſuch Husbands, and Wives, as them- 
en, {{clves only choſe without, nay, againlt the free 
the conſene of their Children. But if Parents will 
- od {not be exhorted to the contrary, let them 
ha know, that they are in a high degree acceſſary 
ite {to all the brawlings and contentions that fall 
abt after ſuch Marriages betweene their Chil- 
Te..dren, and they mult anſwer before the Bar of 
ll, Gods Tribunall for all breach of Covenant, all 
regMarriage-bed defilement, for all poyionings, 
1 to other bloudy plots totake away the natural | 
r ſoff ives of cither perion ; and they are guilty of all 
and{{d(orders, of all non-pertormanee of Family 
200 uties, of all diſhonour brought to God by 
em;{'Kir Childrea in the Marriage eltate, and (to 
aoſel{ 9 undeniavle contequence Jof their Childrens 
wer Vamnatiou for ſuch ſins, though the Children 
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The fourth 
qualificati- 
0#z&C, 


are accomptable before God for their owne 


(ins too. Thou that art a Father, or Mother,re-| 
member that ſaying, Call che Maid and ache! 
at her month, Gen,24.57, We have been lar-| 
ger on this particular than was at firſt jnten-Y 
ded, but ( Beloved ) we hope forthy profit, 
and ſo we conclude it,and pafſe on. 

Ia the fourth place, if thou wouldſt have 
meet helper thou muſt looke at fitnefle of Age 
in that woman whom thou delireſt to be thy 
Wifez Or elſe how canſt thou expe& meet | 
helpe from her in all conditions; It a mane 
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points of womanhood to fit her for to beaſſſ®*< 
good wife, and tbe old woman ſtands in need}Þ[5<' 
of a Nurſe to waite on her in her decrepidſ*! 
Age. Now in this particular we ſhall ule thefſſ": 
more conciſenetle, becauſe we have ſpent ſome 
time this way before, yet we mult confeile'>* 
thoſe lines did chiefly relate fo cautionate theſſh 
Man not to mind Marriage before ripe in Age 
for that (tate of life ; But as a man muſt no 
marry till of fit Age, ſo neither mult he chaſe* 
a wife therein unfit ; yet both Divinity and 
Philoſophy will juſtifie that man that dotd 
match himſclfe to a Girle, rather than he wb 
doth marry anold woman; fer a Girle may inf 
time become a woman .fit to beare Children, 
and guide the houſe, as the Apoſile w__ 
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oli 1 7:9.5.14. which are ſpirituall ends of Mar- 
-.\{|rizge ; But the old woman will be more and 
eff] more unfit ; Now though it be not convenicnt 
r-\{|that a woman of eight or ten *yeares older than 
n-fſthe man ſhonld be joyn'd in Marriage with 
ty kim, yet no man of underltanding dare deny, 
but that it may be lawfull, provided that-.the 
woman be not paſt Child-bearing,and withall, 
beef an able and healtbfall conſtitution. But 

[if other wiſe, two ſpeciall ends of Marriage are 

ſrſtre, and thcn it” is a (in againſt God, and _ 0 
\ offi Nature too, tobe 1o joyned in Marriage - But:} 
ife | when a man about twenty fixe yeares old (hall: | 
an ſve married to a Maid of about twenty, or a | 
ateſſ{ Man about thirty yeares old ſhall marry with | 
ir$142id about twenty foure, ſuch ConjunRions | 
aff} are of good report ; and iuch perſons, as they 
veafilare Youtbtull together, ſo they grow aged to- | 
«ther, and are never eſtranged 1n their affe- 
Rionsone towards another,if other qualificatt=- 
ons alſo correipond. And belides, the fruir of 
© ſuch Marriages ordinarily ( by the bleſſing of 
God) is to have Children betimes jo youtbfull-| 
the daies, when their Parents can beſt care-for | | 
ageſſ'hem, and take paines with them, which Chil- | 
notf{dren, if the Lord give them grace, prove asa 
baſes ſtaffe or ſupport totheir Parents, (under God) 
intheir old Age, which is a bleſſing abundant< | 
ly deſirable, But all men both Religious and 
& Morall do copdemn ſuch men as in their youth- 
:nffalldaies will(tor any ſiniſter endin the world) 
C joyne themſclves in Marriage with women of | 


—_ 


res] dove fatty (nay,ſometimes above lixty) yeares | Gen 18. 
” " Old; | 21. 
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Old. There can be no Ifſae from ſuch Marria-|fj. 
| ges, unleſfſe God worke a miracle, which who| \ 
can expe without great preſumption. Andi 
beſides, this diſagreement in yeares breeds a q 
diſagreement in lite ; tor a young man cannotſf}/ 
entirely love a woman ſo much older than 
himſelfe, that when be is in the prime of his| 
yeares and (trength, that then his wite ſhould 
be crazie, unhealtbtull, unhandiome ( for him? 
to have neere ſociety with, ) and of a withere] ph 
body, whereby he is Obnoxtous to an inunda- WT! 
tico of temptations of all kiads, from his ſpi- || 
rituall enemies (even) to uncleannefle, to un-(ff* 
bridled paſſions, to Company-keeping, and ſo] 
tothe negleR of the duties of his Calling, and 
of his Family, and ſo te laviſh expence, to| 
the undoing of him and his ; thus I leave to thy 
ſclfe to jadge,whether a fit Age be a good qua- 
lification in a woman to make her a meet bel- 
per to thee in the Marriage cſtate or no. 
The fifth Qualification neceſſary to make 1 
woman a meet helper,is, to be deſcended trom |}. 
the Loines of godly Parents : But before I 
proceed to ſhew thee how this is neceſſary, 1 
(hall briefly premiſe one thing, (viz. ) That 
thou maie(t warramably take a wife from 1»-( 
dia, ( whoſe Parents were Heathens,) from 
Rome, from Spare, or out of any prophane and. 
irreligious Family, provided.that her felfe bea 
fincere Convert, a godly, pious, gnd religious h 
woman) for it is not her Parents and thee, but _ 
ſhe and thou that make but one fleſh ; this pre 
miſed, I ſay, it is necellary to marry a wife" 


| 
J- 
fo 


out 


Conjngall Connſell. 


47 | 


| 


- [ont of a godly Family ; Firſt, inrelation to thy 
"| Ot(pring ; Secondly, to thy lelfe ; Firſt in re- 
lation to thy Off- ſpring ; for bereby the Cove- 
nant of Grace runs to them'in the faller 
Fſitcame, the entaile is the ſtronger, (as I may 
= ſay.) God threatens ro vir the iniquity of the 
wo Fathers upon the Children, but ro the third and 
yl foarth Generation, of them that hate him : But 
=_ epromiſeth, zo ſbew mercy wmto thouſanas of 
ws them that love bim, andkerp bis Commande« 
a. et Exod 20.5,6. God makes a Covenant 
with ſceds feed, 1ſ2.59-21. It thy Children 
"en look back, and upon good grounds con- 
@ ({Ecivetheir Progenitors for many Ages palt did 
e the Lord,they may ( it they tear the Lord 
Shemſclves ) comfortably conclude , that 

trough free Grace they have an Intereſt inthe 


= © © 


nd 
to 


= pycnant of Grace, even in that Covenant 
"ll God made with Abrabam to be the God 


ably improve that Covenant, by a true and 
ively faith, to afſure their ſoules that they are, 
_ wt only members of. the viſible, but of the 
\ 1 {aviſible Church of Chriſt; and that they may 
"Hat Iqthis, remember that I ſaid, they mult feare 

he Lord themſelves, and they mult have a 


(cl 


Tow ey faith, or elieall the faith and holineſſe of 
= dew Parents, at a further or nearer diltance, 
he ff iſtand them in noftead, in relation to ſpiri- 
: ou} advantages - But as for outward bleſſings, 
! vu tbe Children of che faithfull may bave the 


mM r portionof them for their faithfull Pa- 
Tide ms ſake on both tides, I (ay, onthe Mothers 
out ſide, 


dt him and his (ced for ever,& fo may comtor- | 


—_—_ 
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| //macl himtclte (hall have the beneht of 4bre 
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ſide, as well as on the Fathers'; / have been 


young (faith David) but new am old, yet never| 
ſow the righteoms forſaken, nor hu ſeed begging 
bread, Pſal.37.25. Then inthe 26 wer, He u 
ever merciful and lendeth, and hu ſecd is ble(- 
ſea. Axgaine, if thy wife be of the iced of the 
faithfull, then.both ſhe and her Children are 
intereſted into the benefit of their Fore fa] 
thers prayers, (we meane 1a this place only for 
outward thiogs.) Abrabam prates\ unto Gad 
for 1hmael - Oh (ſaith he ) that 1{hwmar! might 
true m thy fight, Gen 17.18. Then in the 20. », 
God anlwereth him, As for /ſhmael! ( ſaith 
God) I have heard thee, Behold, I have bleſſe 
him, and will make h1m fraitfullyt welte Prince: 
ſhall he beget, and 1 will make him a great Ns 
t129n,Beloved,you may here note, Thar not only 


hams prayers, but his ſeed alſo,tor they ſhould 
be Princes, and indeed a great Nation, and yet 
they wete Abrahams feed only according to 
the fleſh; ( but bad they been his {picituall teed 
too; thele mercies. might have been fanRitied 
to them and fo madethe greater, ) Indecd, th! 
Prayers of the righteous availe much, Jam. 
16. Laſtly, as thou deſirelt to have comfort in 
thy Wives kindred, thou mult labour to chule 
her, as one ſprivging from the ſtock of the 
taithfull; for as thou doſt marry her to be tt 
wifc, ſo thou doſt marry her kindred ( as| 


tort canſt thou have (when thou art of a He 
venly frame ot ſpirit thy ſelfc) to have fociay 


an} ' 


Q 


may iay ) to be thy kindred, And what conf | 
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y__ and communion with a carnall and irrelioious 
er(f] | kindred ? Surely bur little : So much alſo tor 
vl [{bis fire particular, 

wi | Thelixth qualification which is neceſlary to 
f be look'd aftcr in the choile of a Wife, is, a 
helff | competent outward Eftate ; And herein ] 
r&f | might fave my Jlabuur to pur this down for a 
@- | {dirction t: ſome, for it 15 the firlt thing,nay,the 
orlff fall io all their hearts are affected with, except 


all] [the Amorous reficRings of their wanton eyes | 


kf fon lome paint, and Features in the Face, aid 
+. [compicatnefle of per fon, meerly wo atislic thr 
6} | wanton, flethy, and fentuall appetitcs ( which 
ed} {10 this kind 1s uolawfuil, thovgh otherwite 
2 [commendable, as betore dt! culicd. ) I would 


ap {moderation of his exorbitant attctions, not 
only look after, but labour tor, a convenient 
portion with his wife in Marrjage, and that as 
be dcefires her to be a meet hdper. And firlt, 
becaule the things of this life are the good 
Creztures of God: ; they are bl: \ſ10gs, nay, fin- 
gular bleſſings, when ſanRitied to us, & of pe- 

ciall uſe to us whilett we are 11 this our Pilgri- 
mage, to Carry us thiough the world without 
difractions and worldly encumbrances, that 
we may With the more enlargedneflc of heats 
walke with our Gcd 1n a holy Convert tation. 
and that with chectctulnefe ; Only, we had 
raced take great heed we rru/t not in wncert ainc 
| Riches, but in the living Goa, 1 7119246 17,and 
that if Rrches encreaſe we ſer not our hearts x p- 


have every man 1n a due place, and with tome | 


onthem, Cha 10, I fay, we have need to 


mance. 


| - P' ever ' 
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| prevent theſe evils, becauſe all bleſſings both 


ſpirituall and temporall are ſan&itfied to us but 
in part. Againe 1n the ſecond place, it is law- 
full for a man to mind a portion with his Wite, 
becauſe it is the dutpof Parents to lay up pot- 
tions tor, & to give, portions to their Children, 
2 Cor.12-14-. The Apoltle laies it down poſti- 
tively, that «« z the duty of Parents t» lay up for 
their Children : though he apply the ſame ina 
(pirituall ſenſe. Fob gave his Daughters Inhe- 
ritance among their Brethren, Job 42. 15, 
Elkanav gives unto his Sons and Daughters 
Portions, 1 Sam 1.4. When Caleb beſtows 
his Daughter in Marriage to Otrhniel, be gave 
| him a portion with her over a Southland, and 
after on her demand, the upper and nether 
{prings, Z#4g.1.13,15. In the third and laſt 
place, a man may looke at poitien with a wife, 
becauſe he cannot live at folow a rate when 
he is married as he could when he was a ſingle 
wan, and his wite doth eacreaſe ( or help to 
encreate) this his Charge, therefore there is 
all the reaſon in the world ſhe ſhould bring 
ſome additionall maintenance; For Aoacy 
anſwereth all things faith Solomon,Eccl. 10.19. 
We have a Proverbe, that Money will keep 
love warine; I muſt confelle, that it may be 
true thus, that as Money an{wereth all things, 
(as Solomen hath before ſaid) to it takes away 
all diltractions and perturbations from the [pi- 
rit, and fo leaves a man free with the greater 
torrent of love to run into the boſome of bis 


wife, and in a Reciprocall way to receive the 
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like from her again. But Beloved,I befeech thee 
beware of wedding a puric of Money ; I have 
acquainted thee with the caſualties and dan- 
gers that may overtake thoſe that make weaith 
the ObjeR of their love - Andlet me tell thee 
whoever thou arfthat art Mack-warme, thou 
maieſt feare, that all the happinefle thou wile 
mect with in thy choiſe of a Wife will be con- 
fin'd in a purſe,or in a bag of traſh,(for fo 1s the: 
gold of Ophir in compariſon of a vertuous 


Therefore if God bath lent thee a lutticient 
outward Eſtate to carry the charge of Marti- 
'age about withall, then, though it may be law- 
fall for thee to look at fome portion with a 
yoke-tellow, and thou maicſt rhanketully re- 


ceive what God hath provided for thee; yer if | _ 


'the portion be but fall, nay, if none at all buc 
ſpirituall verrucs, even the riches of the mind, 
(let (in ſuch a cale ) the thoughts ot riches pals, 


and accept of the weman wyh ber inward | 


treaſure ; and as Aſordecat iaid unto Hefter in 
\another caſe, Who knoweth whether thos art 
come tothe Kingdome for ſuch a t:1me as this, 
Heſ.4.14. So i iay uniothee, who khoweth 
but that God hath given thee thy wealth for 
ſuch a time as this, even to enlarge the out- 
ward comfortable living of fuch a precious 
'woman, who ſpiritually doth live in che bo- 


[ſome of Jeſus Chriſt ; We ſhall deſiſt from fur- | 


ther prolecution of this ſixch qualification, and 
proceed to the next. en 
| The {ſeventh quahfication { or neceſſary en-. 


I. orcdtent} az. 


———— 


wite, nay her price is tarre above riches ;) | 


Pro.31.10, 
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oredient ) to make a woman a meet helper, 15, 


| trugality or good Houtewitfery, and this doth 


ina fit place {ucceed the laſt foregoing quali- 
tication : for that did fully and clearely make it 
out to be lawfull for a man to have an eye 1n 
Marriage to a womans out ward cſtate(alwaies 
provided, tht it malt be jn due place, and mo- 
derate.) But what advantage will it be tox 
man to have a great portion with his wife, if 
(he be expenflve, waltetuil, profuſc.& prodigall 
10 her carriageziuch a wite will make good two 
Proverbs, that is, ſhe will brirg a noble ſoon 
to nine-pence 3 And what ſhe brings in with 
a ra«c the will diſpeiſe with a foize 2 This is 
the fooliſh woman Solomon compiaines of,that 
p:ils down ber houſe with ber hands, Prov. 14.1, 
Such a woman will joon brivg her Selfe, her 
Hagwana and Childicn to a Norſcll of bread. 
Its two wellknown, that ſome.painetull, care- 
tull and 1nduſtrious Husbauds cannot get be- 
torchand in the world, but are alwates hinder- 
ly, and beggerly, by mcanes of their waves, 
who are mult jolly, jocund, and junketting 
Dames in the Townes and Places whete they 
hivez Thee will rob their Husbands at every 
curre, take Money out of bis purſe 5 nay, make 

lovey of Meat out of the powdering tubs, 


| Corne cut of their Chambers, Bread out of the 


Cup>otds. Oh theie are worſe than High- way 
Tinieves, for they might be avoided, but theſe 
lemetimes are Not. {Oo much as ſuſpeRed.; but 


werethey, how ſhalla mans ruine be preven- 
ted from beirg brought by lach Caterpillars 
P 


PECPEnr® { 


|conciude this particular likewiſe,let me jintreat 
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thou wouldlt avoid ſuch an unſufferable Croſs | 
inthe Marriage condition, take heed then be- | 
forehand that thou be not enſnared with a 
Maid or Widdow of a frollick diſpolition. be- 
ware of thole who are gadders avroad- to 
Faires, and every meeting of pleaſure; take 
heed of ſuch as are full of levity, figging here 
and there, not knowing in what place, nor in 
what company to ſpend their time; Its very 
true, that 1t thou canlt meet with a wite quali- 
fied with true grace,thouneedit not teare luch 
an unmeet wife as we here mention, bur(with 
great gricfe be it expreſt, that ) though it be a 
mans duty to aime at obtaining a gracions 
wife,aS we have laid, yet there is a kind of jn- 
finite difficulty in meeting with ſuch an one ; 
And you ſhall heare a woman (cven the Mo 
ther of King Solomon) lay as much, Fro.31,10, 


perpendicularly upon his head Þ Beloved, if 


And according to the judgement of divers Or- 
thodoxe Divines, So/omon doth averre the ielfe 
lame in his Ecc/cſe, a booke which he wrote af- 
ter his repentar.ce for his Idolatry and loole 
walking with his God, wherein he doth com- 
\piain that among his thou'and Wives and Con- 
\cudines together (for ſo many he had in all, ſe- 
ven hundred of one, and three hungrcd of the 
other, i K:ng.11.3.)he found not one that was 
agodly woman, Eccl. 7. 27, 28. Theictore to 


thee to take up this direion to labour to walk 
thereby, and I dare aflure thee thou ſhaic no 
whit repent of thy paines herein, 

E 3 The 
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"The eighth and laſt qualification tobe eyed 
by thee in a woman whom thou wouldſt en- 
Joy as thy Wife, is, ſo much Education and 
breeding as is necefary in a woman inrelation' 
to thy ranke and condition ; yet this I ſhall 
net urge as upon cleare and abſolute Necellity, 
but upon neceflary conventency : For as an, 
abſurd, clownith, and ſordid behaviour ill bee 
comes 2 man : ſo all unworthy, fliggiſh, hoy-| 
denly carriage as ill becomes a woman ; And 
herein | appeale toall rationall and intelligitle 
perſons of both Sexes. The compleat *and 
comly behaviour of a woman, botli at home 
and avroad, js an Ornament both to her ielfe, 
and Husband, and if thou be a wiie man thou 
wit be aſhamed to ſee the contrary in thy 
wife; I (hall content my ſelfe in the bare' 
naming ofthis. I might urge at large the com- 
ly behaviour of Rebecca when ſhe met with 
her Husband 7ſazc the firſt time, how ſhe! 
alighted from the Camel, and covered her 
face with a vaile, Gen.24 64,65. which carri-, 
age of hers was very coinely, and did demon- 
ſtrate her education and breeding to be fingu- 
larly good; Thus we have done with the le- 
cond s meanes to be uſed to gaine a good wife, 
,and 4 meet helper; You nay be pleated tO res; 
"member we told you the fitit meancs was to 
gO to God by prayer, to beſcech him to below 
2go0od wite, and a meet helper on you. The! 
{ccond was, that you mult look on ſuch things, 
or qualifications, as made a woman to bea 
good wite, and meet belper, and theſe qualifi- 

cations 
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cations are in number Eight. Firſt,Grace ; Se- | , 


 [wife,and a meet helper ; Thou mult labour by 
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condly,Sweetneſſe of Nature ; Thirdly, Com- 
linelſe of perſon and favour ; Fourthly, A fit 
Age ; Fifthly, An honeſt deſcent ; Sixthly, A 
Competent portion of outward things z Se- 
venthly, Frugality and good Huſwifery ; And 
laſtly, Good Education and Breeding: Through 
all which particalars, in the Rrength of our 
God, we bave proceeded. Now by the iame 
alfitance we ihall proceed ' to handle two 
meanes more, and then come to the duties 
Married perſons owe each te other, and to 
their Families. 

Thirdly, if thou doſt deſire to have a good 


honeſt and juſt meanes to obtaine the conſent 
of Parents on both {ides, which ifthou be wan- 
ting in, thy marriage will be rather curlt of 
God than blctt, and thou (halt have cauſe ra- 
ther to mourne, than to rejoice in that condi- 
tion ; for thou malt be convinced 1n this, chat 
the very Efience of Marriage is the agreement 
of the parties, and the conſent of Parents, 
Great is the Intereſt that Parents have in their 
Children, and the power that God hath jave. 
ſed them with overthem ; Firſt, for their jn- 
tereſt in them, as the Apoitle ſaith jn another 
caſe, Tom are not jour own, but are bought wth 
aprice, 1 Cor. 6.19, 20, So may Ilay to Chil- 
dren, You are not your own, bnt you are 
bought with a price; Your Parents bave 
bought you, ( for though to fpeake moſt pro- 
perly God be the giver of Children, as no man 


E + nor 
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nor Angell can can deny, for Children are the Ine 
beritance of the Lord, and the frujt of the 
womoe ts his reward, Pſ4/.127 31. It wasthe 
Lord that opened Leahs womoe, Gen, 29. 31, 
And it was the Lord that did with-hold trom 
Rachel the fruit of her wombve, G:1.30.2.) yet 
in ſome {en'e Parents may be ſaid to have 
bought their Children, for ther Mothers buy 
taem deare, they conceivethem, beare them, 


——— 


and bring them intothe world with great pain 
and gricfte, ſometimes Children coſt their Mo» 
Lo tacir lives 10 Child-biurth, or Child-bed; 
| Benjamin coit his precious Mother herlife at 
ſuch a tiinc, Ger.35.17, 15. The Tree doth 
| ſometimes wither ani dye that the fruit may 
(live: And when Childrenare borne they colt 
pave, Fathers and Mothers much paine, coft, 
rice, and feare in bringing them up. They 
have much trouble and Wwatchings carly and 
| late about th:m + Beſides, what heart-break- 
ing paines Coth Parents take to leave ſome 
, Ma;nienance for their Children ? Children 
' then you ſee Colt their Parents dcare, Taere 1s 
| NO 0241 Can 1ay that he hath (o good an Inte” 
|: #7 40 any thing he doth enjoy as Parents have 
13 thett Chiidren, they are bone of their bone, 
| ard ih of their fiſh, Now then trom this 
[19 ereit ates have 1n tacir Cauluren, as ap- 
; pcarcs evidently, we may Conciude thus much, 
| That ic is an offence and a (in of an bigh nature; 
for Cluldren to deitow themlſeives in Marrj-| 
FR: without, much more if againit, the tree 
[nn ot their Parents ; Fult, humbly my 
an 


ere ot 


—— — 


hk. 6 BS 2. AE JOY... 23... A. 


—— ——__—_—_—___ 


Conjugall Counſell. 


and obtained ; Secondly, Great is the »ower 
which the Lord of all Creatures in Heaven and 
in Earth hath Invelted (Tay ) Parents with 
'over the bodies of their Childien; (for we 
| muſt know, that God js the Father of pirits 
'in a more peculiar manner, and hath them 
| wholly and tolely at his own command, ) and 
| that in relation to the beltowing them in Mar- 
|riage. Parents have power” to beltow their 
| Daughters in Marriage, and to take wives for 
their Sons, De«tr,7.3. which I gather from that 
' place oy the rule of contraries, but the Text is 
; molt properly an Inhibition of corrupt Marri- 
\3geS z but more full to this purpole is that place 
in Jer.29.6. Where the Lord ſpeakes thus, 
Take ye Wives and beget Sons and Daughters. 
Arg take you Wives for your Sens, and give 
your Daughters to Hub nds ; Which makes 
this point cleare, That the Lord (I once more 
lay ) doth Inveſt Parents with a full power 


(yet miltake me not, 1 dare not thinke, much 
lefle ſay, that Parents have a power to force 
their Ciuldren againſt their own wils to marry 
or be married as they pleaſe ; I only intend, 
that though Chilaren mult jJarve their own 
free conſents to marry withfich or ſuch a per- 


lon, that yet they may not, nor Jawfully can- 


re  —_— 


over their Children 1n relation to Marriage ; 


not withzont the conſent of their Parents;) So 
that from this power God hath given Parents 
over their Children, we do. againe averre the 
truth of the former Concluiton, that is, That 
t is an Offence. and (in of an bijgh nature for 

Chiigren 


57 


Crnjueall Counſell 


cloſer to the hearts of curſed and rebellious 


leherr bonds aſundrr, ard caſt away their cords 


Childran to beſtow themſelves in marriage 
without (much more if againſt ) the free con- 
ſent of their Parents. But to lay this fin yet 


Children, let them know, and know it aſſured- 
ly, that it 1s as cleare a truth as is involved in 
Gods Booke ( with reverence be. it expreſt ) 
that for them to beſtow themfelves in Marri- 
age thus without (much more, I ſay, againſt) 
the conſent of their Parents, 15 a Capital 
breach of the fifth, ſeventh, and cighth Com- 
mandements of the Decalogue ; Firlt, they 
tranſgreſſe againſt the fifth Commandement, 
for therein God commands them to honour 
their Father and ether; And by this their be- 
ltowing themſelves in Marriage again(t their 
conſents they caſt the greatelt difhonour upon 
them that can be thought, for by this a& of 
theirs they ſeeme to diſpute ( nay, they do dil- 
pute ) their Parents Interelt over them : nay, 
farther, the validity of the free Donation of 
Jehovah himſelfe, wito hath, as you have 
neard, given Children te be under their com- 
mand, even in this particuiar to which we 
{prake; and theſe Miſcreants,* theſe Rake- 
hels, ſay with thoſe-in Pſal.2.3. Let ws breake 


{rom #4, Secondly, theſe undutitull Children 
do violate the ſeventh Commandement, wher- 


in God ſaith, Thor ſhalt not commit Aanltery; 
| Now this is a moſt nndemiadle truth,that thoſe 
who preſume ro ſtep into the Marriage con- 


| dition, jn a way point blanke to that which 


God 


| 


(onjugall Counſell. 


| God hath ordained, never lawfully enter into 
ſach a cordition ; but ſuch as having Parents 
living do Marry againſt their content, do ſtep 
into that conditiM, point blanke te that way 
which God hath ordained : Therefore ſuch as 
ſo marry never lawfully enter jnto that condi- 
tionz and if two be not lawfully Married, they 
be not man and wife, then what they are you 
may eafily determine ; You may ſay they are 
a couple of uncleane perſons, or a Whoremon- 
ger and a Whore, and fo they will be til) they 
lavour to be humbled for their uncleane ſocie- 
ties, and* for their dilobedience againſt God 


their Parents to be reCopciled to them, and till 
then I once more lay, they hve inthe continu- 
all breach of the ſeventh Commandement. 
Laſtly, They tranſgreſs againſt the eighth Come- 
mandement, for therein God ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
not ſteale ; Now (ach as marry againſt the con- 
lent of Parents are the greatelt thieves in the 
world. You may remember that I told you 
that Children are dearer to their Parents than 
all that belides they enjoy, and that they have 
bought them very deare 3 Now if thieves 
breake the eighth Commandemen:, then ſure- 
ly theſe that thus marry apainlt their Parents 
conlent, being thieves, do breake that Com- 
mandement. How fearefull then is the con- 
dition of ſuch perſons as they ? The. Apoltle 
James laith, that he which keeps the whole Law 
and failes but in one point u gni/ty of all, Fam. 
2.10. How much more guilty muſt ſachbe 
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and their Parents, and have gained God and | 
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who faile in three points, as thoſe hot-ſpurs 
do who make more haſte than good ſpeed? 
Sampſon had better learned, 'and did better 
ptaice, He tels his Father and Mother that 
he had ſeen a woman in Timah that pleated 
him well, 7#dg.14.2.then in ver. 3. he pleads 
fer their conſent ; Now untill he had gotten 
the conſent of his Parents he would not marry, 
then in ver.10. his Father and Mother went 
down with him to T:ah to his Marriage ; 
Mind well the carriage of Abrahams Servant, 
which was made uſe of before on another oc- 
calion, Gen. 2443 ;. and ſo forward. Therefore 
when thou dolt deſire to marry, and haſt ipied 
out a perſon whom thou canlt love, then firſt 
acquaint thy own Parents with it, ſeek their 
counſell and conſent, which when thou haſt 
obtained, breake the matter to the Maids 
friends, but ſtep not one. foot further till Pa- 
rents are ſatisfied on both ſides, and then do as 
God and friends ſhall dire» I thall wade no 
farther in this thita meanes, but come to the 
talt, 

Yet, before we proceed thereto, here fals in a 
cale of Conſcience, ariſing fron: the lalt parti- 
cnlar, namely,, whether a man may under no 
conſideration-beſtow bimſelfe in Marriage a. 
gainſt the conſent of parents ? This is neceſſary 
to be ſpoken to in this place tor ſome poor foul 
may objc&, and ſay, 

I apprehend in my felfe a cieare Call to 
change my ſingle condition, and to enjoy the] 
Marriage eſtate, for I find my fſelte in fome 
poor ce 
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poore meaſure fit for it ; God having graci- 
ouſly beſtowed on me thoſe gifts before (po- 
ken of in ſome degrees ; and this I am ſure of, 
lam untit for the (ingle life, having not the 
gift of Chaſtity, but upon all occaſions burn 
with flethly cencupiſcence, to Gods diſho- 
nour, and to the waſting of all my fpiritaall 
comforts. I have uted thole meanes you men- 
tion to obtaine a good wife, and by Gods gra- 
cious providence 1 have found out a maid 
largely qualitied to make a goed wife ; and 
now the obſtacle is, iny Parcnts like it not that 
I ſhould enjoy her as my wife, andthat be- 
cauſe ſhe hath too much of the feare of God 
in her, as they think, and not out ward portion 
lo much as they would have me en;oy with g 
wite ; and truly, I have long waited for their 
conſents, and uicd the belt meanes I can to en- 
joy the ſame, but do even deſpaite of ever 
gaining of it ; now Sir, I beleech you,give me a 
word or two of ceuntell and dire&tion what 1 
ſhall do in this caſe. 

I an{wer, Deare heart, I condole thy condi- 
tion, and cannot but ſympathize with thee ; I 
lee thou art in a conflicting eſtate with the de. 
vil, with thy corruptious, and with thy un- 
raturall and degenerate Parents; yet there is 
ſome Balme in Gz/ead for thee, only firſt take 
bythe way a word or two of adviſe; It ap- 


Marriage eſtate, and halt a fit opportunity to 


bange thy life, only the obſtruction iticks 
ere, thy Parents will not conſent, and that 
2M upon 
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| peare for thy comfort ſo big as a mans hand 
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upon the grounds thou haſt ſpoken of ; Then|f i 
(1 tay) in thefeare of the Lord ſet apart a day,|f|t! 
two, or three, to {eeke God by Faſting, Humi-|{|n 
liation and Prayer, there bewaile thy own ſins|{{[lt 
in generall, that they may have had an Influ. [Et 
ence 0n the hearts of thy Parents to biad them|ſſth 
up and harden them againſt thee ; But if thouſſſth 
dolt know any particular fin that thou baſ(t per-j{: 
petrated, and that God may maintaine a con-jſ'y 
troverlie againlt thee for it this way, be fureſſſPa 
Anatomize.that before the Lord { on that day|Ct 
of thy humiliation) rip it up, let all the curſedſſ# 
lineaments of it appeare, labour to.affc& thyjſthe 
Heart with the conſideration of all the tad cir. Fits 
cumſtances and aggravations of the tame, andjwe 
rent the Cauleof thy heart vefore the Lord by 
uoteigned humiliation, and implore his Mer: 
cy for pardon and reconciiiation, Then in a 
{ſecond place ſeek to God to humble thee like- 
wile tor thy Parents fin. Thirdly, fcek God to 
humblethy Parents for their Injquities, and to 
pardon their ft. Lattly,teck God to be gracious 


to thee in wheeling their hearts toward thee, ſti 


Now whenthou halt this done, and yet halt 
not prevaiicd, beg the prayers of fuch as have 
an interelt jn God, both for thy felfe, and for 
thy Parents ; which done, it no cloud yet ap 


then defire fome godly Minifters, and other 
worthy Chriſtians ro grapple with thy Parents 
by periwaſive Arguments tending to the melt- 
ing their frozen hearts, and for the turning 
them toward thee. Now if none of thelef* 
means 
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n\f| 1eancs can prevaile, then wait a convenient 
y, 1 IMe, expeRing ſome comfort for thee z but if 
i-|{||none come, and that thy neceſſities remaine 
x5\| till for the enjoyment of the Marriage eſtate, 
x- | then know thou art bound to obey Goud rather 


mf than man - God commands thee to marry, | 


2u fl though thy Parents forbid thee. In ſuch a caſe, 
r-\|0 1 am contident, that thou ſhalt- not fin by mar- 
ryiog again(t the unreaſonable deſires of thy 
el Parents; Mind that of the Apoltle, Eph. 6.1. 
Children obey your Parents in the Lord, for that 
s righe. Parents mult not be obeyed but in 
byI[ibe Lord.God is the Father of foules and ſpi- 


ir. |ſrits, now the ſpirit is the better part of a man, | 


.nd|| we mult oaey our ipirituall Father rather than 
by ſour Earthly. When the Apoltle had ſpoke of 
er. ({ubjeRion to our Earthly Fathers, Heb, 13:9, 
n afiteadds, Shall we zor much rather be in ſubjc- 
ke tion to the Father of ſpirits,and live, To draw 
to a conclufiten, Obey thy heavenly Fathers 
allin rhis particular, and with all hamility 
mdttrankfulnefſe enter into the Marriage con- 
hee dition; yer one thing let me add, thou muſt 
haſt labour to carry thy telfe with much care in the 
1veſſumble obſervance of thy Parents in all law- 
| forſſſull things, and to countell thy wife to do the 
 ap-ume, and then thou knowſt not but that the 
and,$ord may give thee in their hearts, to thine, 
therÞod thy Yoak-fellowes great comfort even af- 
enter Marriage. But to ſhut up all, let not any 
nelt-Þing bere diſcuſt be underſtood as to weaken 
ningÞÞe power of Parents over their Children, in 
/ heſeÞation to their Marriage, for that power is 
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of God, and it is inviolable, but in this finguſ 
lar condition, which blefled be the Lerd doth | 
pot often fall out, though too often. | 
In the fourth and laſt place, If thou doſt de | 
fire to have a good Wife, and a mect helper | | 
Then theu mult be very caretull to {eek by he-iff 
nelt meanes and (by no other ) to obtaine thelf} | 
love of the woman whom thou doſt ate} 
with Conjugall love, and whom thou doſt 
delire may be thy yoak-tellow to live and dye 
wich. Now for thy orderly and Chriltian pro. |, 
ceeding with her, 1 ſhall endeavour very brict. 1 
ly co give thcea few ditcfaions, When thoy 
| thalt come fitit to ſpeech with her { thou bs 
 viog filt gained the confer of Parents nf jy, 
; both ſides, ) then let her underfiand withaf] |, 
| much brevity as thou canlt (in regard of her 7 
' bathfulncfle and modelty ) the tiwh- of thy|;;, 
| love and hearty afteRivn to her; defiring het A; 
| kO take jt into ker conftideration, and to conſult | 
' With Cod, aid hor Parciits afcntit; and thenfſ: 
' to do as God ſhall periwade her heart, and Pa, ' 
' rents adviſe her. Thou matelt alto then (of 
at the next meeting) dcciaie unto her the dif % 
' poſitions of thy Nature, alſo what Eltate thou box 
' alt tolive on, and what Calling thou art of |, 
(if ſhe be a ſiranger thereto; ) But be ſureſ!,, 
thon tcll her the truth, and nothing but the hid 
| eretb, dealing faithfully with her iathele, and}! jj 
{in whatiocver elle is necefſary for her tof!,.... 
t know : Aſter which give her a ſealonable A 
| time to conſider of all, Now when thou halt 'bact 
| tkus done bet thy aftetions Nleep, ( bat thyſjzqs 
| juigement 
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SHY judgement be kept waking, ) leave all to God, | 
oth'F commit this thy way to him, truſt alto in the 
Lord, and if it be tor his glory and thy good 
der by will bring it to paſle, Pſal. 37.5. In the 
a [nexne time ht down quietly, and relt patients 
he-| ly, not diltracting tby ſclte for the event of 
the| any thing. Now it after all this thou receive 
Al in Anſwer to this effeR, That the can love thy 
loſt Perſon, like thy Nature, accept of thy Eltate, 
ye and approve of thy Calling, and that ſhe is 
Every well content tolive and dye with thee : 
IJ :Thcn in the Name and feare of God thou 
boul naieſt proceed to a Contraftion, and in ſea- 
bf qnable time co conſummate the Marriave, and 
oh [thou matelt expect ( through the bleſſing of 
God 'a great deale of Comfort, and be ture to 
he [61d it when thy proceedings have been to up- 
thy right. But ſuppoſe that when ſhe returnes an | 
berf | 4n(wer to theegrhat it be an anſwer of repulie, 
full [That ſhe cannot love thee, nor approve of any 
hen thing (in relation to thee) ſo well as to beltow 
Pi ber felfe on thee, and doth entreat thee to be 
(| well ſatisfied, and to take it for an Anſwer, 1 
ou'f' ay, ſuppoſe it to be thus ; Then thou mult la- | 
BOP [our to ſearch into thy heart and life to find ont 
t off the cave of it ; for God hath ſome hand in it 
lurf'to humble thee for tome lin ; happily thou halt | 
the! hid fome curſed thing in thy heart, as Achen 
any gid the wedge of gold and Babyloaith tar- 
" OE ment in the Earth in the middeſt of his Tent, 
able for which (in of his all I{rael were beaten 
bf back by the Citizens of fr, Joh.7 5. And We, 
know God woald'not go toith with ſracl to | ! 
þ wet 0. 
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bleſſe then, and to give them victory over their 
Adverſaries untill this ſin was purged oat ; But 
if this be thy caſe, that (as I 141d) there is tome 
ſecret ſin lying hid in thy heart, do not delude 
thy ſelfe, thou mult ſet thy ſelfe to the worke 
of humiliation and reformation before thou 
canſt expe a gracious ſpeeding in thy ſute; 
but when that is done, rouze up thy ſpirit, be 
not diſcouraged, ;bit ſet on atreſh with vigour 
againe and againe, and if it ve for Gods glory 
and the mutuall good of you both, thou ſhalt 
certainly ipeced, (and further thou oughtelt not 
to deſire 1t-) But I delirg to adde one thing 
yet further,(avd that by way of Advice, )) Bc 
very circum{peR that before Marriage thou be 
not prodigaliin thy engagements, be ſure thou 


promiſe her no more Maintenance than thou| 


art well aſſured thy meanes will make good,o1 
that may beſeeme her in that condition, as be- 
ing thy wife, Againe, take care in a ſpecial] 
manner that thou promiſe her no more than 
thy honeſt purpoſe is to make good, and per- 
forme to thetull : For otherwile when things 
come to palle contrary to thy promiſes, it will 
be a cauſe of much varianee, and of great 
breaches betweene you, which like a tretting 
gangrene will cat out the very vitals of love ; 
for upon thy non-performance, or unability to 


make goad all thou haft unadviſedly and wic-| 


kedly promiſed, ſhe will both twit thee, and 
exclaime againſt thee for cheating and delu- 
ding of her with faire and golden promiles, 
which lince are vaniſhed into mecre vapours ; 
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it is more ſafe and creditable for thee rather to 
promiſe nothing to her that way,fbut yet to do 
what with reaſon may be fitting. ) One thing 
more, and no more of this, Conceale not be- 
fore-hand any deficiency in Nature that may 
diſable thee to performe any CoenJugall duties 
whatſoever. Thus-much may ſuffice to inform 
thee in all the meanes thou art to aſe to obtaine 
agood wife and a meet helper, 

We are in the next place ( with the Lords 
leave ard aſliltance) to come to take a view of 
the duties which Married perſons are obliged 


to performe, wherein we ſhall conſider the | 
[duties the Husband doth owe unto his Wife; 


and the rather ſhall we dothis in the hiſt place 
to draw on the Wife to a cheerefull perfor- 
mance of hers likewiſe to her Husband. 

The firit duty the Husband doth owe unto 
his Wife, is, Conugall Aﬀe&ions : ( Or Ma- 


trimoniall and ſpeciall love. ) The greateſt part 


of a womans outward comfort in Marriage 


ſtands jn the entire love and heatty Aﬀections 
of her Husband toward her, and if ſhe miſſe 
of this from her Husband, ſhe may feare his 
falling ſhort in all the reſt; for the love of a 


Husband to his Wife is as the foundation ſtone 
of a]l his other duties; it 1s as the chiefe wheele 
inthe Clock which gives a dexterous motion 
toall the other wheeles ; thy cordiall love to 
thy Wite will {weeten her condition in this 
lifein her worſt outward crofles, in want of 
health, wealth,the ſociety of good Neighbours, 
'pleatures, and what not ; nay, let her life be 
| F 2 fillyd 
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fll'd with the Affluence and Confluence of all 
the comforts under the Sun; yet the bare want 
of the apprehcaſion of her Husbands AﬀeRi- 
ons toward her will make ber dip all her Mor- 
ſels in vinegar and gall, and make her com- 
plaine that ſhe doth not ſee one good day, 
-Now that it is the duty of the Husbaund to love} 
his Wife,appeares, Eph.5.25. Husbanas ( faith 
the Apoltle ) love your Wives as Christ loved 
hu Chmrcb, that is, for kind, not for mcaſure ; 
for the meaſure of the love of Chriſt to his 
Churchno dimenſions can demonſtrate ; for 
to know thelove of Chriit, the Apolile faith, it 
paſleth knowledge, Eph.2.15. and in Cel.3.19. 
the Apolile bids Husbands ro /ove thetr wives, 
ard not be bitter unto them. ibe woman was' 
made of a Rib taken out of the tide of man, 
and therefore Adam laith, ſh: was bone of his 
bone, and fleſh of hu fleſh, Gen. 2.23. Nay, by 
Gods Ordinance they are no more twaine but 
oneflc(lh; and from hence. Pax! taketh an Ar- 
gument to per{wade the Husband to love his 
Wife, becaule »o wan yet did ever hate his own 
| fleſh, Eph.5.28,29. You may remember that 
upon another occaſion we did oblerve that Ja- 
cob eſteemed Rachel his Wife 3s his right hand, 
he call'd his Sons name, of whom the died,' 
Benjamin,(or the Son of his right hand,) Ge, 
35-18. God calls the wite of Ezekzel the de- 
lire of his eyes, Son of man 1 take from thee 
the deſire of thine exes wth a ſtroake, Exek,24. 


26,18, The Prophet Nathas tels David ina 


Parable, that Barhſbebathe wife of Hriah lay 
zn 
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; Husbands AﬀeRions, 2 Sa#.12.3. You plainly | 


fee then that it is theduty of the Husband to 
love his Wife. Now that there are Scripture 
| Incitations for it, and Scripture Preſidents for 
'it too, you muſt know you lin againſt God if 
[you performe it not; and if you do it not,then 
as you have heard, you bring afflition and 
grice on your Wife, fo hkewife you bring 
much prejudice on your own ſelfe, for you dit- 
courage her from drawing in the !ame Yoake 
with you ; you diſable her to be a meet helper; 
you make her to be nncheerfull in all the du» 
ties of her generall and particular calling ; and 
Which is worſe, yeu expole your lelfe to the 
firength of many noyſome luits, as ellewhere 
hath been mentioned ; be thou to convinced 
that it is a ſpecia.| duty that the Husband doth 
owe to his Wife, even to love her with Con- 
Jugall andentire love, as that thou ſet thy ſelfe 
[tothe practice of it, wherein [tands thy owne 
' and her comfort. 

|  Thefecond Duty which the Husband doth 


| owe unto his wife, is, Cohabitatjon,(or to live 
together in one Family, mutualy to enjoy in- 
timate ſociety both in bed and at boord, ) for 


' where this is net, there no duty which a 


| Husbdand doth owe unto his Wife can be per-| 


formed, Nay, the very cnds of Marriage are 
hereby null and fruſtrate. The Apoltle Perer 
laies a commanJ on Husbands to dwell with 
their Wives, Te Hwinbands dw*ll with your 
Wives, &C, 1 Pet.3.,7. Can a man have any 


The ſecon. 
duty of et. 
H usband 1: 
bis wife. 
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| 


true comfort in his Wife, or ſhe in bim, if 
they do not dwell together ? Truly, it is not 
only againſt Grace, but againſt Nature too, 
for them to do etherwile, tor the Husvana is 


When he then ſhall deny this Cohabication' 
there isa headlefſe body behind, and what is 
fhat ſhort (in ſome l1enſe ) of a Monſter? It 
had been infinitely better(as we may lay) that 
they had never been man and wife, than being. 
ſuch not to live together ; This truth being ſo 
generally acknowledged, (and rarely, if at all 


| denied ) we ſhall uſe much brevity jo bandling 


of it : but by the way, notoriouſly abominable 
are ſuch perſons as falter inthe performance of 
this duty - Whether it be Husband or Wife. | 

In the third place the Husbands duty to his. 
Wife, is, to labour to edifie and build her up; 
more and more in the {aving knowledge of 
God, and in the waies of his Grace, and to 
ſeeke eſpecially the happineſle of her ſoule, to: 
help her forward to glorific God here, that ſhe 
may be everlaſiingly glorited in Heaven here-| 
after z hence it is that the Apoſile in the place} 
quoted before in 1 Per.3.7. requires the Hul-! 
band to dwell with his wife as a man of know: 
ledge. If the Wife will learne (ſaith Panl) {it 
her acke her Husband at heme, 1 Cor. 14. 35. 
which implies two things, Firlt, that the Hul-! 
band ought himſelfe to labour for Illumination 
and abundance of the knowledge of God: 
Then ſecondly, that it is his duty to informa 
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the bead of his Wife, and of his Family : Þ 


| 


and to inſtruc his wife. As the head of a Na- 


turall 


+ 
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ſo it ſhould be 1n this caſe. The Husband is the 
Candleſtick, and Divine knowledge in himis 
the Light : Now our Saviour faith, Ns mar 
lighteth a Candle and cov reth t with a veſſel, 
or putteth it anger a bed,but ſetteth it on a Can- 
dleftick,, that they that come in may ſee the 
light. The knowledge that is inthe Husband 
thould be communicative to all inthe Family 
in generall, and to his Wite 1n particular. Now 
the Husband mult labour to edifice and build up 
his Wife, and to furtiier her in the way of ho- 
lineſſe by his performance of theſe particular 
duties, ( viz.) By Dehortations, Exhertations, 
Reprehenfions, (and as occaſion is) by labou- 
ring to give her Contolsitons : So allo by pray- 
ing for her, and with her ; by readivg the 
Word of God to her , aid dy holy Conference 
as frequzntly as may be z For by praying for 
ker he may find the Lord gracioudy intreated 
to confer and beſtow Grace into her heart,and 
to give her a daily cncreaſe thereof. Secondly, 


turall body carries the Eyes, foit fees not only ; 
for it [elfe, but for allthe members of the body; } 


By praying with her he may hea meanes to 


put life and quickning into her ſpirit in ail du- 
ties. Thirdly, By reading the Word of God 
to her he may 1n{tru her. Fourthly, By uſing 
holy Conference with her he may ſtir ap in her 
ardent delrres, and Heavenly Aﬀections in 
minding things of a more ſublime Nature than 
any thing in this tranſitory life : And if ſhe be 
ignorant of the waiesof God, and the duties 
ſhe. doth owe unto God and map, it mult be 


F 4 * Ws 


—_— —— 


Luk,8, r6. 
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The fourth 

duty of the 

Hitband to 
bu nf. 


| teach and inſtruR her in thoſe things ; Bar it 


Do — 
4 


the care of her Husband to informe her, to' 


ſhe know them, then he muſt labour to rub 
them afreſh upon ber Memory, as the Apol!le 
Peter did on them to whom he wrote, 2 Per.1 
12. that (he may ſet her(elfe the ino1e ſeriout- 
ly to the praftice of them. Beloved, a man is 
no Way able to ſhew his love more unto his 


Wife than by labouriog that ſhe 1nay be ever- | 


laſtingly happy as well as himſelte ; And hap- 
py is that woman who doth enjoy ſuch a Huſ- 
band as is very tender of her fonles health ; 
and who doth labour to further her in the dit- 
charging of all her duties in her generall and 
particular Calling, even in doing the Will of 
God, and inſuffcring his pleafure. We mizuht 
have been larger 1n this particular, and doubt- 
letle ſhovld,. but that in the next head we thall 
have occaſion to inention ſome of the fore- 
memioned directions againe; as very proper to 
che ncxi duty of the Hus>and to the Wife, and 
{o delilt here. 

Inthe fourth pizce, the du y of the Husband 
to the Wite, is, to labour tv reclaime her from 
any fin, and finfuil courſe the doth livein ; tor 
(in ts of a deceitfullnature, and will decctve the 
ſoules of the choiceſt Chriſtians in the world 
if not rooted out betimes before the heart be 
hardened therein - And therefore the Holy 
Gholt bids us cxhort one another to day to 
prevent the tame, Heb.3.13. Therefore if a 
man ſce his wife nouriſh any lin in her heart 


| 
| 


or lite, he bad need to bellir himſclfe to make 


———— 


oppoſitt- 


| 
| 


——— 
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oppolition 2gainlt it ; * for mind ie well, if fin 
be not mortified carly, we may feare that in 
time 1c will mortific Grace: They cannot be 
both fcuitfull in one poore heart ; and if Grace 
die, an exceeding 1ad Funerall will fellow. 
But if it be demanded what be the meanes 
the Husband mult uſe to reclaime bis Wife 
from any fin ? Lan{wer,—Firſt, Earneſt Pray- 


Fcr and Supplication to God in her behalfe this 


way, When the Church had gone aſtray from 
God, and had run themſelves into many miſe- 
ties, the Prophet Jeremy teckes nnto God in 
their behalfe, thus, 7 #r-e chow unto w O Lord, 
and we ſhall be turned, renew our daies as of old, 
Lam.5.21. As God heard 7(aac praying tor his 
Wite for a fruitfull wombe,that ſhe might con- 
ceive and bev'e; fo how knoweſt thou but 
that thou maielt by Prayer prevaile with God 
inthy Wives behalfe, that ſhe may conceive 
the ſeed of faving Grace in her heart, and bring 
forth the fruzr of it 1n herlife, even the Mortt- 
heation of that ſin os (ins that are moſt predo- 
ninant in ber ? and with much comfort maieſt 
thou expcR ſach a bleiling on tby Prayers if 
they be tervent, /am.5.16, God bath the hearts 
of all men and women in his hands, and can 
turne them at his own pleaſure ; be can make 
2 proud heart humble, a hard heart ſoft, an 
Earthly heart Heavenly, a crooked heart 
ltraight ; he can help the perverieneſle of the 
Will, and the diſorder of the Aﬀections , God 
ath a Plaiſter for every ſore, and a proper re- 

medy for every diſcaſe 3 God can he'p the 
blindneſs 


* Note, 


Gen,2s. 


21. 


bp. 


"=& 
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.and importune him for mercy for, and for cur 


blindnefle of the Mipd, the Errour of al. 
Judgement, the irregularity of the whole man 
Then ( I fay } go unto God inthe firſt plac 


of, thy Wives ſoule-ſickneffe and diſtempers,. 


"In the ſecond place thou muſt kindly ( and 


with all poſſible tweetnefle) admonilh herdfſy7 
the danger of fin, and of the fearefull train, ;. 
and (ad effects of it ; as that thereby ſhe diſhof, |: 
noureth a good God, ſhe woundeth her owng,;. 
Conſcience, ſhe bringeth diſcreditto the Golf, 
pell, ſhe provokes the Lords indignation and 
wrath againſt her, to her confuſion, if the p 
ſevere in fin ; labour to pertwade her that ſig, 
bath a long taile of judgements at the. heel 
of it, Extcrnall, Internall, and Eternall, Inchej 
ated on Earth, Conſummated in Hell. But 
by theie loving Admonitions thou cant no 
prevaile, thou muſt then proceed to ſharpe - 
preofes and rebukes ; 7 hos ſhalt rot hate(aih 
God ) thy Brother in thy heart, the (halt in « 
weſe rebuke thy Neighbour,and not ſuffer ſin uh 
on him Lev.1g.17., Now it a man ſhould 
tender of the 1alvation of a Biother, and of 
Neighbour, then much more of the jalvatia 
of a Wife, who hath a kind of onenefle witlf 
thy ſelfe. Rachel was Jacobs beſt belovel 
Wife, yet when ina diſcontented humour hf, 
comes to him, and ſaith, give -we Children þ, 
elſe I ge, thereby derogativg from God, ani 
arrogating to her Husband, ( which fin of hen,'; 
we read not that ever before ſhe did commit 


Yet the Text notes, that when Jacob _ F 


—_—— 
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—ſfhhis Anger was kindled, and he faith unto her, 
the am [ im Gods ſtead, who bath with-hela from 
ghee the fruit of the wombe ? Gen.30.1,2- The 
ite of Job bids him cxrſe Godand dje(which 
urea ber fearcfull ſin; ) her husband replies 
SI vich a word of (harpe repreote, aud tels her, 
and hac ſhe ſpake like a fooliſh woman, Job 2,19, 
08When the Tumour is (wolne to ſuch a bigneſle 
Ut is tall time to lance it, and apply Corrafiyes 
boy.) ir to eate out the Corruption, elle it may 
FÞ:ogrene to the deſtruRtion of the body : But 
jerein uſe thy beſt witdome to chule the fit- 
Meeſt tire and place to ſeek to faſten areproofe 
"n her. Now a feaſonable and fit time thus to 
Jecale with her,is, when ſhe is ont of het paſli- 
ons, and free from perturbation of ſpirit, tor if 
Fbe be in the heat of anger, and the boyling of 
ber Chuler, ſhe is very unfit to be dealt with 
ntbis way. Nabal when druoke with wine 
'Fvas full as capable of a word of reproofe from 
us diſcreet wife, for his churliſh and abſurd 


” #Exrizge to David, as a woman ( or man ) can 
"fc, when dcunke with outragious Anggs and 
= Paſſion, from the wiſeſt and moſt judicious 


end they have jn the world; for indeed, 
"lou taking an unſeaſonable time to reprove 
WilYty wife, thou doſt not only loſe thy labour of 
ovel, ning ber, but thou maieſt fearc the will be 
ar "be more incorrigible thereby. But if thou 
en "Jake a fit time to. deake with her inthis kind, 
» "Yeu maieſt hope (through the Lords bleſſing) 
of tee ſome good effeR of thy paines, and of 


75. 


RE ey 


' Sam. 25,] 
36,37» 


un Rte diſcharge of thy duty, Secondly,thou muſt 
= make "of 
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ue Wo. 


make choice of a convenient place to perforniad! 


this duty of reproofe ; which place is a ſccraſhey 


| and private Roome, free from the hearing olffh 


any others; for if thou rip up her faults in they 
hearing of others, that will be a meanes th 
more to enrage her, and to make her the morehy 
obſtinate in her evill way, and the more reſi 
fraRory apaink all meancs of good unto her;yh( 
But if (he perceive thou doſt tender her credilhftt 
and reputation,thou maieſt find her more flexiffyar 
ble 8 docible than perhaps thou art awareolfhy, 
But it thou doſt yet loſe thy labour,then inththt;) 
third place, make triall of a more .publike wiſhes 


[of reproofe, to fee it ſhe will beaſhameddſe 4 


her vilenefle, and labour to reforme. It thiilh 

will not worke upon her for amendment, theiffonc 
in the fourth place thou ſhalt do well to withſon 
draw all appearance of love from her, tre 
Amiable deportments and geſtures, and (iiliþet i 
carry thy ſelfe ia an Auſtere way toward hho 
with knit brows, and a reſtriRion of diſcourines; 
with her fo long as ſhe remaives obſtinatÞho 
Now if all thele meanes be unavaileable, thiiſt c 
in the laſt place ſhorten her maintenance, kaylff it 
her at bare Commons, let her have only ade 
neceſſity, nothing for delight ; let her knoWWik 
that ſo long as ſhe remaines an Enemy to Goffecdl 
and to her own foule, that ſhe ſhall not finfaye 
thee x friend to her, unlefle it be to checfimult 
curb and controule her, on purpoſe to help iſeove 
out of the ſnare of the Devill; But if nooflbur 
nor all theſe meanes will do her good, to drifffo hq 


her from fin to God, then ber condition 1s1lifder-1 
inde« 
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orafſadeed, and doth deſerve to be lamented with | 
cretſicares of blood, and thou haſt cauſe to weepe 
golfer ker in ſecret, as Jeremy tor the obſtinate | 
thiſfſewes, Fer.1 3-17. Truly, thou baſt cauſc to 
thefeare ( and ſhe much more )) the Lord hath a 
10tturpole to deſtroy her, and ſo make her pu- 
: reffilhment like the puniſhment ef Elies Sons, 
ner:Shbo would not hearken to the reprebenſions 
ediſþſtheir Father, 1 Saws, 2.25. And let ſuch a 
ex(yyoman ſadly lay that thundring place in Prov. 
ect$g.1. te heart, ( for ſhe may tremble to read 
1thiſ:) The words are thee, that is, He that being 
wiſhfien reproved hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly | 
ed ole deftrojed, and that without remedy ; andlet 
 thiſſher not be ſo abſurd as to thinke thar place | 
theoncernes not her, becaule it is ſaid [He] and 
vithſho mention of the word | She, for though the 
, Wſhreatning be expreſt in the Maſculine gender, | 
I (tet it ſhall be made good inthe Feminine. But | 
| hetlhou who haſt conſciencioully uſed all theſe 

out\FMeanes to reclaime thy poere yoak-fellow 
natFthough they have done her no good ) yet thou 
 theaſt delivered thy own foule, Ezck.3.19, But 
ket it pleaſe the Lord to blefle thy endeavours, 
y Ind to make thee an inſtrument to bring thy 
noffWife to a faving ſight of her fins, ( of which 
 Goffeodly ſorrow 1s a trait ) then know, thou haſt 
 laved a ſoule from death, and haſt covered a 
hedlinultitude of fins, James 5.20, And thy reco- 
p Mkovered wife may even upon her bare knees, 
nonEabundantly bleſs the Lord that ever ſhe was 
driflo happy as to enjoy ſuch a {weet and ten- 
1$ier-hearted Companion in the Marriage 
des Eſtate. 


| 


Gr da IR 


The ffth | 
duty of the 
Husband to 
ba Wife. 
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Eſtate. We proceed to the following duty. « 

It is the duty of the Husband to walke boſe 
fore his wife in all good converſation, to gin 
her good examples of encouragement from high þ 
own holy courte of life. Tt is undeniable, thaffpj 
it isthe duty of all whom God hath tet in Auf, 
thority over others, that they ſhould labourtſþj; 
teachthoſe that are under them, both by pref, 
cept,and by example : for the firft will doniſhyj, 
good {ordinarily ) without the other. 1.02% mſec; 
me, ſaith Gideon, and do litewiſe, Juag. 7. 11h ( 
Gideon as a Captaine ſpeakes to his SouldienÞyh 
being under his Command and Aathority, tay ; 
follow his Example. Now the Lord hath, 
veſted the Husband with as awvch Authorinhghe 
over his wife as Gideon bad over his Sou!dienſh j 
and more 3 Therefore he walking in goolf, 
wajes, may ſay to bis wife, looke en me ant; 
do likewiſe. Twmotby baving the charge df}; 
ſoules committed to him, the Apoſtle exhorth, 
him to be an example to Beleevers in Word, itſ}q , 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faitlf,, 
and in Purity, 1 7-4 12. The Apoſtle Perf 
likewiſe doth exhort the Elders to be exampld 
to the Flock; (And it is not now to make ouh;, 
that a Husband hath the charge of his V Vit 
ſonle committed to him, for that pojnt is 
cleare as the Sun at Noone, ) ſo muſt the Hu 
band be to his VVife. Now this he ſhould a 
the more carefnlly, that is, walke in a govlhy 
converſation before his wife, becauſe md 
men and women in the world are apt toy 
led by example, (good or bad,) more than) 


precep! 
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- Frecept 3 The examples of Suyeriours are of 

nattractive nature to Inferiours, eſpecially if 
beſſhe Ioferiour do love and reverence the Supe- 
\lGhour, as the wife doth if her heart be married 
iS} her Husbands ; there is an intrinſecall prin- 
nBnle in her to carry out her deſires and endea- 
AltFours to tread in his [teps ; ſhe will endeavour 
rt imitate her Husband in his words and aRi- 
Preies, The V Vives of Zacob were brought upin 
0 WBlolatry : but they hauing better examples ſet 
« Sem by their Hasbands of worihipping the 
. 17Sve God, they will be of bis Religion ; Their 
[eS8ther worſhipped falſe Gods, Ger.3 1.19,30- 
'» Sitthey wilipray to the true God ; 1t is ſaid, | 
ne hearkened nnto Leah, Gen. 30, 17, then 
oriiBubtlefie ſhe prayed, that muſt be implicd ; 
dienien in ver.22, Ged hearkened unto Rachel 
6008s, ſure ſhe had alſo prayed. Aſablex and 
* a0Bfilion take them wives in ſoab who were 
3c Utorious Idolaters, but from their Husbands | 
boumples they had learned to ſerve the true 
rd, dof Ifracl. R«th eſpecially was brought tc 
Fallloaſtant love of the true God;for when her 
Peaher in Law had put her upon the triall(and 
mp perſlwaded her Silter to returne bycke 
E OlBtpe to her people, and to her gods,) yet 
"VI would by no meanes follew her Mothers 


t 15 Sunſell, nor her Siſters Apoſtatizing exam- 

HF, but ſtrongly adheres to the true ©od of 
uld dhe, and will fortake Countrey and deare na- 
 $9Klill friends beſides, rather than depart from 
- MS God of her Hasband z read the whole 
t 10 Japter of the firlt of Ruzh. Thus we tee 


han! 
Eco) 


—  —— 


that ' 


ems, 
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that good examples from Husbands may gaind}k 
upon the tpirits of their wives ſome good Af.M[k 
te&ions togoodneſle, and care to imitate theFYidi 
beſt Patterns. Now as good cxamples in Hus. 
bands may with Gods bleſſing produce glori-jar 
ous and comfortable eftc&s: upon the hearts/jvc 
and in the Converſations of good wives,ſo onfine 
the contrary, bad examples from kiusbandſſice 
before their wives may bring them to thefl| 4 
height of all wickedneile, and pertinaciouſnels |try 
in thoſe their periſhing wates ( without thete1 
infinite mercy of God in Chrilt ; ) Ot whichex 
take a prelident or two, in 1 King. 16. 25. itiÞpe 
ſaid, that Oweri wrought evill in the eyes of the [an 
Lord, and did worſe than all that were befort|ſthe 
him: And then in ver. 30. it is ſaid that Ahaſſkr 
the Son of Omri did evill in the fight of thifffbid 
Lord above all that were before hins : V Vherefat: 
( by the way) we lee the Son imitates the Fapar 
therin his wicked waies. New as Ahab wyffa 
a wor(hipper of falſe Gods : ſo he was an ene 
my to the Prophets ofthe true God ; for prookſſþiow 
whereof mind the 9,10, and 17. verles of thefts 
18.Chap.of x King. Alto Chap.,21.20.ſo againÞget 
in Chap. 23,8, where he plaincly faith, he bfved 
ted Adicaiab ; but oblerve how his accurledqpmtic 
wife Jezebel followeth his vile way of perſeÞ Wal 
outing, Elijah ſhe hates, and ſeckes his lifethe 1 
x Kings,19.2. But if it be ſaid, it is to no purſan 
poſe this way to inſert palſages of wickedaclJoa! 
relating to Omri and Ahab, they were naguer 
Husband and' V Vife, but Father and Son. Yer 
anſwer, it is true they were ſo, but that - Wo 0! 

| eng. 


—. 
— 


ineÞken notice ef only to prove Ahab was a wic- | 
Af.iked man before he had Jezebel to wife who 
the Y/did ſtir him up to wickedneſle, 1 Kings 21.25. 
us. for ſhe might be both a follower of his bad ex- 
2ri- l{amples (as doubtlefe ſhe was ) and yet a pro» | 
rts,\yoker of him to abundance of notorious vile- 
 onfinefſe. But take a preſident cleare from all ex- | 
ndF'ception from Aranias and Saphira his wife ; 
Anamas ovlerving the forwardnefle of many 
true Chiltians whom God had bleſt with fome 
[temporail Eſtates in the time of others great | 
ich extremities by realoh of peverty ifntimes of 
irisperſecution, that they wete willing to ſell all | 
land communicate it toothers.( which held out 
[thelife of love to Chriſt ;) Azanies, I lay, ob- 
ha{{krving this, he plaies the cloſe hypocrite, and 
 thiF{bids as faire to maintaine the name and forme 
of a Chriſtian as others did, 'but he detaines a 
part of the. money in a private way, for to 
oF maintaine him and his wife, yet pretends, and 
eFaftirmes the contrary - His wife Saphira tol- 
Flows his example ot bypocriſie, joynes with 
theſÞ dim io falſe afticmations, and fo both perich to- | 
ogetber, Atts 5-1. tothe end of ver. 10. Belo- 
yed, Thaa that art a Husband (as chbiefiy in re- 
e(Þ/tion to God and thy own ſoule, ) halt need to 
walke accurately with all &ircumſpeRion in 
the whole courſe of thy life, to beware of any 
kcandaious waies out of pitty to thy poore 
FJoak-tellow, that by thy example<thoo lead 
af ber not into' the way of ſin,' and ſo to helt for | 
ever(without the 1ntinite and boundleſie met- 
& ot God, } For. if thou ve careleſle herein! 
& CR OE 
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Dives in Hell will rife up in judgement #5; 
gainſt thee at the laſt day, for jn that place o MW 
torment he bad ſome charity (as we may (ay)|iſh; 
to his poore Brethren ; (I know it is but a Pr 


rable, but yet there is much jn Parables, ) ani 
thou halt none on Earth to the foule of thyſ;- 
poore wite ; yet this I mutt grant, that 11 Hell "i 
there can be uo charity, (for that is agrace,and;.. 
lo cannot be there;) but co ipeake properly tg... 
was 2 fruit of ſelfe-love, he knew he had ledfiil 
his Brethren by his exzmple into the way al, 
fin, and that leads to Hell, and that if they; 
ſhould come there it would aggravate his horſe. 
rour and guilt ;\ And truly, it thou ſhovldl br 
ſhun giving evill exam;plcs to thy wife on that, 
ground, that is, out of iclic-lJove, it were veil I 
terto do it ſothannot at all; for we {ce itbſlk.. 
| daily experience, that tluch as the Husbarid is "y 
the Wife is divers times the fame; if he by 
zealous in good duties, and frequent therein,” , 
if he be fall of ſelfe-deniall, and of patieng 6. 
under the Rod of God, reſigning bimclte ys... 
de at his ditpoſe; if he he of an humble ſpirit; , 
tull of Temperance, Sobriety, Love, and of1 * 
pitifull and tender heart to thoſe that are ing. . 
miſery, and ready to every good worke, andre, 
Jabouring to hold forth the power of godlinee 
in Mortitication, and Vivification, in dying tay, 
| fin, andliving to righteouſneſs ; If be labougg.., 
to live by faith againſt ſenſe ; Ifhe labour th, 
worſhip God publikely,privately, and ſecrethÞ, , 
I fay,if the Husband bave theſe graces, thell 
| hea nava and Divine Operations: O houſſp, 
| will 


VC _w 


j will a gracious wife heave and ltrive, pant af- 
" (ter, and paſpe for ſpirituall vigour in the 
"Fltrength of God to imitate the! ſame 11 her 


-Wdand. ' Ati ( Deare heart ) leeme beg of thee, 


7 the world, that thou wouldlt give thy wife na | 
.Fyorle examples than thoſe ; for hereby thou 
/ "halt gloritic God, Edifie and build up thy 


y fanquiBity, glory, and blifſe at theright hand 
+.Mfthy deareſt Saviour in Heaven to all Ete. ni- | 


M nd to his wife, to beare with her infirmities; 
We that are ffrong ought (faith the Apoltle) ro 
. Ware the mfirmiies of the weake, Kow. 15.1, 
Yard Potor 10 1 Per. 3.7. taith,the woman is the | 
Freaker veſlcll, Ergo, A man ought to beare 
 - With the Infitmities of his wife. But the que- 
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/ Dot ordinary ) breakings forth! into extrava- 
ut, and exorbitant paſſions, heat and Choler; 
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ſweet, precious, heavenly and Angelicall Hui- 


and beſeech thee with all tE&o2ſccrations in 


wite 10 grace, di\charge a grand Matrimoniall 
auty, and gaine demonttrations of thy preſent- 
pracious condition here, and of thy future 


- 


Inthe fixth place, it is the duty of the Hus» 


| tic 11S, what faults may be faid to be latimi- 
ies to de borne within any in generall, and in 
ne woman in particular? I aniwer, theſe and 
ca like, as torgetfulneſſe of ſome materiall 
wneſle, ſome unuſuall negleR of duty tothe 
usband, Children,or Servants ; ſome waſting 
"poyling of the Creature contrary to Cu- | 
me torinerly, or purpoſe then ; or fome 
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the laſt kind we ſhall find ewo' very fad | 
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j3 4,96. 


CGrn.tk 2, 


dren, (he makes a azotion ( ſuch a one as i 


| groundleſſe) paſſion ct Sarah(tormerly Sara)W* 
raiſed againſt her Husband Abraham, ( we ſhallff* 
abbreviate the Divine Hiſtory, ) Saras wal 
barren and Aged, ſhe defpaires of being nat Y® 
call mother to any Children, who did there 
fore detire to be the repured mother of Chi 


was ) unto her Husband to go into her Maidiſ® 
Hagar z Abraham hearkens to her voice andfſ® 
dothitz Hagar conceives. then 1s elevatedin” 


her tel'e, and caits off due honour trom hſſ?'? 


of paſlion, and vents it, very uncivilly int 
the bolome of her Husband, and {peakes thu” 
that is, A4y wrong beapon thee, ] gave toe mp 
maid i110 thy boſame, and when ſhe ſaw thatſþ 
had co. ce:ved { was deſpiſed 1m her eyes ul 
Lord juage betweene me andthee ; Well Sariif 
what's the matter? Here is a great complainſh 
but who hath done thee the wrong ? What 4 6b 
bram? No, he poore man is innocent 1n col Fr 
LIES | l 
pariſon of thy teife ; what a falle charge 
here drawn up againſt Abram ? What clamaſſe©" 
upon it * What appeales to God about it ? bu. 
how doth Abram demeane himlelfe in! 
condition? Truly ſingularly well, be bears wif” 
this infirmity 10 þis wife z he knew this Wk. 
not the frame and temper of her ſpirit, 
theretoreanlwers very mildly, and faith 'tobf” 
beheld thy Maid is mw thy hand, ds 10 her 4 7 
ple - 
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Jeaſer h theee The ſecond (ad preſident, as be- | 


: Mreſa1d, is thay Of the carriage of Zupporah to 
ker busband Moſes, Ex.4-19,70,2 1,25,26 Moe., 
& being commanJed by God to | ave the land 
of 1:dran,and to retiarne into Egypr,about the 
delivering of the Children of Iſrael out of bon- 
age, he takes his Wife, and Sons,and the Rod 
lot God in his hand,anJ begins his journey.bur 
lhe baving neglecd the obſervation of a ſpect- 
all Ordin3nce of Gcd,vez.the circamciſing of 
his Son, God (faith the Text) met him in the 
"Minne and ſought to kill him ; ( wheze: note by 
the way, that it 1s a dangerous thing for a man 
Blotake 2 Journey, though upon as lawfu'lan 
Ficecafion as can be, with the neglect of a duty, 
lor the guilt of apy ſin lying on the conſcience | 
— {crepented of) 21:cryoulee is in great dan- 
figer of death, and his wife knowing the cau'e 
Kof it, cakes a (harpe fone and curs che fore- 
Mikin of her Son and throws it at his feet (with 
— Midele words) ſurely a blouwdy kwibantd art thoy 
2 ; fo we ; which was a very Contemntible, 
 MContumelions, uncivi}l, and unmanrerly beha 
—Myjour 10 her; yet he is lent, bears with her in- 
rmities; -a3d no doubt but he did confider 
Wdere lay a fad rempeation on her ſpirit, and 
withall was conſcicntious of bjs own tin a- 
winſt God, and fo {weetlyPaſleth by his 
mives weaknets, Now thefe inhi mittes which 
\WHusband out of duty ro his wife muſt deate 
mth. nut norbe publike, nor giving ſcandall. 
mndboffcact ro others,, Nay; whatever'they 
«e be "mult eake a fic opportunity to,giveter's | 
; DE, 508 EET | 
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Toe ſeventh 
duty of the 
1 Huzband io 
bis Wife. 


{weet reproofe ; for ſuch a Husband 3s is ina/Wthii 
pailion for his wives infirmities will make ſuch|{hil 
a !moake in his houſe as (hall dilturbe all in, or/ſ{N+ 
neare it ; The diſcretion of a man deferrethiffile 
his anger, and it is hisglory to paſle by a tranf: joy 
preſſion, Prov. 19.11. 2 ty 
+ The feventh duty the Hasband doth our [po 
unto his Wifeis,due maintenance in all thingy, | 
both inward and out ward, for her comfortableſſily, 
bodily fubſittance here, both in life, and live ſhi 
libood, for (upportation of health whileſt itis| 
enjoyed, and for reſtoration of it when de-ſſ/Co 
cayed. And this to be performed with as much|ſſimu 
dearenefſe of affeFions, and tenderneſſe of iyok 
heart asto himſeife ; which duty the Apolſtleſſſis 3 
Clearely requires husbands to perfor:re to theit|ſifor 
wives, Eph.5.28,29. Se ought men to love their 
wiv:s 48 their own bedres, he” that loveth bufflider 
wife loveth himſelfe, for no mas ever yet hatedſ\ab 
bis own fleſh : bat cheriſheth, and noariſheth «ow 
even as Chriſt doth his Charch, Now w | 
know all men will nouriſh cheir own bodiesſjgoo 
with ſuch meat, and drink, and Phyſick, withBle& 


ſuch Preſervatives, and Reſtoratives of healthſ|wit 


2s is'neceflary. And they will cheriſh therY/md 
own body with ſuch Apparell as may not only {and 
keep them warme in their bodies, but be ſomeſſinpe 
delight nnto their minds. The ſame for kind the 
and mca{ure,for quality and quantity they multÞlvige 
allow- unto. their wives, (it it be of neceſlitymol 
or nece(lary for them, which I dare preſume Bin al 
13 almolt alwajes.) Yet this mult be grantedwhc 
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that a man muſt not maintaine bimſelte in anjſand 
| : thing” 
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thing, either for food or rayment, above his a- 
bility, or un»ecoming his place and Calling -' 
Neither mult he allow it bis wife; and donbt- 
ikefſe no diſcreet wife will defire the ſame. Be- ; 
loved you have heard at large that jtis the du- 
ty of the Husband to his Wife to tender the 
we'Ropood of her fonlc, and can any manthink that 
oy, . good of her body is to be negleRed ? Tru- 
bleſflly, it were abſurd tor any to conceit any ſach 
&Fthing. God would not have the mouth of the 
i$]F}Oxe to be muzled when he treadeth out the'| Deur.25.4. 
le-|F/Corne, and will he have'the inouth of her 
chFmuzled that doth draw with thee in the fame 
ofiyoke ? Strely no, The Apoſile faith, that be 
tle] u worſe than an, Infidell that doth not provide | . 
elt Wifor 625 cn Family, 1 Tim. 5,8. Now if the 
tr E\whole Family muſt be provided for, as nonc 
whdore deny, 'then much more ſhe who in thy 
edfiabſence is the head of the Family, and in thy 
a lown preſence thy right-hand” Mate. VVhat 
Y | ouragemert can thy wife have to ſeek thy 
efligood when thou halt in whole, or in part neg | 
thBle& hers, Beſides, when thou ſhalt (cſpecially | 
thE/with checteſulnefie ) allow thy wife altduc 
al led neceſſary maintenance for her comfort 
ly Bend encouragem<nt in this life, if ſhe have any 
ingenuity of nature in her ſhe will ſoonegive 
d.Fthe fruit of the ſame into thy boſome by a more 
atF'vigorons and dexterovs putting forth her wn- 
tEmolt abilities to lerve, help, and comfort thee 
0Þin all thy various conditions ; but it herein thou 
4 Who art hzr Husband art niggardly, pemious, 
mand baſe hearted and handed towards thy | . 
oy | CG 4 _ © wife, | _. 


et et 
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| | duty of the 
Husband to 
| hu wiſe, 


wife,thou maicſt perbaps(though it be her fin) 
have ſuch poore returnes, that thou ſhalt not 
crack of thy gaines and incembs; But be thoy 
perſwaded that: maintenance is the wives 
Fes and be thou carefull to diſcharge that 
ebt. yy 

The eighth -duty which the Hnsband doth 
owe unto his:wife,is, to labour to be an Inſtro- 
ment (under God) to protect her trom all ic- 
juries, wrongs, inſolencies, and contumelious 


Belial (hall put upon her, to the utmolt of tis 
vower. In Eph.5.23. the Apoltle tels us tat 
the Huibaxd is the head of hu wife, even « 


firſt this duty of a Husbands proteRting his 
wite is implyed. Secondly, a preſident pro- 


Firſt, this duty is,;mplyed, the husband is de- 


to prevent it. And thirdly, to projet and con- 
trive ſome meanes afterward forthe removing 
of the evill if it fall. Aad thus muſt a Husband 


'{ labour to do in relationto his wife ; He mult 


labourtofore-lce what wrongs may fall upon 
his wife betore-hand, leſt they come una- 
wares. Secondly,he mult wiſely prevent them 


Second 


— 


abuſes, that any of the Sons or Daughters of 


Chriſt i the headof bis Church; and be is the|f| 
. | Saviour of bis body : where take notice, that 


pounded to incite usto the pertormance of it,| 


nominated to be the head of his wite : Now|fj| 
the head doth labour to fore-ſee, firlt, the dan-[${/0e 
ger the body is in. Secondly, to contrive mean}: 


if he can, which if he cannot,then in the third|F] at 
{place he muſt labour to remove them, and off 
jto caſe his wife from the burthen of them. 
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Secondly, here is.a preſident propounded to 
jocite the Husband' to labour to prote@t his 
{wife, and that frem the example of Chriit 


himſelfe, Chriſt is the Saviour of his body (the |. 


Church ). which is his ſpouſe 3 ſo mult the hos- 
'band labour to detend and prote his wife, his 
ſpouſe, his body ; yet further are we to labour 
this to do even from the practice of very Hea- 
thens. The wife of Poriphar tels a ſeeming 
faire tale (but it was a molt' Diabolicall lye) ro 


|: ber husband, that J-ſeph had done her wrong, 


and had mockt her, which complaint of hers 
was believed by her husband. Now though 
"Joſeph was choicely beloved of his Mafter be» 
fore, yet now his wrathis kindled againſt him, 
2nd Joſeph mult to priſon for the pretended in- 
jury, Gen.39-17, 19,20. Heſter had put up a 
complaint to Ahaſuerus her husband, (and a 
juſt complaint too, ) Thar ſhe and her people. 
[Were fold to be detiroyed, to be flaine, andto 


Jiperith. The King her husband demands who 
[he was ? and where he was tbat durſt preſume, 


4n his heart to do this ? Heſter returns anſwer, 
that the Adverſary that had done this was that 
wicked Hamas ; upon which the Kings 
wrath was ſo enkiadled againlt him, ( though 
he were his chiefe favourite, ) that he could 
not be paciked untill ſuch time as Haman was 
banged , Heſt.7.4,536,1 o. 

- Inthe niath place it js the-duty of the has- 
tand to his wife, in a prudentiall way, with all 
{weetneſle and love, to labour to prevent her 


ms 


fiom an idle and unprofitable expence of time. | 
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\ 


1 


| 


——_—_—_—— 


_— — ——— > _———_— I ——_—_—_ ——___— > - > ey > - _ ——_— 
w 


go 


| Conjugall Connell, oy 


| 


| fit for a husband+to be a Ta5k-maſter to bis 


- | Apoſtle, x Tim.5-14-ſhe muſt guide the houſe; 


A husband in the generall ſhould labour to 
make his wife a compleat Chriſtian, Now he 


or ſhe that are-not fit for Chriſtian ſociety are] - 
' no compleat Chriltians - But the Apoſtle com- 


mands the Theſſalonians to withiraw them- 
ſelves from every brother, that did walke dil- 
orderly, 2 Theſ.3.6. Now if you would know 
what that (in was which is call'd a diſorderly 
walking, if you pleaſe to confer with the 10, 


-point I would not be miſtaken, 1 would have 
nohe conceive that I ſhould thinke that it were 


wife, to ſet her a ſtint of worke, and to exat 
it of her, ( which was the (in of the cruel] E- 
Lyptians againſt the Hebrews, ( who were 
Gods own people,) Exod. 5. 6,7,8.) But if it 


per for the wife to look atter ? I anſwer, 
with the mother of So/omon(in the firſt place,) 
Prov.21.27. ſhe muſt look well to the waics 
of her Houſhould, Secondly, I anſwer with the 


it isan excellent and well beſceming carriage 
in a wife to laok out ſharpe ( as we may ay, ) 
to prevent ſervants Idleneſſe, and waltefulneſs, 
for there was never worſe ſervants in an Age 
than now ; they muſt have great wages, but 
do little worke forit; they will not gather up 
the broken fragments that nothing be lolt, 
Joh.6.12, Nay, they will purloine,(7 5.2.10.) 


not ſhewing all goed fidelity, for they will] 
filtch, 


| 
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and 11. verſes, you will find it was the fin of | 
not working, the ſin of Idlenefie. Now in this] ſ: 


be demanded, what imployment is moſt pro-| ||: 


6 


—— oa ith... — with, 4 >. 2 


| g '(onjugall Counſel. | 


{1s an excclient and'well-beſeeming carriage in 
| wife thus to overlee the waies of, her Fami- 


JF inthe acceptation of her hugband, Againe, in 


js the proper imployment of a wife tolook af- 


enlive the affeRions of each other, one to an- 


eſtate whileſt opportunity ſerves, that he may 


[be able to leave ſome competent eſtate for her 


of. 


[= 


hiccts piitcr, and ſteale, waſte, and conſume | 


the eltates of-their Malters, which might well | 
{| be prevented by the induſtry of a carefull 
wite, whereby her husbands eltate might be 


preicrved, and livelihood maintained for him, 
ber felte,and their children; for want of which. 
care many a Family hath been brought to ruine, 
and Children to & morſell of bread.: Ant as it 


ly, fo it isa very choice peece of ſervice in her 
| an{wer tothe former demand, (that is, ) What 


[tec? 1a the third place, is is not out of a wo- 
mans Calling to ſpend ſeaſonable time in inti- 
mate ſociety with her husband to quicken and 


[other, Bur tor that fin of a womans in miſpen- 
ding her time in an idle and letty way, the hus- 
band(as beforeſaid lhould take care to prevent; 
for idlefiefle is (as we fay ) the mother of all 
Mmilchiete ; And'I well l;ke' that ſpeech of a 
grave Divine, that is, That the Divill hath a 
Commitſhon to take ap all idle perions; and to 
imploy them in his ſervice. This hall faffice 
for tbis ninth duty of the husband to his wife, 
and {o we procced to the tenth and laſt duty 
that the busband doth owe as beforeſaid. 

\ Inthe laſt place it is the duty of the busvand 
tothe wife, to take care ſo to mannagehis 
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the ſarviver. ) we have already taken notice, 
that Parents muſt lay up for their Children, 
2 Cor.12.14. But a mans wife ſhould be ac- 
counted of him much dearer than chil- 
dren, and that becauſe they are one fleſh, 
which Parents and Children are not. There- 
forea man ought in his will to have more re- 
ſpe& to his wife than to his children, except 
firſt the children be Infants, or every way un- 
helpfallto themſelves ; and that their mother 


pacity to look out in a probable way to have a 
competent maintenance ; and alſo in a ſecond 
place, except the mother be of a very harſh 
and bitter ſpirit to her Children, and (fo like to 
be as a ſtep-mother rather tban anaturall mo- 
ther; but if there be no. ground for theſe con 
ſiderations, it 1s ſtill the moſt Chrittian and 
prudent way for the husband to be more libe- 


is to fet his houſe in order, and to make his 
Will: And for this we have a Chriſtian prefi- 
dent from the pra&ice of Elzanah. A very ju- 
dicious Diuine ( whom the Chriſtian world 
doth reverence for a very learned Expoſitor * ) 
ſaith, that it was the cuſtome of the Jews be- 
fore they took any large journey to make their 
Willy,and diſpoſe of their eltates, not know- 


ing whether they ſhould returne againe pupon 
which occaſion Elkenah living far from Shi- 
leh, and being to appear there befote the Lord, 


to maintaine her when God ſhall take bim a-| 
way by death, ( it God thinke fit ſhe ſhall be | 


- 
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be youthfull and of an able body, and in a ca-| 


rallto his wife thaa unto his children when he | 
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be makes hisWill,unto which he gave untoPe- 
#innab his witc,and to his Sons and Daughters 


| portions ; But unto Hannah he gave a worthy 


portion,( becauſe he loved her,) 1 S4m.1.3,4,5+ 
AS 4 man that loves his wife would not only 
bave her fare well when he is at bome, but 


.| when abſent trom home alſo:So if thou dolove 


thy wite with a cordiall love thou wouldſt net 
only have her live well in this world whileſt 
thoufart her companion here,but alſo hen thou 
art,through the Lords free Grace. a Companion 
with Saints and Angels in Heaven at the right 
hand of God, and in the bolome, of thy deareſt 
Saviour. But if thou art not carefull to provide 
for thy wife as well as thon canſt whilelt thou 
liveſt here, thou canſt bave but little hope that 
(he ſhould live well hercatter when thou art 


\ | gone; which duty of thine if thou negleR, 


thou wilt leave a Srand upon thy nameto Po- 
ſterity to Judge by, that thy wife never lay 1n 
the boleme of thy affections ; for if ſhe had, 


thou wouldſt have expreſt more ſincere love 
| to her at your patting. Thus God hath carried 
| us through the conſideration of ten ipecial du- 


ties Which the husband doth owe unto his 
wife ; which to help thy memory take the 
heads of them as they have been laid down ia 
order, v:2., Firſt, Conjugall Aﬀe@ions, Se- 


| condly, Cobabitation. Thirdly, a Godly care to 
build her up1n the knowledge of God. Fourth- 


ly, To ſeeketo reclaime her from (iv. Fitthly, 
To walke before her in good examples. Sixth- 
ly, To beare with her infirmities. Seventhly, 
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To'allewher due maintenance. Eighthly, T9 


prote&her. Niothly, To be cacctull ſhe im-]'. 


prove her time ſo as not to live idly. Laſtly,7o 


take care toleave her ſome competent mainte- |. 


nanee ; we come now by the Lords affitance 


to conſider of ſome duties the wife doth owe] ' 
antothe husband, which in the feare of God| 


(he muſt labour to performe-and diſcharge. 


The firſt daty the wife doth owe unto the |, 


husband, js, alſo Corjugall Aﬀections, or a 
ſingular, choice, and ſpeciall love ; you may 


remember we gave this duty of love the pre-|, 
cedency (in a ſuperlative way ) of all other du-| 
ties.the husband goth qweto his wife , Love| 
is the ſap, bud, and bloſſlome from whence all| 


other Matrimoniall duties do ſpring. And an- 


ſwerable to the degrees hereof ( be they more| 
or lefle )doth the other incline or decline in the |. 


heart of the wife to, or from, the husband. 


The wife ought to love her husband with a|' 
moſt jintire and ardent love ; yea, fuch a love as| 
is only proper and peculiar unto him.; He| 
ought to be unto her the chiefe part of her out-|. 


ward joy and enjoyments; as one ſaid of a 
choice diſh of meat, that he could cut out of it 


all the variety of dainties that che beſt farniſh'd | 


boord in the world was providedof ; fo may 
2 woman ſay, that in her busband (under God) 


ſhe hath all outward good things that ary bave | 


the fruition of ; which as it gives abundance 


of fatisfaRion to her own heart, ſo the refiedti. | 


on of it doth returne back into the boſome of 


her khusband to fiil him with much (olace and 


ba 


delight | 


% 


| © Conjugall Counſell o5 | 


; 


delight in her againe. Elkanah ſaith to Hanna, | 1 Sam, 1,8. 
$i 4m 7 not berter to thee than tex ſons ; thereby 
implying what an. high cſteems the wife 
Fiſhould have of her Husband. Pau! would have 
Tit#s teach young wemen to love their Huſ- 
\#|bands,T5t.2.4. (And doubtleſſe it is the duty of 
elder women to do the ſame, but young wo=« 
men are particularized, becauſe of the levity | 
Fjoftheir minds, they being apt above others to | 
cloſe with vaine pleaſures, and ſo more like- 
ly to negle& their maine duty to their Huſ- 
{bands.) In 1 Cor.7.28. the Apoſtle ſpeakes of 
ſuch as are married, that they ſhall have no 
| Bitronble in the fleſh,that is,divers outward trou- 
bles and incumbrances in the mind ; for in the 
Marriage Eſtate there is an intermixture of 
diſcomforts with comforts. There may be 
ſometimes too many wild Gourds ihred and 
Fiput into that pottage, by reaſon whereof death 
{may be there, as in 2 Kings 439,40. butin the 
41. verſe the Prophet bids them bring meale | 
and calt it into the pot, and ſo they did, and | 
Jſthen it was wholeſome ; ſo thou that art a | d. 
wife if thou do ſometimes meet with lofles 

| Ja8d crofles, paines and troubles, cares and tur- 
'{[moiles, whereby death ( that is, ſorrows and 
priefes)lay hold on thee to imbitter that other- 
wiſe blefled condition unto thee z then bring 
J}mcale (and that jslove) and caſt it intothe bo- 
fome of thy Husband, and that will ſweeten 
ul; it will turne gall and wormwood jnto ſu- 

| [gar and honey. As Chrift is to his Spouſe the 


chiefeſt of ten thouſand, Cant. 5.10, ſo mult thy | 
Husband 
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' !there be none of theſe but may give amanaſſ 


Conjugall Counſell. 
Hosband be unto thee.. which if he be not, it] Big 
| may be much ſuiſpeQed that thou haſt an Adul-| Bea 
terous heart, at lealt, if thou be net alſo out-| Flthi 
wardly defiled too. Then in the next place. - 

Cohabitation is alſo a duty the wite doth 
owe unto her Husband t it is not only the duty| 
of the Hvsband to live with his wife, but hers| {wt 
| to live with him.,. And among other ends (he|/anc 

was created for this, that is, to be his Compa- 6 c 
| 
| 


3 -_ _ 
- — k 
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nion, \God found it not good for man tobe 
alone, Gen.2. 18, And indeed, how can ſhe be |} 
a meet helper to bim if ſhe live apart from|{ſlan 
him. There may be many neceſſaty occaſions] ſid: 
for a man to change the place of his/habitation, | lt 
ſometimes to enjoy better meanes of Grace, |G 
ſometimes to enjoy better meanes of health, | ith: 
ſometimes to enzoy better means of livelihoed, [{ſtc 
. & ſomtimes to enjoy ſociety of choiſe friends ;jiiſ6 


: Cleare call ſomtimes to remove his babitation, [ſtole 
'& he muſt{if be be a Chriſtian) obey God bere-|ſſbein 
;1n. Now take this fora moſt undeniable truth, | 
that whatever paſſage of Divine providence|ſſa 
will warrant the lawfulneſle of the Husbands/ſm 
change of place of dwelling, will alfo war-|f| 
rant the Wives call to travell with ber Hus-|iſ6 
band, and to live with bim whereſoeverbeif 
pitch his Tent. Marke the Apoſtles phralc, [ſe 
t Cor.g9.5. Have we not power to lead abou: 4 
Sifter, a Wife, as well as other Apeftles, and a | 

che Brethren of the Lord, and as Cephas; where ſmall 
you may note, that the Apoſtles, the Brethren \litide 
of the Lord, and Cep:4s did lead about theirjÞido 
| W1IYeS, Wt: 1 


» FF! 


'  Conjugall Counſel. 
| Bifives { 'which-they conld not have done a- 
| Boainſt cheir wills), and Pal doth challenge 
the ſame priviledge as due to him as well as to 
the other. But to add acleare demonſration'to 
| Fithis truth yet further by joyniog preſidents to 
| Bipriviledges, confider the practice of Sarah, 
| when God cals Abrabhamto leave his country: 
| Sznd go into that which he would (hew him, | 
ke goeth with. bim, Gen.12.5, When God 
als him the ſecond time to remove, thatis, to 
0 into Fgype becauſe of the Famine in th| 
and where he did live, you ſhall ind his wite' 
lid:go with him, ver,10,11. who did alſore* 
rac with him; Chap: 13.1: Againe, when 
God: cals /ſaat to go to Gerar, to ſojourne 
there for a time, (and that by reaſon of Famine 
hoo, ) Rebekab ( his wife) goes with him, 
Gen, 2641,7. Butin aſpeciall manner mind the 
aRice of Leah and Rachel, they are willing 
toleavetbeir Fathers houle and kindred { not 
being £nforeed. by Famine) ro enjoy fociety 
wth Jacob their busband, Gen, 31. 4: tothe 
nd of ver.18, AS Ruth iaid to Naomi ( her 
mother in Law, ) #here thox goeſt [ will go,avd 
bhere thou lodgeft | will lodge, and where theu| 
5 |eſt / will dye, and there will I be buried, The\| 
xe \lerd Jo ſo 10 me and more alſo if ought but\ 
©, {iter b-part cher and me Ruth.1.16,17. So malt 
4 \Encry Chriſtian wite ſay to her hasband/where| | 
4 {on liveſt I will live, and where thou dicft [|| 
reſſall diczand there will I be buried, for nought 
en \itidearh (hall part thee and wee By all. which 
ir {doch / or.may) iappeate chat it is the duty of 
5 Wile: 1 RSS Ho =. IM 
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| in what place ſoever God ſhall call kim ang if 


the wife to her husband to Cohabit with him| — 


ſhe. performe not this duty, [ſhe diſables ber 
lelife to the obſervation of others ; Bat in 
caſe, fiſt, rbat the busband will live in a Po- þ 
 piſh Countrey, out of either a ſuperſtitious, or : 
antaſticalleod or humour « The wife is not 4 
cound to follow him, for ſhe muſt look more| | |© 
afterthe true worſhip of God, and the fſalvs 
'tion of her own ſoule, than after any outward b 
comfortable condition in the world, Or ||| |** 
condly, if the Husband be an unbeliever, and||] |5? 
doth not Jike-to live with a believing wife, 
then ſucha wike is at liberty ( if I miſtake not 
the Apolile ) tolive from him, x Cor.7.13,15 
' But laſtly, in caſe the husband do violate the Þ| | y 
Covenant of Marriage by Adultery, Fornict|f| |: 


- | formance of this duty to her husband, ſhe dot 


tion, &c. Then if the wifepleaſe ſhe may for: fe 
lake him, which by neceflary conſequence|ſ | - 
may appeare from the words of Chriſt, Aſat. G 
5-32. Chap.19 9. For-if the husband may put aj 
his wife away for ſuch breach of Marriage * 
Contrat, why nor the wife put away be lu 


husband on the like occaſion, But if upon or-|f; 
dinary occaſion the wite ſhall refuſe the per- 


make void and null ene fpeciall end of Marrjs 
age, and fo (ins againſt God the ordainer of 
that happy eſtate z alſe againſt her Husband, jnjſ.. 
depriving him of his due comfort ; and laſtly,f} 
agunſt her foule and 'cenſtience, as contra\jl{" 
ding ſin and guilt; and againſt her body, ina([[#** 


violent cutting the thread of ter chiefeſt ex}; 
| 5p ternallſſ};*<! 


-” ---- 
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[ternall tclieity. So much for this patticttiar du- | 
ty trom the wife tothe hasband, '' + | 
To the third place, the duty of the Wife to | The third 
her Husband, is, to improve her {pirituall abt- | #!y of the 

lities,' to be' helpfull ro kimin the beft things - Vife 10 | 
tor the goodot bis foule;rollir him up'to good | "a bry uf. - 

duties when ſhe rakes notice of 'apy remiſs , 

{nefe and'carnall fecurity in him ; by iweet ex- 

hortations, and holy-conference ſhe maſt la- | 
bour to quicken him againſt a ipiritoal} Lethai- | 
gy, Which if it feizc on hitm, will ſo becloud } 

[and bebight his ſenſes, that he ſhall have net | 
ther head nor heart, with any cheerefulnefle | 
of ſpirit, to walke with his God ; which if his | 

wife ditcerne him inclining to, Jbut in'a {peci- 

{all manner captivated under) the had>need to 

beſtir her lelte co talure h1m often with ſach 

Fcxts of Scripture as thele, viz, Luk ag. 62; | 
1 Cor.9 the later part'of ver 24. Phil,3.13,14. | 

Rev.2.4-20d the degining of ver.5. Rev.3.15. | 

16, Luk-17. 32, Ezck.18, 24,26. She muſt | | 

Jabour to [tir him up to love and good workes, | 

4nd therein follow the example of the Shu- | 
kamite,2 King 4 9,:0. (thouthat art a Wite | 

jead the place, and follow the Precept, Y She| 
|{[{muſt labour to ſtrengthen her Husbands faith'}- 
po ben he ſhews molt weakenefle. After Ha- | 

'#oab had offered a iacrifree. ro God, the Angell | 

'of the Lord did wonderfully inthe prefence ot} 
|bim and his wife - The good Mans faith be- | 

"|Hpzn tofaile, Me ſhall gje, faith he, becanſe we | 

Ul teve ſeen God, ( want of taith was like to kill | | 
x«-\F|: Aga - : 

111 {be poore man: ) Now his wife lteps in very | 

Wo” H 3 . oppox- /.....-. .. 
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{ meane, when, they live, and love together as 


| chat iz along; for he hath net another to help hims 


| ipeciall manner, that is, be ſurc as thou doft 
| defire to improve thy gifts and parts for the. 


| Chriſtian. That he may befurnifhed with (a- 


| tions} that he may abound in every. good 
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us he would mt bave told #« theſe things nor ac* 
cepted a. Sacrifice, at our hands, Judg. 13.20, 
22, 33- {o [he /makes good that place in Ecel, 4. 
9,10. 7 wo are beitter.than one, for if one fall the 
«her mill lift up hu fellow + but woe be. to him 


#p. Traly,'thereis a marvellous Sympathy be- 
tweene Husband and Wife in all conditions (1 


manand wife ) one will labour to ſuppart ano- 
ther. And one thing Tet me put thee on ina 


good of thy Husbands ſoule. That thoudo ne- 
ver neglect to pray for bim. As. Aaros did| 
beare the names of. the Children of Iſrael be- 
tore the Lord on his two ſhoulders for a me- 
moriall, Exod+28.9,12.So be thou ſure to beare 
the remembrance of thy Hasbands poore ſoule 
upon thy heart when thou art-to appeare be- 
fore the Lord in thy Cloſet- worſhip, that thou 
maieſt prevaile with God for a blefling for 
bim, that he may be heavenly and fpirituall is 
all his deportments toward God, and toward 
man ; that in the ſtrength of Gods grace he 
may be a {elfe-denying, and a {elfe-moxrtifying 


opportunely, and labours to ſtrengthen bis | 
faith, If, ſath ſhe, the ord would have kill d| 


—_— 


ving Faith, Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, 


— 
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Repentance unto life, ſtrength againſt corrup- 


Gods 


ft bo 


| worke ;z that he may be an Inſtrument of 


glory 
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creating of thee, that'is, te be 2 micet helper to 
thy Hasband ; nay, the ſpirit of God Tha!l at- 


here, and permanent happinefſe hereafter. * 

| Fourtbly, The daty'of x wifeto her Hysband; 
is, a comely and Chriſtian-like ſubfeRion 'to 
him 3' (ſhe muſt not cotitend for equality with 
bimi; chuck lefle ſuperiority overhim; but muſt 
ontennt her felfe in the ſame ſtation of conditi- 


who is wiſdomeit ſelfe ) hath ſer her. Now 
that this is a daty, take Scripture evidencefor 
i,” (for I know it willnot down, but ſticks in 
the throat with too too many, but to 4mortifi- 
ed Chriſtian a Command from God is enough 
to ſweeter that which to fleſh and bloud is as 
bitter as gall, ) Col: 7.8. The Apoſtle faith, 
Wiver ſubmit your'fetves unto your own Huſ- 
bands, 24 "it us fir inthe Lord. So Eph.5.22. 
Wives ſubmit your ſelves anto your on haſ- 
bands a wnto the Lord ; where marke the di- 


Fiv:s ſubmit, &c. at it us fit inthe Lord: But 
n this latter, Wives ſubmit, &C. a unto the 
Lord; For ſome women may tay, we ate wil- 
ling to ſubmit our ſelves to our own Husbands 
[8s it is fit in the Lord ; But what fu>tniſfion 


verſity of termes, In the foriner place it is, 


gor here, and a Vefſellof Mercy beteefecr ++ | 
| ind ici thy drawing forth and improvitig thy | 
parts thus for thy Hasbands {piritudll'adyatita- | 

es men and Angels ſhall witnefſe forthee,that ; 


| 


; [|thon baft laboured'to anſwer one endof Gods | 


tc the ſame to thy ownſoule, to thy comfort] 


on wherein the God of wiſdom {('or ttiat God | 


The fourth 


WT, ife to 
the Huſ- 
band, 


" $]may be faid to be fit'in the Lord FT ahtwer, 
SP | H 3 That 
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Precepts or Prefideats. Secondly,»That fab-. 
miſſion of Wives to their Husbands is fit in the 
Lord, which is not forbidden 1n Scripture, nei- 
ther exprelly, nor unplicitely, neither plainely, 
nor by necellary contequence ;, but to anſwer 
ſuch as would pretend, {crapulcſity, ( when 


terme, where Wives are, commanded to ſub- 
mit to their own Hugvands as unta the Lord, 
and ſce what they can gatber from tho{e words 
as a greund to latisfie ;their conſcicnces for 
their nog-ſubmiſſion. Now tecaule the Holy 
Ghoſt did foreſee that women(ray,lome good 
women) would nct fall down betere. this 
truth, but endeavour to maintaine that rotten 
and unſound maxime, viz. that the, Wite is the 
Husbands equail, thcrefare doth ehe Spirit of 
God in Eph.5.23. ( which, was laſt quoted j lay 
down an undeniable rcatod.why Wives ſhould 
ſubmit to their Husbans, For ( 1aith be). c&e 
Huband i the head of hu Wife as Chriſt u the 
head of hu Church ; And then in ver. 24,-the 


unto Chriſt, ſo, let theWivues be unto thejr own 
Hubanas in every thing. Now the reaſon.here 
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That ſbmiſſion is fit. in the Lord that hath re-| 1 
ſpe& to any Command the Husband (hall lay} 
on his wife which is grounded upon Scripture| 


they, intend ooly the diſcharging of themlelves| 
from all ſubmiſſion to. their Husbands,,) let] 
them ruminate. or chew. the cud upon the laſt| 


Spirit of God comes to a Corrollary orConclu» | 
lion, thus, Therefore as the Charch.& [«bj:&| || 


brgughc ( for the end beforeſaid ) ſtands thus, 
| Thatas the Church doth fab it to Chriſts Au-| 


| thority, 


>» 


I 


no g 


— 
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| Þ {thority, (be being her head, ) fo muſt the wife 
q | it to the Authority of ber busband, be- 
fe be is the head likewiſe ; andthat he is ſo; 
conſider alſothat of the Apoſtle; in't Cor.3 1,3, 
{The head of the woman us the man. Now 
Head(bjp implies Authority, '(tbat is beyorid 
tifpute, ) and Anthority requires ſubjeRion. 
[Let every ſonle be ſubjeft to the higher powers, 
whoſoever refiſteth the power reſifteth the Ordr- 
N jnence of God, and they that refift ſhall recerve. 
l{t-rhemſelves damnation, Rons. 13. 1,2, And 
{nonecandeny but that Headfhip, Authority, 
Jand' power is oneand the ſame; Yet further, 
jconcerning this dvty' of the wife to her buf- 
band/in relation te ſubjeRion-to bim ; mind 
thavof the Apoſtle Perer, in 1 Per. 3.1. where 
ſhe-faith, Likewiſe ze Fives be in ſubjeftion i 
yagr own Hiubands, Then in ver.s. he brings! 
yon af Preſident for it, (and that from a fingular | 
woman, JEven us Sara? obeyed Abraham calling 
him Lord, whoſe Daughters you are as long as 
you do well, Now, as 1t 1$ 2 glorjous priviledge. 
to be a Son of Abraham, (in a ſpirituall ſenſe, 
lo it'is 8 high'honour to be a Daughter of S4- 
frar. And thou who'art a Chriſtian- woman, by ! 
{10 meanes forget, that from” the original! 4 
fof'time God did ordaine that the Husband' } 
ſhonld rule over his Wife, Gen.3.16. Nay, the 
Jivety Heathens thooght it fit that every man 
{ſhoald beare rale in his own hoaſe, Hefer. 1. 
$120,22. But ſome woman may ſay, what if my 
[ttnsband be a Son' of Belia/? One who bath 
[nograce in bim? who beares notthe Image of 
|- H4. God, | 
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[19 1 Petg3-4,2- doth hirit.at placncly,>Lokewsſe 


| And th: readdesthis 3s 2-realvn to excite them « | ie 
|to the pertprmance. of, this.duty,- that is,; That] Bi 
{if any obey not the;-wordy they alfo may. witty 


| power, yet {he is not ſq ſuboruInate to thee 38 


119 any bulinetle that ſhe is ableto performe. 


1 God, but of the. Devill? Muſt a Clviſtian be| Þx 
ſu>je&toa Heatbeo ?, A Saint toa Devilkins} Ne 
caronte-?, ?. Lapn{wer,; thatiif than be lo; match'd 
in the Marriage Bltate, then-thy condition: 48! 
{x3, and, very.ſad,.an4 much to be lamented, 
But till it isacleare truth; that. thou maſt be 
ſa>jeR to even uch a Husbandin all his lawful} 
Commands, 'and further, than muſt notobeya}| | 

godly dusband ;.). And this, ehe\ le Peers 


1e wives be in ; ſbje Bron to your. gy Hubands; 


out the word be won by, Aha Converſation of 
the wives, while they behold your chaite;con-» 
yer{ation coupled with feare;...1 ſee no:caule] 
to adJde one word more ta demonſtrate that 
{ubje&ion.in a, wile to her-hysbavd. is'a-duty 
ſhe doth owe bim.. But. let me. beſeech-thes 
that art 2 Husband, that all the Commands 
thou doſt lay on thy wife may be in the vature 
of requeſts and intreaties z for know 'it, that 
though thy ,wife be not.cquall to. thee in 


chy Children and Scrvants,. command, ſervice! 
from them,but.defire thy Wife to be ſubſeryient 


want her hand, Nay, fbe will, rcjoice that cat] 
any time ſhe bath- any intimation et thy mind "ts 


_ The. 


a———— 


to thee, and it ſhe have any commendable quar| Wa 
lifications, in her thou maieſt, be {ure thou haſt] mu 
her heart co ſcive thee, and, therefore caplt;nd| _ 


_ cc... 


I's be fitth.duty:qhat the. Wikedoth owe uns. 
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go ; naſe, 


oO ; 


her Husþand,:.is; due and comly Reveregee;: 
Wives: myſ{- not. only | to: their. Huf- 


themlikewiG, and this the Apolile doth charge 


| vo ups Let the tFoferſer Caen) 


_ reverencs. hor Hombends where oblary 


t in the-particle [ſee J]aherois an Ecophaties | 
5 an Empiaticall efer Japon foritis 36.if be I 


v7 be furo jet the wite,take diligentcare 


oh 20d, migd ic. ina ſpeciall manner, bat | 
5 b + oy; any ;meanesto revetence her | 
d, Epb, $133»: But if! it be demanded, 


7 this Reyerence-ſhouldibe.performed.Þ, k 
n (wer, two:Waics,, in.her words, and inJhcr 
res: Firſt, tin ber. wards;;- and. that typ 


waies.; firſt,. when ſhe ſpeakes. to hiav;iSer | 
dly, when he ipeakes of, bim-/ Firſt, when | 


he  ſpeakes2g him; by avoiding Clamour,.aud 
hgh language ; Secondly,! by avoiding of; un; 
weceellary repetitions and-Tautologies, ( e(peGi; 
ay if her Hugband be.a judicious and.prudent 
jan, ) for take this. for. an, undeniable, zruth,, 
that a.man of parts cannot endure @ multitade | 
F: words, and. large pregmbles,.. .Thiidly, 
When ſhe makes ber deſires. known, to bio! 
k {bh by requeſts than 'by peremptory..des, 
ads, (ycrthis muſt be granted, that a Wo- 
Ban may {pgake, to. ber- Husband in a way.of 
Pipare familiarity.) Laſtly, when ſhecakgga! 
ame and. place to faiten-ſame Ctiſtianze-! 

Q Jpote on him, and then; to,do./it with auch 


| 


| "cd ,and obcy.them butxbey.muſt reverence | 


The fpfib 
| duty of the | 
wife to the | 
Hubend. 


Secondly, a. Wor 
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+ man 
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_ +4 +4 0ucu maſt reverence her Hiitband' in ber|flkac 
' | words "when ſhe fpeikes of bim'to othervy|hev, 
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[words tothenithcir ſeendalons and contemp*ſh 
[fible words behind their backs; and in thei 
ubwotthy; andutibelceming geſtares-and adi ſhaſſe 
a 


| that'as they are tranſgreflours apainſt theComs 


Fittiby'giving him on all occafiens'( that ate] ) 


{ juft-) due praiſe and commenditions ; 'AndiBihey 


lecoridly, by being ready to vindicate his repy« the x 
tatiofnapainſt allgnjaſt aſperſions' & Calumni«]ſje, 
&f6ns that do jmpeactyhis credit, aiid obſtrud|ve; 
his well-deſerved Eſtimation: iv the hearts: fig 
fuchas are'wiſe and: godly, whereby ſhe ſhallifljeſ} 
' Bot only revererice/him her ſelfe,' but cauſe oils: 
ethers co dothe lame, Secondly, The Wife muldifiige 
reverence her Mysband' in her Geſtures f T7 
AQions ; Firſt; by giving: him duereſpetbeliiſla » 
fore'others abroud; 'knd before" Children andÞ 1c 
Setvients at_ home, not behaving Ver ſelfe in iſp be 
tride induncivilt 'wiity- toward: him, as Nighthhe, v 
ig his preſence. ' Secondly, in'leaving to hinflkno 
the wits and orderly- government of the-Faillhefle 
ily, and- all D6meſtique Diſcipline without fer-} 
contradiction; 'Laftly, (and jn ſpeciall)in obiſlkme 


| ſerviog his good'Counſell, and in-tollewing Mc 
| higreligious and/godly examples.” FE might hertind « 


take occaſion to faſten a juſt Teproote upoiiſiſhatio 
<1dhny Womei;thit are ſofar from reverencing ls © 
cheir'Husbands, that ion the contrary they artſſinake 
ſaſtroments (but curled ones Jot much dillilard 
reſpec, diſgrace, and diſhonour eo'be calt vp-ſter \ 
on* their * Husbzrids "by 'their- Contumelionshoke 
bic! 
le-« 
ons toward theth4' butlct-fuch women knowilh y 


£2 ff 
JL C 
4 
manayg Fs 5 


_ 


is | 
L. - 


z 


b it 
| 
, BEY 


# 
La g 
\ 


\ \ \\ T%. Y kun i: % ww ; 

place it is the, duty of the Wife [74e gx: | 
er Husbands infirmitics:; though, |duty of the | 
| Wife to the 
H u«baud. 


wiſkodly diſcretion ſo to do: And hereby his paſ- 
mÞos of mind will waſte the faſter, and here-| 
ne 35 Ft | | | - turne 


0 "0" 0 
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tarnto hisuſuall tertiþer the ſootier ; 


whole hone El nor 'only be in'a 


| ſ\moake7but ins burning flame;Grievor wor 
fir Anger,” Pro:15 .x. wheteas on the con-}l” 
ttaty; "4 oft Anſwer turneth wa A mou I P 


wasthefinof Zipporah who! fat 


thers ns Nag the. La 


IEP 07111-0974 ay ls. +, This dgty concer-f 
LA ef MChlianes) aftice ingericrallbat #IF 
..”, _..|the'caſe we ſpeake 'to it doth cehc 
Wifeinoſt to praQice' in keothm to her Hof" 
band \ "bit f6r" her” to*take a' fit oppo 
(with Abigail Yto 25 hig1 that 


are WE pood, bu 


fitmity (pt 


the Colitrary the Wifeto bis enkitdfed ed cork 
add&#ewell 'and*cotiibiiftivle mitger by bad 
' wot: Had. A crofle-gr ain'd i ns the 


in-ngt ne © with tier Husbands ink nieyH 
but{arbath been Eres ) Moferdid welltolf ' 
bears with hers, Exot:4.25 ps Je one ane-| 


uy 
he deivg godly) very” ve 
il}-befe ſeeaing him, A band. to Ne] 2 ap 
chis will be an omamefit of graceto her [ tbe | 
cially-if ſhe perform'it'in «right way." Thet 
| may ber many other infirmities in a man beſi dafif 
[Aiger znd Paſſion;which his Wife muſt b5 
\ [teare with, which" w6 Thitlr not enideayour to” 
|partiatarize;butl&dveto tier td jadge'of ; onh k . 
[We hall in one word pie. her the file to pro 
[c&&& by; viz. Amans4 
jart voluntary deviatiofi from thaef 
aftnefſe whereby" (bythe grace of 'Qgd } he 
doth Saks in the*gefieratl coutſe of his hi A | we 
bort#ſh tchtionto GdPand man; having 


"Tar ifon{Þ* 


ſtarbj 


'Her daty 
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oper] i 
rope of | 


rel pet. 


©  Conjugall Counſel: 10g. 


”. 


| eſpe to. the duties of-piety- required in the be 
1B Table, .and ſecondly, to the duties of righ- | 
1Keouſnede in the ſecond Table of the Deca- 


ue, or ten Commandements. 


{In the ſeyentb place, it is the doty of the | 


Wife to the: Husband to yield bim help andfur- 
herance in bis out ward Eſtate. But-in the pro- 
kcution ofthis duty. we ſhall uſe the more 

aciſenefle; having. mentioned ſomething this 
way in the ninth duty of the Hugbandto his 
Wife, only what was there delivered was up- 
another Account, that is, to put it upon the 
usband tq ſtir up. his Wife to avoid idleneſle, 
nd te labour to: be induſtrious ; where, her 
thicfe Imployment was exprelt te be, to guide 
te houſe, and to looke well tothe waies of 


; 

| 

; 
| 
, 
F- 
FN 


tothe praftice of this her duty,and we hope 


(i convincing ber that-it1s a duty will be Mo- | 


"ive ſufficicnt co that end. Now bere it will be 
py i ceſlary for the Wife totake notice of the in- 
] ju tion of the Apoſtle in 1 7Tim.5.14. where 
be (aith, 7 wi# (which is as muchas to tay I 
 Yommand ) that the younger women marry 
- R{bcare Children) «nd guide the houſe. Now to 
pl ide che houſe, (at leaſt well, for that mult be 


ter Family, Bat here we mult labour to ſtir ber | 


The ſeventh 
duty of the 
wife to the 
Husband, 


VS hom. there is the leaſt: ground of ſulpicion of 
| TL | unfaith-! 
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tothe end of that Chapter. And truly, let meYP: 


| thereon, ) of his wife, Laſtly, The Wife may* 


unfaithfulaeſſe, to prevent their paſſages outle 


ef the backe doore ( as we ſay ) and'to tale. 
heedof laying temptations on them, by letting 


them enjoy any oppoittimities to-came At ſuch iſ bo 
things which concerne them not to have to doſe. x 


with bit at times of waſhings, or cleanſing the; 
corners of the houſe ; for the Proverbe is, that; | 
the temptation makestbe Thiefe, She mult ine n 
a ſpeciall manner be carefull of the Education ſl” 

and breeding of the Children ( they being the Þ;* 
chicfelt part of her Husbands, and ber owne8* 

Eſtate ;/) he mult be as belpfall as ſhe may (iT _ 
need require) to her Hasband in t:s outward FE; 


] Calling, Bat thou thatart a Wife, if thou de- c 


fire to performe thy duty this way, then for thy 
imitation read often, and conſider ſeriouſly of © 
the waies Ot the good Houſwife in Pro. 3 1-10... 


tell thee, that if thou be not confcienciors to; 
further thy Husband jn his outward eſtare,thouſþ 
art very unworthy to'have any ſhareincha 
honour of being reputed among the number iſ 
of: meet helpers. There hath many a man bee 
raiſed toa good outward eſtate by the induſtry; 
of his-wite, for the hard of the diligent maketh © 
rich, Prov.10.4. ( whether tho hand of Hub Ng 
band or Wife.) And' many' a man hath been. 
brought/to miſerable penury and beggery byI.* 
the Idlenefle '( and ſuch qualities as attend; 


very,much belp her Husband in bis outward 
Eſtate by labouring to prevent him, ot to ſeckeFf 
to reclaime him from profuſe, - unthrifty, and 

; ay . | | _ expenſive 
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qepenſive waies ; I ſay, ſhe ſhould firſt labour | 
to prevent bim from ſuch Eſtate-conſuming | 
courſes, which ſhe may do by labouring te 
provide all neceflary and wholſome dyet at-| 
home for him, with due attendance and a qui- 
& Family:;:for many a 'man having wanted ' 
theſe at home hath ſought them abroad, atd fo iq 
by lictle and lictle cultome in unthrifty courſes | 
hath brought a neceſlity on! him of convina- | 
ince/in'them,z neceſlity indeed, but yet ſpring- 
Ing from his own wicked beare, But thou that j 
wt a Wife, if thou canſt' not prevent this 
plague from falling on thy Family, then in the 
"Flecond place thou muſt labour in all waies of | 
” Eyiſdome and {weetneſſe'to reclaime bim out | 
J of theſe pernitious courſes. Beſeech him to 
conſider his fin ( by this wicked way of. his ) ] 
* Kpainſt Gog 3 Secondly, againſt bis own ſoule; 
x Fkirdly, againſt his body by unhealthfulneſſe | 
10 Yd noyſome diſeaſes ; Fourthly, againſt his | 
Y Credit; Fifthly, Againſt his owne Eſtate; 
© Þixtbly, Againſt thy (elfe . Laſtly, Againſt his 
© ſhoore Children. Thou muſt alſo labour to be 
- amiable in his eye as pollible,that he may de- | 
ſh light 10 thy company ; (truly, they are no good 
1, Yneanes that ſome women uſe ta reclaime their 
"" Bflusbands by, as to follow them with an en- 
ped ſpirit to an Ale-houſc, and thereto raile, 


v 
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o wd foame, pull, and teare, as if they world 

- Fow the bouſc out of the window(as we ſay) 

w kr [this courſe ſeldome or never doth do an | 
ke 99d.) But if all the meanes thou canſt uf 

nd {ove in _vaine, beg of God to ſanRtific this 


ce eee 


ive fore 
c—_— 


— _ 


The eighth 
duty of the 
FF, ife to the 
H wband. 


7 fſarealfliton tothee/and thine, and; the more] | 
_| expenſive thy Husband is.abroad; the more] 
ſparing be thou atbome, that (if poſſible the], 
Eitate,may hold out to be a meanes to.bring up| 
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thy,Childrea, untill (under God )they, cao ſhift: 


own condition, whether in ſuch a.deſperate 


is,vecauſe thy Husband alone hath the proprie 
ty in his, Eltate, unleſe ſome agreement de. 
tweene you betore Marriage, or betweene thy 


muſt for ever walke by this Rule,that we muf 
muſtJo, ( and in fo doing approve thy ſelfe 2 


Chriſtiaa,) thou muſt aR faith on God, Hab.z« 
17,18. And.that thou canſt.not do if thou neg- 


lawfull. *141 6: ; | 
Now inthe eighth and laſt place, the duty 
of the Wife to ber Husband, 1s,.to put forth 


teQions, with all readinefſe; enlargednefle,and 


by good waics for themſelves: But for thy] 


friends and him have altered the eaſe. And welfi/ 


not do evil that good may cowe thereby, Rom.3.|ll 
8. tor their damndtion is juſt. But this thou]ſſ! 


let lawfull meanes, or uſe any. that is un-[j 


her.ſclfe with all teaderpefieandicndeared Af-|i/ 


cheeretulneſle, to yield bim comfort and fuc-|| 
courin the time of bodily, affliiony Aickneſley |} 
an 
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i and weakneſs, { we have ſeen before, thit the 
#ming at comfort in all conditions 1s ne en 
| $1{and a a principal one too) of our defiring the 
Marriage condition.) And if a woman be ary 
way ncgligent herein, ſhe doth leave unper- 
formed one (prc-all duty ſhe doth owe to her 
sband ; tor it ever a man ſtand in need of 
his Wives help, he doth (e in a ſpec141ll manner 
when he cannot help himfelfe. Now the time 
Fot ficknefle and weakenefle is fuch a time, and 
then the wife muſt 1n an extraordinary way 
pur forth her beſt abilitics 10 her own pertonto 
\contribute to the foreſaid purpole ; and not on- 
ly fo, butthe mult Jabour to procure a'>le and 
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»[{ mcanes neglect to look gut to procure (( under 
{God ) help t:om fuch Phyfitians as have both 
yih.ch< Theory &practique part of their proteſſion, 
elFand manifett molt tendernetle, care, and ho. 
$[fipclty for the gocd and recovery of their pati- 
(cots. But what meanes ſoever (ſhe makes uſe 
a\ſſ/of, (he mult depend on the God of meanes tor 
a\f bleſſing, which ſhe mult crave of him by 
jel fiearnelt and fervent prayer, for ſuch prayer is a 
# _ {anCtiticd of God to (ave the (lick, Jam. 
5.15. We (hall turne in here, and proceed no 


the Wife doth owe to her Husbaud, of which 
he mult make conſcience as in the preſence of 


he a meet helperco her Husband ; the number 
of which dutics you ec are eight, firit, Matri- 


faichfull attendants about him ; and hy no | 


farther to lay down the particular duties that | 


God. And that as the will approve her icife to | 


dF | : [ ly, 


— 


monialllove ; : Secondly, Cotabitati loa ; Third- | 
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The firſt 
joynt duty 
between a 
man axd 


w fe. 


ly, To yield him furtherance in his outward 
Eſtate ; Eightbly, and laſtly, To labour to help 
and comfort hin in time of Inefle and weak- 
neſſe of any kind, | 

We hzve endeavoured hitherto -to conlider 
of the diſtin duties of the Husband to his 
Wife : And of the V Vives dutics to her Hul: 
band ; of which duties ſome that the Husband 
doth owe unto bis V Vife are the fame that the 
VVife doth owe unto her Husband = And ſome 
that the VVife doth owe unto her Husband 
are the {ame that the Husband doth owe unto 
bis V Vite, yet with ſome apparent differer» 
CC8. 

But now there remaines ſome duties to be 
conſidered of that are equally due to each 
o:her, (though not before propoled) and muſt 
be ſo handled. 

The firſt joint duty betweene man and wife 
equally ovoliging both, 1s, that they labour te 
maintaine a good opinion one of another 
touching their faithfulneſs in keeping the Mar- 
riage Coverant, and that neither of them bave 
violated the ſame by lodging their hearts in 
thebolome of ſtrangers, or defiling their bo- 
dies with them ; For, if for want of cate here- 
in there appeare ground of juſt ſuſpition of 
unfaithfulneſſe, jealoufie will get into the 
heart, and take vp its reſidence there untill it 


fo | 


exp 
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have | 
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have conſumed the iap, and devonred the root 
of all true love; And then miſerable daies in all 
probability will be the portion of both as long 
as their unhappy lives lalt. Marke how So/o- 
»9n 1n the Canticles doth deſcribe jealouſie, 
 Jealouſie & cruell as the grave, the coales therea 
of are coales of fire whith have a moſt vehement 
flame, Eccl 8.6. this fire will not admit of any 
i1mits. 1 ſay againe, it will eat out love, it will 
coaſu:ne joy and all comfort in the Marriage- 
Eitate; yea, it will walte the fleſh, the mar- 
row, and the bene, and ſhorten life it ſelfe. 


a nan ; "therefore he will not ſpare inthe day 
of vengeance. He will not regard a Ranſome; 
neither will he relt content though thou givelt 
,many gifts, Prov.6.34,35- Of all wrongs that 
can de oftered to man, or wife, they will not 
endare this breach of the Conjugall Contract; 
good- natures ( eſpecially gracious hearts) in 
min and wite will bearc with the Infirmities 
of each other, but they will rot be patient 
when they (ce this cucied enormity. Here then 
you ſee that this care that is to fe taken by both 
parties to labour to preſerve in their hearts a 
good opinion of each other this way,may' well 
tall jn as a duty to be minded of exceeding 
high concernmebrt. 

The lecend joint duty between man and 
wife equally conceining both, 1s, the yielding 
to cach other due benevolence ; the Apolile 
expreſlely requires it, 1 C9747. 3. and gives an 
undeniable reaſon for it in ver.4, andin ver.s. 
| | 23 * » he 


Jealoulie, faith the Holy Ghoſt, is the rage of |, 


The ſecond 
Joynt duty 
bel wcexe a 
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ruſe. 


he tels us ( upon the matter) that to deny the 
ſame each to other, is, to defraud each other, 
but I refer you tothe place and willnot adde 
one ſyllable more on this point for. ſpeciall 
realon, 

The third and laſt joint duty of man and 
witc equally concerning both, ts, that they do 
not poiJute or detile the Marriage bed, for it 
may be polluted &c. two wates, Firlt, by In- 
ordinateneile ; Secondly,by unleaſonablenels. 
Firſt, by Invrdwatenefle, when Married pei- 
ſons abuſe their liberty in Matriage- Conjun- 
Rions to excelle, and ſo make it a meanes ra- 
ther to encreale Concupilcence thano morti- 
fie the lame; they ſhould caſt on water to 
quench lult, and not Oyle to enflame the fury 
thereof, God hath ordained Marriage as 8 
meanes to avoid Fornication, but this exceflc 
we ſpeake of, makes (even)tuch perſons more 
obnoxious to temptations to that tin, than hap- 
pily molt are that are in the (iogle condition, 
And God duth many times levercly punith this 
fio, but the Pbilelopher will tell you how ; He 
will acquaint you, -that by this inordinate and 
over-fiequent aQings you do evacuate the belt 
{ſpirits which God and Nature hath not only 


appointed tor generation, but for the luppor:|. 


tation of the body of man, which otherwiſe 
would de tail of Imoecillity, but being to pro- 
fuicly-calt away there followerh much weak: 
netſeinthe body, raging paines in*the head, 
and ſometimes that exceeding tad atfl.Qion of 


| the running of the Rejnes, and lumetimes the 


effect 


4 
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[of humiliation, Fee/ 2.1 5,16, V Vhen the peo- 


| Lord on extraordinary occaiions there mult be 


lin-lome cales, as Exod. 3 3-4.5,6.So upon ſome 


| wives, Ex0.19.15. - Thas much for the firlt 
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it is true, both ſexes are not joint ſufferers alike, 
but they are joint ſinners, and ſhould jointly be 
humbled and reformed. Thus much for the 
firſt head z but ſecondly, the Marriage-bed may 
be polluted by uſiag it in unſeaſonable times; 
for there re two times that God doth prohi- 
bite theſe conjunRions in; Firſt, in cale the 
Lord call us to the duty of Falting and Prayer, 
then there muſt be a ceſſation and intermiſſion 
this way, 3 Cor.7 5. Defraud not one another 
except with conſent for a time, that you may 
grve your ſelves ro Faſting and prayer. The Lord 
alio by the Prophet Joe/ requires the Bride- 
groome te go forth of his Chamber in the day 


pleof God make their approaches before the 


very ſerious preparations to ſuch duties z And 
as jewels and rich apparrell mult be laid aſide 


other approachesthey mult not come at their 


effeR of theſe diſtempers brings death. Now 


anicaſonable time, whereby the Marriage-bed 
is polluted. Bur ſecondly, In a (peciall manner 
this (in may te committed in thole ordinary 
{ealons of extraordinary flux, or over- flowings 
ot nature in the! Feminine gender, for then the 
Lord hath forbidden all ncere approaches in 


ſuch a way as we ſpeake to, and that under a 
ſpeciall penalty - even the being cut off from 
their people, which was either by death, or 


caltings out tron Church-fociety, (to the later | 
es I; 


— 
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I encline,) Lev. 18. 19. Chap. 20, 18. arjd in du 
| Ezck,22,10, the Lord complaines that in Fe- un 
1#ſalem there were a very flagitious people this ar 
way. Now then, by thele pollutions of the} Þ| |du 
Marrtage-bed, firſt, by Inordinatenefſe ; Se- h 


condly, Unſeaſonableneſſe, the opinion of an|. || [br 
Orthodoxe Divine will be confirmed, which th 
is, that as a man may be a drunkard with his W 
own drinke, and a glutten with his own meat, 
ſo a man may be a filthy and uncleane perſon di 
with his own wife. And for the fin of theſe] || |it 


laſt perſons defiliog the Marriage-bed by, their 
unnaturall and urycleane ConjunRtions, God 
doth punilh it {according to the obſervation of 
the Philoſopher ) with an unkealthfull and le- 
| prous Off-{pring. And for ought chou knowelt 
L+ with ſpirituall judgements on thy ſoule, even 
| hardneile of heart, and finall Impenitency. 
Therefore in the name and feare of the great 
| God it concernes you both to keep at a far di- 
| ſtance from theſe pollutions in the Marriage- 
condition. This may ſuthice for tele three laſt 
{ and joint duties concerning both man & wite 3 
Firlt, toavoid the giving any caule for jealou- 
lie to enter into the heart; Secondly,the yield- 
ing to each other due benevolence; And laſt- 
ly, a religious care to ſhun all pollution inthe 
Marriage-bed, either by Inordinatcnefle,or un- 
ſeaſonableneſle in the uſe thereof. 
| We are now by the Lords good leave and 
BY divine alliſtarce to proceed to the laft thing 
| (propounded in the beginning, ) which we arc 
| to conſider of before Marriage, namely, the 


daties 
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duties that both Husband and Wife do owe | 
unto their Family in relation to both Children 
and Servants. Which becauſe moſt of theſe| 
duties concerne both Hasband and V Vife, we 
ſhall endeavour to handle them together for 
brevities ſake, yet make ſome diſtin&ion, that 
they may both take notice of their duties, 
where diſtinRion is to be made. | 
The firſt duty that both Husband and V Vife | rh: £Þ du- 
do owe unto their Family, 1s to Catechile and | 7 Gove - 
in{trut their Children and Servants ia the po keg " 
knowledge of God, and feare of his Name, | *©"'7: 
This dnty doth chiefly belong to the Husband, 
yet in his abſence it doth properly conicerne 
his wife likewiſe. Now the Great God doth 
not only enjoyne this duty upon the Children 
of Iſrael, bat doth much inculcate the ſame, | 
Deut.4 6. Take heed to thy ſelfe dil:gently leſt 
thou forget the things which thine eyes have 
ſeene, and /eſt they depart from thy heart all the 
daies of thy life, bat rho (halt teach them thy 
Sons, and thy Sons Sons. Then againe, Dexr.6. 
6,7. Theſe words which 1 command thee thu 
day ſhall be in thy heart, and thou ſhalt teach 
| | chem diligently unto thy Children,&c. Yet tur- 
ther, Dewt. 11.19. Te (hall lay wp theſe my 
words in your hearts, and in your ſoules, and bind 
them for a ſigne upon your hands, that they may 
be as frontlets between yenr ezes,and ye ſhail teach 
them your Children,&c. The Apoltle requires 
the ſame duty of Parents, Eph.6.4. Te Parents 
provoke not your Children to wrath, but bring 
them up in inſtruftion and mformation 5f the 
| Lord. 
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Lord. Solemon exhorts, us to the tame duty, 
Prov.22.6. Trame up a Child m the way he 
ſh:uld go, ani when he us old he will not gep:rt 
fromit. Now in Scripture yon ſhall find this 
duty of teaching and inftuRing Children and 
Servants was trequently performed: by the 
godly : firlt tee ir in the praQtice of Abraham, 
Ger.18.19. Further view it in the reſelution ! 
of Jojbnah, Joſh. 24 15 Allo in the care of, 
Davig,>oth in 1 Chrone28. 9, and 10 Pſal 344! 
11. Aud can we-conceive that Cor-el ws did ; 
negled this duty ? who feared God with all. 
his heuſhold, 4#s 19.2. Or chat any.of hole 
boly men did omit this duty , whoſe houſes 
were Churches? Rom. 16.5. Cel.4. 15, Phil. 2. 
It w2 ſhould fo think we give giound enough | 


tor 0:ncers to Conciude we are very unchatira- | 


ble. Belides, if the judgement of Ancient and. 
Moderne Divines, in relation to this truth, be | 


of toice with yon to confirme you herein, you, 
muſt then be iatisfied, th;ar it 1s che duty of Pa- | 
rents and Governouts of | amilics to take: 
much paines to reach and inſtru their Chil- 
dren and Servants to feare and terve the Lord; 
Qt elic what meancall their Orthodoxe forms! 
of Catechi! meto yicld he'p to conlciencious | 
Chiiltians in the dilcharge of this duty, ( of 
which there be many extant — bleſſed be the! 
Lord, & bave been 1n ages paſt, )Doubcleis3 ou 
mult be convinced that it 15 your duty, only f 
y-u kuow theſe things bleſſed are you if yuu ao 
oth Joh. (3.17. 

The ic cond duty thai both man and wife do 
owe 


——_— 


[IN 


4 (onjugall C ounſel.. 


_2 


owe unto their Children and Servants, is to 
-pray withthem, and for them, Ye have ſeen 
but now that Parents muſt take paines tateach 
2nd inſtiut their Children and Servants in the 
knowledge of God ; But what ſuccefſe can 
[there be cxpeQed as the bleſſed fruit of ſuch a 
duty without prayer with,and for them ? Pax/ 
way plant, and Apollos may water, but God gi- 
verh the encreaſe, 1 Cor. ;.6. But this encreate 
[muſt be humbly ſoutht of God by Prayer. 
There is a ſpirit of Indotionableneſle in all by 
nature, but it doth abound many times in ſome 
Children and Servants. / wil infiruit and 
teach thee (laith Navid ) inthe way thou ſbalt 
jo: 1 will guid ihee wth mine eze, Pſal. 32.8. 
Then inſtantly adds in the very next verſe, Be 
e not as the horſe or Mule which have no un- 
lerſtanding,8&c. There is a great deale of ig- 
norance and blockiſh ſtupidity in all forts of 
perſons, ( and therefore in Children and Ser- 
nnts,) which none but Gad can take away ; 
t was God that opened the heart of Lydia, 
that ſhe attended to the things that were ſpo- 
ken of Pal, Acts 16.14. Therefore there is 
Teat need to pray unto God to take away all 
bſtacles that may obftruk the editication of 
hy Family infaving knowledge, and Grace, 
it elſe thou maicſ{t have ſmall hopes of doing 
hem any good by all thy other paines 1n the 
iſcharging thy duties. Mind the imprecation 
of Jeremy, Poure ont thy wrath (laith he) woon 
te Heathen, and upon tee Families that call 


o on thy Name, Jer.10.23. Holy Job WAS | 
| : very 
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The third 
duty of Go 
wvernonrs of 
Families. 


—————_ 


very conſcientious in this duty of prayer for| ſſþett 


'offered Prayer, and of that there can be noſfj 


| vants, ( becauſe all men will confeſle it;) but 


his, Job 1.1 5. Heoffereth burnt Offerings to| fund 
God in relation to his Sons and Daughters ; 
with which duty the Learned do conclude he |fiti 


donbt, becauſe when he offered burnt Offe- | 


| rings for his three Friends, he alſo prayed for |ſſwaic 


them, Job 42.7,8,10. David he praies for So. |þy pt 
lomon, 1 Chron.29.19. Agd can any with rex ſpe 
ſon conclyde that he did not pray for bis other|{ac! 
Children upon all Occaſions? A very grofleſ 
abſurdity it were ſo to doz Certainly. we may ; 
deſiſt from farther proſecution of this point as 
eo Information, that it is the duty of Parents 
to pray with, and for their Childrenand Ser-F 


for their negle& of it we ſhall by the help offÞu 
God (in due place) labour to meet with thempy 
by juſt reproofe. But for fach as are godlyÞp 
Children and Servants, who take notice of theſſy 
extreame remiſſeneſſe of their Parents and 
Matters in performing this, demonſtrating evi 
dently chat they ace Chriltians by praying fol 
them; I exhort that they would themlelvege 
goto Godin ſecret, to beg of him to open thgurs a 
eyes of ſuch Governours to ice with godly for 
row this their abominadle ſin, and to give 
them graceto reformeit, leſt ſuch Governouſ 
of Families ſinke into the dottomlefle pit qt 
hell for jtto all Eternity. | 

In the third place it is the duty of Parenf 
and Governoutrs of Families to jabour to W 


| 


befokk 


6 
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fore their Children and Servants in all holy 


ſpe& herein. We have taken ſome notice that 
\Iitis the duty of ſuch Governours to teach thoſe 
|that are ander their government the know- 
 \edge of God, and to informe them 1n the 
{mates of his feare. Now if this be dene only 
. |&y precept, and not by example, there is ſmall 
- |ſRope of doing them any good, for a man may 
teach bis Child or Servant the way to heaven 


ey Precept, and the way to hell by bad exam: | 


ye ; the leaders of this people cauſe them to 
1$Þrre, and they that are led of them are de- 
ts ſroyed, ſaith the Prophet, 7/a.9.16. It istono 
r-F$nd to teach the firſt way it ye negled the ſe. 
utond; (or at leaſt to little purpoſe.) The Scribes 
offtad Phariſces(taith Chrilt) fe in Moſes chaire, 
batſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
nd do : but after their doings do-not, for they 
and do not, Afat.23-2,3. Soit Parents, &c. 
like them in-teaching, and in praQice too, 
Frell they may lead them to fin by their exam - 
forples, but if they lead them to good jt will be 
lveſry rare ; for the evill examples of Soperi- 
\ thJurs are of great torce to lead the Inferieurs 
forgto vile waies, and this daily experience will 
pivgare witneſſe to. If Parents and Maſters be 
ourgiven over to ſwearing, Blaſpheming, lying, 
it Qunkenneſs, uncleannefle, hating of . God, his 

ales, and people, or to any other fin, of ſuch 
renFires many times are their Children and Ser- 
wikants ; for of this take ſpeciall notice that evill 


etoftramples areof a far more drawing naturetor | 


Imita- 


ind religions wates, and to be very circum- | 
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| Imitation, than good are hopefull for Refor- 
tim 


mation ; Yeu that are Governours if you tread 
in filth but over ſhooes,may occaſion thole that |{'!CL 
are under you to wade over their boot tops. dy 
They that pervert ſoules in any kind may make {1s 
them that are under their charge ſeven fold wil 
more the children of hell than themſelves {VE 
Good men are eaſily miſled by bad example, [9 © 
Peter gives a bad example,Gal.2.11,12, then inf{410! 
ver.13.the Jewes and Barnabas are corruptedWils 
by it : Now if ſuch mco may be ſo abuſed byBP<ris 
bad examples, there is mach more cauſe « chil; 
teareof thoſe who deſerve no good repute, [797 

Now ia the fourth and laſt placezit is the duſWÞ: 
ty of Parcnts and Maſters to their Children teſtr 
and Servants, to labour to reſtraine them from{Pus 
walking in ſcandalous and evill waies, and this of ſu 
to do betimes; for fince the fall of Adav ther? 
is in all his poſterity ſuch a curſed depravitgh*9"! 
that there remaines no principles of good infſiem 
them to further the ſoule in gracious waies Jf<m 
the miad is ſtuft with ignorance, the willigg-Þu' 
perverie,and all the AﬀcRions are out of orderſ®ult 
Now the will is the chicte Agitator of all evillþD9m 
and oppoler of good ; the will ſhould be gui9 the 
ded by a reRified underſtanding, but it revelgſbeir 
againſt it , or elſe how comes it to paſlg'5- 14 
that a man 1s violently carried to fin again{Þ®mpro 
conſcience, and againſt an inlightened judgeſſreth 
ment, 2$ it is often ſeen? yet this is a truthÞ\118 \ 
that ſo far forth as the will is regenerate it deVith « 
fires to walke clolely with God, and not tÞ#f«r. 
| deviate from his Commandements; and t 
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| Is the Will our Saviour ſpeakes of, that was in 
| bis Diſciples when they were with him in the 


ticularly to Pcter, )The ſpirit & willing,(or rea- 
Wdy ) 5x che fleſh is weaks, Mat. 26.41. And cf 
this Will the Apoſtle ſpeakes of, Rom.7.18. To 
wid i preſent with me ; but this isnot the will 
Ewe ſpeake of, there muſt be no reſtrictions laid 
on this, but we mult rather labour after main- 
aining the liberty of it, but it is the perverſe 
wilsof Children and Servants that their Su- 
xcriours maſt labour to check and bridle, 
child ſet ar liberty maketh his mother aſhamed, 
Prove2g.15; But it may be here demanded, 
What meanes mult be aſed by Superiours to 
.nfjicſtraine Infericurs from- walking in ſcands- 
bus waies ? And for curving the perverle wils 
«of ſuch as God hath ſet under them to be go- 
Jicracd by.them? I an(wer, Firſt, loving Ad- 
monitiuns, and ſweet endeavours to convince 
them of their evil! waies, ( only this I moſt 
premiſe, that what courſe 1s to be taken with 
Church Members upon their uneven walking 
mult in ſome particulars of them be eaken with 
Domeltique Members.) The Apoſtle ſpeakes 
040 the believing Romans of his confidence of 
efdibeir abilities to admonith one another, Rom. 
aff$15- 14. And can we conceive that they did not 
inffimprove thoſe abilities upon occaſions when 


t 
F 
0) 
li 
Jer 
11 


oefBrethren did offend ? Sure we cannot. Now | 


attflibis way of admonition God himlſclte takes 
dejvith Cam, Gern.47, And Jeius Chriſt in 
i th#ſ{ar.18.15, preiciives this rule 2 very full is 
C | + on 


(——— 


time of his Agony,(though he ſpake more par- | 
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| Thirdly, That they do provoke Gol tb execute 


| with words, Prov.29.19. And yet certainly 
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the Apoltle in 1 Theſ.5.14. Now we exhort| Jl|90! 
yox Brethren, warxe them that are unruly : be| [Pu 
patient towards allimen; SYoins Tim.23.25. In Wi 
meekneſſe inſirutting thoſe that oppaſe them-||I|'"8 
ſelves, if God peraavemtnre will prove them re- oft, 
pertance to the ackwowledgement of the truth, dor 
and that they may recover themſelves out of the bis 


ſtare of the Devil, Now when thou dolt 
thas admoniſh the offender, or offenders, un- 
der thy charge, tell him, or them, that by ſuch 
courſes they fin againſt God, (where lay down 
Scripture proofe that they may be convinced, ) 
Secondly, that they (in againlt their own ſouls, 


upon them all judgements ſpirituall, remporal, 
and erernall, and. 1n theſe two laſt particulars 
labour to amaze them with terrour and dread, 
But if this gentle meanes will not prevaile 
with them, thou mult (harpely reprove them, | 
that they may be ſound .nthe fanth, Tit.1.15.| 
And this (barpnetie may be included in that| 
phraſe in Jud.23. pulling them out of the fire. 
So Lev.19-17. {how ſhalt not hate thy brother 
inthy heart, but thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy| 
Neighbour and not ſuffer fin upon hem. But if | 
this meanes allo produce noamendment, then | 
in the laſt place thou mutt make uſe of the or- 
dinance of Corre&tior; For foolshneſſe # bound 
#p inthe heart of a Child, but the rod of correttiv 
on will drive it away, Prov.22,15. And It may 
ſo be too, that a ſervant will not be corrected 


God would have them reformed too 3 But take 


not;ce 


Conjugall Couell. 127 || 


notice of this allo, that the procraſtination, or 
putting off of Corre&ion of your Children, 
will but fit them to be incorrigible ; the bow- 
ing trees whilſt they are young is a ſimilitude 
often on this occaſion made ule of, but too ſel- 
dome praQtited, Prov. 13.24. He that ſpareth 
his Rod hateth his Son ; bat he that loveth hins 
correfteth him beteme:. Prov. 23, 23, 34 
With- hold not Correttion from the Child ; for 
if chow beat hens with the Rod, he (hall not dye; | 
Ithow (halt bear him with the Rod, and ſhalt de- 
{ver bis ſoul from bell, But in making uſe of 
[this Ordinance of CorreRtion, whether of | 
|Childrenor Servants, obſerve with care theſe 
[three things : Firlt, a fittime ; Secondly, that 
-||[your cnds be good ; and laſtly, that it be in a 
[Wright manner. Firſt, for a fit time : which 
. (time is, when che heatof Paſſion is over ; for 
f we mult be juſt jn the meaſure cf Correction, 
Ewhich we cannot be if Paſſion have com- 
eflmand. Pajtion may provoke us to play the 
, Tyrants, and to make the party correted de» | 
rMſpiſed 1n our eyes, Dear. 25. 3. And that will | 

7 diſhearten and deje& them, In the ſccond 
£ place, propoſe « right end in correing any 
q ſender your charge; you mult not give corre&i- 
.. Joo to manifelt your Authority, or to be Re- 
4 vengedon them tor crofling you, but ſincerely 
to kill ſinae in them, to ſubdue their exorbi- 
tant luſt,to make them more kit to glorifie God,, 
and perform ſervice unto men : theſe and | | 
{ych like ought to be purely your aimes. And | 
aſtly, you mult adminiſter this Ordinance ia a | 
right 


———— 
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+, 4 right manner; that is, with lifting up your 


| 


| 


hearts to God, defiring him with the corrci- 
on to vouchſafe to them Inſtruction, to !ancti- 
fie it to them, ſo that it may prove effeRuall 
for their Reformation, to make them obedient 
to God in word and deed,*and faithfull in the 
diſcharge of ali the duties they owe unto you. 
Now when your catri3ge is truely thus in your 
correcting Children or Servants, you may 
{by the bleſſing of God) expe& ſome gracious 
effes of it, except the Lord have a contro- 
verfie with, and againſt them, to harden their 
hearts, by this ( and other means) to their 
own perdition. L” 

Thus we have done with the foure general 
Duties which both Husband and wite owe un- 
to both Children and Servants : as firtt to in- | 
Kru&them in the wayes of God, Secondly, ſſo it.i 
co pray with them, and for them. Thirdly, |! 
eo Walk before them in good examples, Fourth- part | 


1y, and laftly, to ſeekto reclaim them from your. 


bad wayes» Now becauſe the negle& of |ſoult 
theſe Daties is a prime caul of infinite diſho- ſv? 
nour to God, the mears of many ſouls peri- |; Lt 
ſhingto alletervity, and the breeding of mul- ſFperfo 
ticades of rotten and vile members in Church ſted,, 
and State, we ſhall endeavour with the Lords yants. 


Aſſiſtance, to proceed to ſome reatons, infor- ſions, 
ciog the pertormance of theſe Duties by all F86o« 
godly Governours, and then come to make ileach 
{ome Applcation thereof. ray1l 
The firſt Keaton is taken from the Com-|ſtefore 


mand of God, who requires the _—_— 
| 0 


a. m—— 


to. re 


” if 
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ſeen by variety of Scripture Texts,. that theſe 
dities are not Arbitrary or of an Ingifferent na- 
ture, that thou mailt doe them, or leaye them 
indone at thy own diſeretion. Now as the 
Promilcs of God are tg Fe the. groubd of thy 
Faich;z fothe Commands of Ts to. be 
the ground of thy obedience. That God re- 


paiſt gather an Argumeart, that thou.art bound 
to ſet. thy ſelfe withall thy might to the per- 
vrmance of them 7_ A, good wnderſtanding 


Palme 111. lt. If 3c know theſe things, bleſ- 
bd are ye. if ye-doo them, John 13..i7, The 
life of a Chriſtian | lyeth . chjeſcly in doing | 
hat fingular thing doe yee ? Matth. 5. 47+ for 
ſit it is rendred inch: 61d Tranſlation, What 
|{s-the, Theory of Religign, if the ,praRtick 
|part be wantivg ? Now. as you wovld approve 
| your. ſelves to be the: Children of God, . you 
|{wuſt obey him in of}, things ; for,, | His ſcr- 
Wears you are whom 108 obey, Rom. 6.16. 

if. The ſecond Reafſoninforcing from.you the 
Fperformance; of theſe duties, before mentio- 
|ded; for the good of your children ,and, ſer- 


| 
teaching them, the knowledge 
x aying for them, an 


good, of, their ſouls..z for by thy 
of, 


if all theſe duties at thy hands 3, fer;thou: haſt - 


quiresttieſe Dutics of thee, from henee chou | 


have all they that dee bu Commandements, | 


nes, taken from thole bowels of compaſ-| 
ions that ſhould be' in. you, relating, to/ the] - 

neglect, of 
withthem, and walking | 
defore them in good examples, and Tabouring | 


——_ 


Rea. 2» 


to. reclaim them from finpe, they way perilh | 
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in hellfor evermore - He (faith James) that 


converteth a finner from the errour of þis way 
ſhall ſave a ſoule from death, ard hide a wwlti- 
ende of fins; (and what knoweft thou but by 
thy conſcionadle. ule of theſe. meanes: thou 
majeſt inſtrumentally doit. ) In Exed. 23. 4. 


Enemies Oxe, or his Afle going aſtray, that 


 |thon ſhalt ſarcly bring him back againe. How 


much more'then oughtcſt thou to be carefull 
when thou feeft thy Childten and Servants go 
aſtray fro God in the wales that lead to hell, 
to be carcfull to bring them back againe, and 
ſo to ſecure their poore ſoules from periſhing. 
Now 10the way to bell thy Children and Ser- 
wants alwaies walke when they are in a ſtate 
of igriotance, and in the praQtice of -any fin, 


1.7; 7 people (faith God) are deſtroyed for {ath o 
knowledge, Hof. 4. 6. And. as for thy poore| 
have been the Con-| |. 


Children thy own Loyots | 
duit-pipe toconvey intotheir hearts and ſoules 


on of natore which is" in them, and all that 


| propenficy'to fin which js in their wils. Truly, 


tis not only againfta'gracious principle, but 
againſt an 'Hamane and Morall one too, that 
thou ſhouldſt thruſt thy poore Child mto a 
dangerous quagmire, arid then deny him thy 
hand to help pluck him back againe; and ctiar 
thou ſhouldſt give him niany «deadly aid 
mortall wound, and refuſe.to apply a plaiſter 


| for biscure ; ( theſe fimilitades are infinitely 


too ſhort. to ſet forth this caſe fully.) Now 
| | ..-.. when 


the Lord commands, that if thou meet thy] 


(from Adam the fountaine) all that cortupti-|. 
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| when” thon doſt 'neglet theſe meanes before- . 

| ſzid chou doſt ſhew thy ſelfe to be a cruell and | 
| bloudy Man, a moſt ſavage beaſt, there is no 
ftearmes in the-world that' canfully ſerforrh 
[the intolerable vileneſſe of thy condition ; be 
thou amazed and tremble like Belſbazzar in | 
another caſe, Dar.5. 6. and ſet'thy (clte to | 
{reforme. | 7 | 
i] Thethird reaſon to quicken thee'to the per- | Reaf: 3. 
-[formance of the duties betoretaid, is taken | 
| from the account thou art to give to God at 
{the-great day for thoſe foules that he bath | 
[committed ro thy charge, if they by thy neg- 
[J& periſh, thou muſt be reſpynhible for them 
the generall Audit before Gody Angels, and 
|Men.' At which time the Lord will not remit | 
[thee one graine of the non performance of | 
any one of theſe (or any other) duties, which | 
{thou ſhouldlt have performed co -have longht 
| | his own glory, © and the ſalvation of thy Chil- : 
[dren and Servants by : Fort in Gods calling | - | 
| | thce to be the Govetnour of a Family be hath 
{made thee a watchman over their ſontes. And: | 
[ confider thou that place for 'the purpoſe' in 
{hand, in Ezck.33.3. ElithePricit was by rea- } 
{fon-of his indulgence to his Children a'very | 
[defeRive man this way, (yet many thoufand \ 
| Millipos of menare more.) He tought to res- 
Techime his Sons from their wickednefe only 
[by adoniſhing them of it, and of the judg- 
ments of "God forthe ſame, ( which is more | 
j perhaps than thou didit ever do,') bat there 

utifealonably:catte toaperiod; God puniſhet 
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[and degenerate Sons ; then on his own per- 


this ſin of his Firſt, pon thoſe his wicked 


ſon ; and laſtly, on bis whole houſe z His Sons 
wereſlaine both in one day, bimſelfe brake his 
neck, and his houſe loſt the Prieſts Office, 
1 Sam-2.22,23,24,341350 36. Chap. 4.11,18. 
Read the Story and lay it. ſadly to thy heart, 
But the-Learned do conceive, that the perſo- 
ns]l puniſhmeot of E/i was but temporall, be- 
cauſe he was gracious, though in the caſe be- 
fore-mentioved a grievous offender ; I ſay, 
read and andconfider, and as thou likeſt the 
puniſhment ſo praRtice thelin,; it is true, God 
is patient, but this bis patience ( if further 
abuſedby thee) will not prove thy priviledge, 
but tby infinite diſadvantage + For thou (halt 


ſerved for hell than preſerved from the evill of 
puniſhment ; the patience of God will be but 


miſſion of thy ſin. 

The fourth and laſt Reaſon to induce thec 
to the practice of theſe duties to thy Family, 
may be taken from that reſpe& thou maieſt 
(ia dae place) have to therecompence of re* 
ward , forif thou be an inſtrament of the ghory! 
of God in the converſion of ſoules, thou maielt 
(through free grace) expe an intereſt in that 
promiſe of God, That they that are wiſe (hal 


ſhine as the firmament, but they that convert 
many to righteouſneſſe ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for| 
ever and ever, Dan.12.3. And what knowelt| 
thou but thou maicſt have the. preſence and 


aſſiſtance | 


{ when it is too late ) find thou art rather re-| 


his omiſſion of puniſhment, and not the re-| 
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aſſiſtance of the ſpirit of God with thee in 
thy diſcharge of theſe dutics (if thoy be con- | 
| ſcjencious therein} both for the information of | 
thy Children and Servants,and thercformatj-. 
onof their lives. | 
Thus much for the Reaſons(or Motives) to | 
atuate and provoke your ſpirits to the dil. 
| cbarge of theſe duties you owe to your Chil- 
dren and Servants ; Firlt,taken from the com- 
mand of Ged. Secondly, From thoſe bowels 
[of Compaſlions to their ſoules that ought to be | 
in you. Thirdly, From that account.you muſt 
paſſe to God for their ſoules if they perifh by | 
your default. And laſtly, from that reſpeR you | 
may have to the recompence of reward ; We 
ſhall come to a few words of Application, 
before we-proceed to the enſuing matter, 
This in the firſt place may ſerve for Infor-| 2/, , 
mation, tolet you ſee the originall cauſe, and ; 
the curſed and impoy ſoned root from whence 
doth ſpring all the abominations of theſe 
times, the profanation of Gods Sabbaths, 
drunkennefle, pride, gngleanneſle, hating of 
the power of Godlineſfe, and all other ſins, 
.|Even from hence, that Parents and Maſters. 
negle& their duties totheir Children and Ser- 
vants in Catechizing and inſtructing them in 
|the waies of God, as alſo that they pray not 
with them, nor for them, -nor walke before 
them, giving them good examples, (but rather 
the contrary ;) and laltly, in that they ule no 
meanes to reclaidme them from vicious waies, 
but leave thei to themſelves, laying the raines 
EY OR a K 3 | of 
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of corrupt liberty on. their necks, whereby 
they run a full carcere into all waies of fin, and 
ſo to hell at laſt. The Lord hath cane to com- 
plaine of the multitude and hajnouſnelle of 
the ſins of theſe times as once he did of the fins 
of Itracl, 4mor 2.13. Bebold (faith God) 7 
ampreſſed under you as 4 Cart ts preſſed that us 
full of ſheaves ; and truly, it is only bis mercy 
chat the Land doth not ipue-us ont, Lev.18 23, 


| And that which aggravates our fins, is, that 
- | after the faithfull Miniſters of God in the later, 


and this preſent Age have cried out againſt 
the horrid fins of theTitmes and nave ſpegt the 
ſtrength of their Reines, and waſted their beſt 
ſpirits, that they may fit down and mourne 
over as, and ſay, they have {pent their labour 
in vaine, and their ſtrength to no purpoſe, 1/a. 
49.4. For cuſfome in fin doth bring a neceflity 


no meanes without a miracle of mercy caq 
reforme the evill manners of moſt, for the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell cannot preach dowga 


the tword of juſtice. But Beloved, how eaſi- 
ly (by the bleſſing ef God) might many,jf not 
all, the Exorbitances of theſe times have been 
prevented by the Chriſtian ard prudent care of 
Domeſtique Govergours; they might have 
broke the Egge betimes, and lo have prevented 
ic from bringing torch a_ Serpent ; they might 
have taken and daſhb'd Bebloxs little ones a- 
Lainſt the ſtones, Pſal. 137,675, Every Faguly 


1S a little Naclery to the great Orchards of 
|. mT” Church |. 


Ee eo 
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to ſin, and that in ſuch an habituall way that | - 


lin, nor the Civill Magiſtrate cuc it down'with |: 


i 
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Church and Common-wealth, Now Family 
Diſcipline is.the pruning, ingrafting, Enocu- 


[lating , and digging about the root of the ten- 


der Imps to qualifie and fit them-for tranſplan. 
tation into-cither or both the foreſaid Or- 
chards. But if tho mcancs before-mentioned 
be nat aled, ialtead of removing Cuitfull trees 
you (hall replant Crads, bryers and thornes, 
and ſuch Vines as ſhall bring forth no Grapes, 
but ſuch as Moſes mentions in his Sang, Deas. 
33-32. Their Vine is of the Vine of Sedow, 
and of the ficlds of Gomorreb : their grapes 
are grapes of gall, their cluſters are bitter. 
They. (hall bring forth ſuch grapes as the Lord 
complaines of, 1/a.5.2. Now as Parents and 
Maſters may be charged to be the origioall 
cauſe of all the fins beforeſaid, ( and of the 
fins of the like kind ) ſo may all the Ecronrs 
fundamentall, and circumſtantiall, now main- 
tained with a Whores forehead, be brought 


land laid dowa at their doores likewiſe ; for 


had they taken more paines \with their Chil- 
dren and Servants to ſraſon their hearts, and 
informe theic judgements dy a Catechiſticall 
way 40 the (olid and profound truths of God, 
both concerning faith, and life, ( things tobe 
believed, & duties to be practiſed, )there might 
( by the. bleſſing of God oa their fincere en- 


thele daies of {adaelle and forrow than de- 
clining pure truth, . vilifying Gods Ordinan- 
ces and faithfall Miniſters ; raging againſt, and 
worrying of the tender Lambs of Chriſt. In 


K 4 which. 
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deavours ) have been better fruit expe&ed in | 
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that ſome heathens of old tooke, that is, 
cloathed the Saiats in the skins of' Beares, and 
other wild beaſts, that ſo: their dogs might fa- 
Kea theit impoyloned fangs in their texder 
hearts ; ſothele calumniate {ach ( who by the 
grace of God, walke clofcr to the Rule thah 


(but notoriouſly falſe) aſperſions; they are 
(fay they ) enemies to the Stare, diſturbers of 
the peace of a Nation, and many other hel-| 
lith accuſations they have againſt them which 
TI torbeare to name, (net doubting but in Gods 
time the guilt of their abominations will ſettle 
in their owne boſoms, and lo clap to their 
hearts, and (o ſting their foules, that by the 
goodneſle of God they ſhall be awakened ts | 
fee their evill, and repent of it before-it be too 
late.) By rea!on whercof all thcir beagles and 
bloud- hounds take the ſent, (not by the feet of 
the non-guilty ) from the curled vomit of the 
accuſer of the Brethren, amtrun with ſo much 
helliſh fury at them, that d1d' not God graci- 
oully,and the precious'Laws of the times pre- 
ſerve them, they mult jnevitably periſh; . but 
blefled be God there'is yet hopes 1n 1racl 
concerning thisthing,'Ezr4 10.2, For in or- 
der to the reforming of the deſtructive errors 
of thele trmes, the higher powers do declare 
their ſenſe of. the fame, and do proteſt againlt 


thornes againftrhom. Now as wicked Parents 


and Malters bave by their-neglect of their du- 
py <4 ties 


which they take the ſame diabolicall- courſe te 


themſelves) with many opprobrions and vile! 


them, aad we hope they will make a bedge of| Ji 
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ties occafioned all the evils of fin before: men- 
tioned; and poirited at; io they have been the 
| occiſion'(by good conſequence of all the evill 
of puniſhments that «this day the' righteous 
God hath infli&ed on the Nation, for fin is the 
Antecedent of puniſhment, for. the plagues 
and vengeance of God' do follow fin as the 
Ithread doth the needle, And here we mightran 
in Ir finit=m 1n making this clear from Scrip- 
ture demonltrations, ſome we ſhall prodiice, 
and but a few to what we might ; Read Dexe, 
238. the whole Chapter, conſider Lam:3 139. 
{ſo 2 Chros 36.14,15,16. and Hoſ 4. 1,2,3,5. A 
haſtly, Mar. 23. 37, 38.' Thus tor the | firlk 
Vie. | 6 
' In the ſecond place it may ſerve for juſt re-| Uſe 2. 
 Uproofe, and to ſpeake terrour and horronr to 
| the conſciences of all Parents and Naſters 
who are guilty of the curſed negle&of the | 
duties (defore-mentioned,) which they owe 
anto their Children and Servants in reference 
to the good of their ſoules. You have ſeene 
that by this meanes you are aceeſſary to the 
overflowing enormities of every kind, and 
horrid crimes of the times, and are the meri- 
torious cauſe of the jnundation of the niiſeries 
that is now by the hand of the all- juſt God 
fallen upon us 1n theſe our daies, which with- 
out 'infinite mercy will bury every man and | 
mothers Child in their ewn juſtly-deſerved 
| Iruine ; and halt thou, whoſoever thou art, a 
| Ideart of ſtone, inſentible'of thy own cagditi- 
on ?* Art thou worle than a Stoick? Halt thou, | 
| like 
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| | ey condition is tobe lamented with teares of 


' | hound, thou hell-hound,doſt thou lye under ſo; 


puniſhment than men or Angels can conceive, þ, 


like. Jonah, ſet the ſeaof the world all in _—_—_ \ 
giog ? Andart thou falt aflecp? Ab poore ſoule,| & ( 


| bload, both in regard of thy guilt, and alſo of | Þ;;,, 
thy puniſhment ; thou art guilty firſt of the 
fins of thy Family, ( and by their bad exam. |Þ,... 
| ples ) of the fins of whole Townes, Cities, |&., 

Counties, and of the whole Nation ; thou art ||, 
guilty of the precious bloud of their ſoules ; 6.3; 
thou haſt ſent ſoules to hell by Millions and Le-[ifpun 
gions; thong haſt cramm'd and ramm'd ſoules | 
into hell. Oh thoy- unmercilefſe Canniball, |; 
what haſt thou done? Haſt thou married a\fir« 
wife to fend her to Hell ? Haſt thou begot iſ 

Children 'to make them fewell for Hell? Hat... 
thau hired Servants to thruſt them head and I; 

ſhoulder(as we tay Jivto Hell? Ah thou blood» 


mach guilt, and yet haſt an Adamantine ſoule? 


' | Oh bowiatinitely miſerable art thou by realonſſksy - 


of fin ? But that is not all, (yet I muſt confels |; 
the evill of (in is worſe than the evill of pu-j 
niſhment, ) thou art lyable to undergo more 


{much lefſe acquaint thee with. ) He that (hallj,y.; 
cut the throat, ( or otherwiſe marther  butÞ 
one man, the Laws of men will both ſeatenceþ 
him to, and execute death on him ; how then 
(halt thou eſcape at the Bar of Gods Tribunallþ, 
for thy cutting thethroats of ſuch muititudes, 
of multitades of poore precious ſoales ? ( one, 
whereof is worth more than worlds of trex-|, 


| 


ſure?) Dolt thoutþiake t batthe Judge of 


th | 
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y (cife ſuch x thought, for God will araigne 
ee, ſenterce, doome, and damne thee to Hell 


hence thou muſt go pinion'd, mancled, and 


ent, and at chy firſt entrance inte that pit of 
&cdicion thou ſhalt rouze up all the damned 
\Þboſts to niake way for thee; read that place, 
14-9. (it may make thy loines te tremble, 

\y knees to {mite one againſt another, and the 
[ire of thy bead to (tand on end,) and for tuch 
Mthy relations to whom God gave no repen-! 
ce. Oh bow will they talute thee, and up- 
id hee? and {ay here is my curſed Husband, 
'"Willthy Wife ſay. Ob here is my curſed Fa- 
Fer, ſaies thy poore Children; and fay the 
 Fervants here is my curſed Maſter. Ob ſay 
ey all, bad he jnſtracted us inthe waies of 
Tod, prayed with us, and for us, lived a holy 
"for an example to us, and uſed all meancs 
@reclaime us from onr evill waics, though be 
" hd beat us black andblew,and given us ſtripes 
. fithin the bowels of the belly, Prov. 20. 30. 
c 
0 


Jlook the old Tranſlation,) he might have tas |- 


ed us from hence, but now we are irrecove- 
ly loft for ever. After all which down thou 
kelt with mountaines of fins and curies into. 
ec bottomletle pit, when the hatches of hell 
all be (hut upon thee, and then thou ſbale be 
«mented with a vengeance, with forked Ins. 


: World will not do right? Foſter not in| Gen.28.25 


'the Bar of his terrible Tribunall ſeat, from | - 


ttered to hell, guar{ed with the infernall| 
ew of devils thy companigns in.fla and tor- | 


fuments with jronteeth, with Serpents, and | 


Scorpt- 
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Scorpions, and the biting and gnawing of the 
worme of conſcience,then thou ſhalt not have 


' one breath of aire to refreſh thee with ; and 


this; that the time 


verend Moderne Divine, that this word ever 


of reproofe and terrour, 


ſible they can. They will ſcoffe at the people 


one drop of water to coole. thy tongue, nor 


that "which will rayuc thy miſery will be F* 

xf thy corments in hell will F 
be Millions of Millions of yeares ; nay, it will B*: 
be beyond time, (even all time ) for ever, andF 
for evermore; and therefore well ſaid a Re. WF 


kils the heart. Thus much likewiſe for the uſe} 


In the third place this may be for a uſe of Þ 
Lamentation, to bewaile that ſpirit of Anti-F" 
pathy that is almoſt in all men of all Eſtates 
and conditions againſt the performance etFf 
Religious Family duties, for there is a ſpirit of" 
oppoſition riſing in the hearts of men, ( andF 
women roo) againſt not only the duties before 
mentioned, but allo againſt the perſons off 
thoſe who deſire conſcientiouſly to diſchargeF 
them,they will labourto caſt a dampon the ſp1-F* 
rits of ſuch pet ſons by ſpeaking evill of this way}f 
of God, and by belching out with their blackF: 
mouth all the helliſh filth and foame that pol-F 


of God, nickname them, raile at them, andF 
revile them, even for their care and paines tc 

ſavethe foules of ſuch whom the great GodF 
hath committed to their charge. But know,F 
that to ſpeake againſt the performance of any 
duty that God requires, 1s, to ſpeake aganitf 
{ God himſelfe whoTequires obedience thereF 


unto. 


—- 
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unto, and what is that but blaſphemy io a bigb | 
degree, for hereby thou Joſt derogate from 
the infinite wiſdome of God, and arr to 

by own $ but know thou that the fooliſhneſs 

of God is wiſer than men, - x Cor. 2425. . Yet 
miſtake not the Apollle, asif he did grant that 
$i God there were a deficiency in underſtan- 
{ding ; tor that cannot be, for it God were im- 
perfect if any one of bis Attribates it would 
{wake the duty it ſelfenull, and ſo God could 
.Jpot have an efſentiall being; but the Apoſtle. 
peakes after the manner of men, as if he did 
ant that ( wbich maſt not be gracted,) by 
_fvay of .fuppoſition ; yet faith he, that detici- 
«Icy ( or that foeliſhneſſe which fooliſh 'and 
Wicked men thinke to be.in God ) is wiler 
efiban all the Wit, parts, and underftanding that 
the wilclt men in the world have, What a de- 
enerate. Creature then art thou ( whoſoever 
thou art, ) that once dareſt enter the liſts of 
lifpute againſt thy Creator, as thou dolt that 

: Fenſureſt ſuch as obey God in any kind to be 
- ſoles, and ridiculous, and abſurd tellows, (for 
hat, if not worle, 13 thy language.) I am cer» 

tine that by this meanes thou commeſt with» 
the liſts of that woe, 1/4.5-20. Woe wwto 

122 who call evill good, and good evill,&Cc 

hou condemneſt Geds waies, and juſtifieſt 

dy own. waies. Let men walke in the wajes 
_ Þ get wealth, or pleaſure, or carnall profit, or |, 
yorldly honour, or run apaceinthe bighroad 
(FP bell : Theſe ungodly perſons before ſpoken 
will not diſhearten them, - but rather: en- 
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courige them by keeping company with them; wt 
but ket any men or women whoſe | hearts God fſthe 
hach"warmed with. zeale for his glory, and/ * 
] teritder tove to ſach poore ſoules as are under Ffati 
| them; let them but1lend them a little finger to Firl 
| guide 'them, or but a ſmall ſparke of light to fe 
| conda@ them by"in the way to heaven, thenJfre! 
they are in their Bedlam-fits, not knowing Wit! 
]how'to'contain themielves within the bounds pert 
of civility. . But theſe men have either never id 
learned, or ſoon forgotten that place of our Sa. cri) 
viour, The Kmygdons of heaven Juffereth vie $00, 
lence,and the violent take it by force, Mat, 1 1. de 
13, andother'places, Luk.13 24,Heb.1 2.14. fer 
Luk. 11.52. Such oppoſite ſpirited men andJjÞ Orc 
women as theſe' will by no meanes endurefſÞot fc 
' [that any Child or Friend of theirs ſhall comeJ#4% 
within the wals of a godly Family to live in;Þ'8 th 
for feare they ſhould become Paritans, (aſt t 
they call them; )Þut to conclude this Point, orffiign 
Uſe, let metellthem, that without abundanceÞ#/om 
of repentance for, and reformation of this finf®®" 
they ſhall have as large a ſhare ( if -not more ow 
of thate inconceivable mileries ' which ar 
imperfealy mentioned in the ufe of reproof 
and terrour, as the portion” of inch as do anſPore i 
way negle& the performance of thoſe datieÞil 
they -owe unto'Chikdren/and Servants, and fPUy, ( 
may be they ſhall-hizve 8 larger ſhare than (Py reci 
others, becauſe for oughtican be Known ſudQpee ar, 
{cefting Iſhmael: usthefe have been aſpecidpee. T 
caute of Hindring many from rhe'performaneG#tatur 
of ' their duties to their a hag" fe fin; 
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which otherwiſe would have ſet themſelves to 
the diſcharge of theſe'dutics. | ea 
The uſe inthe lalt place may be for exhor- | --y; ,, 
ation, to ſtir up Chrittiap Parents and Maſters, | 
irſt, to"labour to be Well acquainted with 
= duties which they owe unto their Chil- 


Firen and Servants : And then to ſet themſelves 

with much diligence, paines, and care to the 
performance of them. The duties have been 
laid down, and fully demonſtrated from divers 
P$criptures ;' there hath been ſome Jlluftrati- 
ens, and Amplifications of. them , -and. divers 
 Jandeniab]e reafons to urge the performance of 
them, Now what ſhall I jay ? This pains as | 
n order tothee is lo(t if thou fit Rill arid come | 
jot forth to the performance of them, * When | - | 
avid had made a large preparation for build- | 
pg the Honſe of God' in Jer#ſalemr, having 
dt together abundance of materials for that 
Magniticent Worke, what ſaith be to his Son 
elomon? Ariſe ( ſaith he ) therefore and be 
aiving, 41d the Lordbe with thee, 1 Chre.22-16. 
Wow (it without offence ) I might allude to 
vÞ.this, I may ſay, I have endeavoured as God 
Fatb graciouſly enabled me to prepare in ſome 
goore meaſtire ſome materials to help thee to 
;a0ild God a temple(or Charch)in his own Fa- 
i{Mily, Cunto which | defire thou majelt adde in 
& retired Meditations,) Now I alſo fay to 
acc ariſe, and be doing, and the Lord be with 
ace. Thon wilt ſay, thou art a poore weake 
neFcarure, thy knowledge is little, and thy parts 
office {mall ; let me advile thee to gritie good 
formes 
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' [Spiritz thou wert better of the two have the 


ow LOOT 
formes of Catechiſime, be ſtuious io, them,[\Þ;\1 


| be diligent to improve them for the gaod of all| Þ.c! 


under thee; by this meancs, ( if thon be con-[ ||: p 
{ciencious indeed, and feeke to approve thy [ ft 
ſelfe to God in thy diſcharge of theſe duties, | |: fo 
and abundantly defireſt ro yield furtberance ro | J/j.cr 
the ſoutesof thy Wife, Children and Servants,)| $|atl 
By chis meanes, I ſay; thou [balt find, thatin| Fi of 
texching others thy owne knowledge ſhall en- | Þ;w 
creaſe, arid thou halt a promile from the | F all 
mouth of Chrilt for this, that co hips chat hath | |.C} 
more ſhall be given, and be ſhall bave in abun- 
dance, Mat,13.12. We have a good proverbe{ 
applicable here,that js, Ule legs and haye legs; | 
and thou faieſt thy parts are weake 1f thou [ja iþ 
canlt. not pray with thy Family but in a very |} 
weake .manner , then I ſay, pray .to .God | 
to teach thee to pray, pray in ſecret for] 
both. the ſpirit and. gift of prayer,. that thou Ji 
maieſt be able to Performe it in thy Family;but]Þ 
beware thou ſet not too high a rate cn the giſt [Fj 
of prayer, for it often gocs alone without che || 


p vant 


Spirit of Prayer than the gift, but both toge+| 
{ſpe 


thzr doth beſt, (eſpecially in relation $0 dilyel 

ing others. ) Smyons Mag defired to pur-\ſno þ 
chaſe a power to give the Holy Gholt to |{ was 
whom he pleaſed, his ends were baſe, as well Ftcls. , 
2$ his tender vile ; he did aime ( as good Di-$f bl. 
vines thioke ) at popular applauſe, beſides a iſ worl 
curſed gaine. Truly, I much fearg papularſiborne 
applaiiſe, and vaine oltentation is , too too Fiſand ay 
much'the aime of ſome in oar Times ;-; where Eyancs; 
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(0:1 fee a,gift of;prayer, (yea, and of pre: | 
F.ching. too ) and. a ſpirit of predonmunant|| ' 
(pride, 1] muſt rake the liberty co ghink vf 
{ſuch a man as I do apprehend cleare ground 
j;for.; Tris left. palſage 1 do inlert tor.this 
| ,£0d. PIG; to take off the inordinate 
$; atfe&ons, of any poore ſoule from the gift| 
of, prayer 3, linceruy in all thy walkings| 
[with God will, comfort theein the midſt of 
all defe&s; and what knowelt thou ( deare| 
$i Chriſtian ) but God wil joine bis ſtrength 
with thy, weakneſſe, and make thee an.in 
{ſtrument of begetting ſoules to God as well 
as, bodies,” and fo make thee ( in aſenſe ) 
{a fpirituall Father as well as a bodily, and en- | 
{able thee at rhe laſt day to ſay to God, Behold'| 
here am 1, and the Children whom thou haſt | | 
[erven me ;Where we may allude to that which 
the Apolile applies and makes p:opcr to Chriſt, | 
IH! Heb-2.13. Now jn che laſt place, (tor it de 
|} ſervesno ether ) by thy religious cace to fur, 
[ther thy Children and Servants in the waies off 
God thou maieſt make fueh Children and Ser- 
fvants very profitable to thee in outward re- | 
{ſiſpets. Par! takes notice that Onc/imm was! 
[no profitable {crvant to his Maſter when be] 
I! was gracelcfſe, bur after he was converted, be 
Btcls. Phi.emon that now he was profitable, |: 
MP4.11. There is much erying ont 1n;thef 
world ( apd not without cauſe ), again(i tybr | : 
Fiborne, diſpbedient, and undutifall Children pf --.. 
and againſt retractory, and-unprofitable Sere | -* 
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yants; But may nocthe heylect of Parents and. 
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The 1 duly of 
P ayents to 
their Chil 
drex in ont- 
wyd ye-, 
ſpes, 


Children 'and Servants to anſwer Gods ends, 
(at leaſt ſo far as poſſible thou maicſt) that thy 
owne ſhould be wholly fruftrate. Thus muck 
forthe uſes. | 

Beloved, be pleaſed ro remember that we 
have urged Parents and Maſters to the per- 
formance of divers duties both to Children 
and Servants jointly together, but that thoſe 
dutics did relate to' the good of their foules 
only ; but now there remaine ſome duties re- 


] lating to their outward good ; and becauſe 


ſome of them have reference to Childrenpar- 
ticularly, in which Servants can make ne 
claime z And fome others do belong to Ser- 
vants, ( but I cannot jay peculiarly, becauſe 


'| Children have an intereſt in them, ) we ſhall 


therefore endeavour to advance roward the 
handling of them likewiſe, ( leaning on God 
for aſſiſtance ;) In order whereunto we ſhall 
| labour to give Children the precedency, 'for 
Grace and Nature doth teach the ſame. 

The fitſt duty which Parcnts ' owe unto 
cheir Children, in relation to their outward 
Eſtate, is, to further them in the meanes for 
their attajning of a competent meaſure of 
| — for ſuch condition and Rate of life\þ; 
( all callthem to, whether in Church|jp/ 


or it 


' CommyallCounſell. 
or- Common-wealth. An illiterate man can! 
receive no content in himſelfe, neither tan he | 
beprofitable to others ; a man without learn- 
ing is like a man who hath but halfe arieye, he 
ſecth divers things, but in a confuſed and rude 
forme, even men walking like trees, like hin 
in'the Goſpell, Aar.8.24. but he that hath 
etes difcernes things in a tranſparent 
way, to the great ſatisfaRion of his mind ; fo a 
man -without Learning fces things that have 
auch zcauty in themlclves, but to him they 
are cloathed and ſhidowed in darke and black | 
colours,he ſecs nothing but an outſide, whereas | 
be who bath Learning ſeeth through and 
through them (as we ſyy;) be bath a diſtingai- |. 
ſhing knowledge of them, he can anatomize 
them, and dive into the nature of them, he 
caa gaine by every Creature, and ſqueeze out 
the quintiſcence and benefit of every Calling: 
he can improve all times,'all changes, and all 
things to his advantage.Secondly,a man with- 
ouc learning cannot be profitable to others, 
[ach a man is like aſtone that is digg'd out of 
he quarrey and got ſquared, nor any way fit- 
| ted tor the building, fit for nothing butto be 
laid by and over-look'd, or to uſe in common 
mployment, no way qualified for publique 
ervice; but a man of Learning is like a (tone 
ſquared; poliſhed, 'and carved, that is very 
pfefull for the choiceſt bujlding ;- ſuck a man | 
ſeſpecially.if bebe of good life, is principled 
and in 2 choice capacity for the bigheſt im- 
lloymecnts in Church and State; take aftew| 
| WY RES. 1 
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It is faid of. Dazie/, and theother three Chik 
dren, that God gave them knowledge and{F} 


| of -his to Philemon than you (hall meet with|f} 


and yet he prizeth his books as well as his /Þk 
'Parcbments(which Parchments were as ſome | bn , 


inſtances, what Aoſes was forlearn ge. lee: tt 
Aﬀ+5 7.32. And what be was' in publi ſer-l 
vice the Scriptures will demanſtrate';:for un- ky 


der God: he-was the: moſt eminent deliverer;j 
of the Church trom a ſlate of bondage and (lx-| 
very that any Age (ince the Creation can-pro-|iſ 
dace,and therefore is ſaid to be King in Jeſs} 
rn when the heads of the people, and Tribes| 
of Iſrael were gathered together, D-at.33.5; 


_- 


5 & = 2,0. 


br 

re 
Skill-in all Learning, Da».1.17. Then in verſc}} I 
I9. they were preferred to liand befere thei: 
King ; and in Chap.2 48,49. they were put in-| ? 
to the bigheſt places for command in the wholj 
Province of Bahjlon. So Parl of all the Apoitſ{| 
ſtles was the moſt learned man, being breught|Þ]: 
upat the feet of Gamaliel : which was a place] 
of leaming, As 22.3. And all men know heli] 
was the moſt eminent amongſt them for parts|j|- 


and pajnes, and himſelfe doth modeſtly. cons[ll{ 


feſle that-he was not a whit belund the veryſF|,. 
chief Apdliles, 2 Cor.11.5. and for paines|f 

he did- outftrip them all,: tor he wrote more|f}/| 
Epiſtles to the Churches than all the other,and 
(hewed more Rhetorick in that ſhore Epiſtle|{/| 


in large Volumes. Truly, he had greatergitts]Þ1 > 
then they who boaſt of theipirit, (but what oft 
ſpirit they are led by isnot/hard to gueſſe at 5) (Fit. 


== 


conceive lome ſermon Notes,,) 2 Tim. 4-13: th 
TJ Butſh|*® 
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| Conugalt Counſel 149 | 
| [3=f it be objeRed*thatit isnotof neceſſity 
{co' give Children more lezrning then'the' Cal- 
hog which they are like tobe pat inco/dothtfre-| 
| 19 re ; nor ſecondly, to give them more learn-; 
${ing-chan- cheir Parents eſtate can beare; I an- | 
ſiwer, it is true, there is no neceſſity fot Chil- 
|dren to have much Learning to help them in 
managing ſome meane and common Callings, 
1batir is neceſſary in any Calling to be/able to 
read in their mother- tongue (as we lay; } and 
to write to, bat had they more-it-would be no 
{burden to them; it might fit them tor ſociety 
{ chgicediſcoutſe with thoſe of bigher bree- | | 
ing than themſelves;' for-in/perſqns of the " | 
Irgreatelt parts there would be feme conde- | 
{(centiorto thoſe -lefſe parted. And allo true | _ 
{{it'is Parents are not tyed toruine themielves, | 
| not” any of their Children, to breed up others 
;fgreat'Schollers, And yet I could heartily with 
{frhat Parents would 'frive to give theit Chil- 
[{drengood breeding this way, though it ſhould 
1[be- their greateſt outward portions. 'I- have 
been the larger in this particular; 'becauſe it 
|fmay'de obſerved frequently that there are 
ſome who are very rich men, but yet ſo glew'd 
[ſto theif curſed carthly-mindedaefle that they 
{FwUl ſpare nothing (or very little )to give their 
{f Children learning ; they may leave them good 
eſtates whereby they may wear good cloathes, 
[vat all that know them may point at them,and. 
l ſay, they are the arranteſt clownes, and mea- 
[neſt bred fellows 1n, or nezre,the places where | - ! 
p they dwell} It was falſely ſaid of Pav/ that 3 
-' | — 4 \.. a}: -| 
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much learning did makg hin wad, AT $26.24 

But it may be truly ſaid that fuch perſons as we 
ſpeake of, for want of Learning they are the 
nauſefulleſt perſons of any to be Inſtrumentall 
forthe good of Church or Common-wealth, 
and their Parents deſerve the leaſt reſpe& of 
all others in the places where they live. And 
therefore thou who are a Parent mind jt, that 
it is thy duty ina ſpeciall manner to thy Chil 


The ſecond 
eluty Parents 


Swe its --+ 


ther Chil. 
drcn [or 
their Outs 
wad eftate. 


dren to vouchſafe them the meanes of Learn- 
ing, and be carefull to. diſcharge thy duty 
herein.....; .. | | 

| Secondly, it is theduty of Parentsto pro- 
vide for thei; Children {ome honek Calling, 
citber i#Ehurch or Common-wealth, where- 
in they may both do, and receive good, that by 
them God may haveglory, and others benefit, 
and themſclves comfort, tor alb perſons of 
what quality er condition doever, mult eate 
their bread in the ſweat of their own brews, tor 
this is the Ordinance of God himſelfe, and (o 
indiſpenſable with, Gex.3.19. Yet this mult be 
granted, that there 1s the labour of the mind 
as well as the labour of the body ; and tuch as 


ſaid to eat their bread inthe (weat of their fa- 
Cc8, as they that !ttike many a heavy blow, or 
groan under many a ponderous burden ; ſo that 
ene way or other every one mult be exerciſed 
in alawfull Calling. David wss a Shepheard 
to look to Sheep, before the ſhepheard over the 
houſe of Iſ[raet, Pſal,78.70,71. Peter and Am 


drew, and. other of the Apolttes were fiſher- 


. 
— — 
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laboar with the head and heart may be as truly|| 
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 |AC4t.13.54,55+ And it is ſomewhat probable 


[dents enough to make it cleare from all excep-| 
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| Paxl- was a Tent-maker, As 18.1,2,g. Jo- 


ſeph the busband of Adary was a Carpenter, 


that our Saviour himſelf, beferc he centred into 
his Miniſteriall Office, did work at bis Fathers 
Trade, Mark,6.3. You lee then that there is a 
command from God, that all perions muſt 
have honeſt Callings. Secondly, bere are prefi- 


tions. And therefore it is = duty of Parents 
to labour to previde for their Children honeſt 


this .way let me adviſe yon to take care of 
three things: Firſt, Be carcfull to gaine for 
them ſuch Maſters as feare the Lord, for elſe 
thou maick feare that all thy paines thou haſt 
taken with them for the wy of their (oules 
may be loſt. Secondly, Be carcfull to put 


men, 41«rk,1.16, 19, before fiſhers of men, | 


| 


and lawfall Callings ; but in your endeavours | 


them to juch Callings as they are moſt capable 
of. . Some Hiſtories report, that the Jews be- 


Calling, would firlt bring them into a large 
Roome (which they did furnith with all Atti- 


toole and ſeeme ta take delight therein, they 
would put them to that Calling unto which 
the ſame did belong. Thirdly and laſtly, thou 
mult take care to put them to ſuch Callings as 
require no more ſtock of money to mannage 


elſe when their Time is out they can make no 


© | 


4 


| benefit by their Teades, unleflc they remaine in 


fore they. would put their Children to any | 


ficers tooles ) and if there they did take up any | 


them than thoa art like to leave to them, for | 
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The th'rd 
duty Parents 
owe unto 
ther Chil. 
dicn For 
their out— 
ward ejtate, 


| | 


{live in'a free and hononrable way» * -'** +7 


The Apoltle faith, qr: thow caled'a Servant, 
care not for it, ( that is, be not dejedted 
therefore ) bur if thou maiſt, be free, wſe 'it 
ra;her, 1 (or. 7. 21. Arid then 'in the'23: 
verfe he addes, Te are bought with a price, be 
mt ſervants of men. Theretore' thou that art a 
Parent, let thy care be iuch for thy children, 
that thou make them {ſervants to others-but 
for a convenient time , that aſter they *may 


- The third Duty Parents owe unto” their 
Chydren, is, to labour to provide. them fit 


Secondly command fiom Chrittian Parents.-In 
Jeremiah 29, 6. God requires his People to 
take Wives for their Soanes, and to give theyr 
Daughters in Marriage, Thirdly,for examples 
mind the praRice of of A#:ahaw(betore made 
ule of) Ge». 24 3. 4: Conlider the practice of 
Iſaac , and Kebeces his wife, for Faced, in 
Gen. 27. 46, Andcheninthe firſt veric of the, 
next Chapter, the carriage of Naomi tor Ruth | 
is a fingular example ;” Shall 7 nor ſeek reſt; 
for thee (\aith the ) that it mny be well wth 
thee ? ( which was @ Hasband,' as doth after 
appear,).Ruth 3,1. 'By which Scriptares it 
doth a zdriclearly, tobe the duty of- Parents 


riages for their Childrea''N&\vHticte are foie 
ſymptormes of this frafonablt Hime, \wheteot 


Marriages, in 'feaſonable time : And' for-this| | 
we have firſt a word of Command from God: | 


in ſepfonable time eo: labour to? ptdvide 'Mar«|' 
| 


ſhall name, and onely rar *$oar.'''Eirſt;: fult- 
% nefle 


OO —— wv 


& 
Ly 
{ 


__ 
4 # 


= 
S& 
| | 
HY 
—_— | | —— 


a ſtate of (ervieude by working under others.| | 


Capi "ol 


bh andit:madituciey of; body:  Stephdly 
| folidity of underſtanding; - 'Thi 


their 
Conftitutisos.'-: Andi Jattly;: the Leaning | 


[delight::xhey! take: in; keoping + company: 
p41 che contrary ſex! This thall "latkes, 
for this third-doty, of Pavants i theiefatul: 
[dromgz'ur; 09 1.4; 150F - 
\:The fwtirchiand laſL-doey Barents ome yore 
[eneir ; Chilaven in; relation/ito: their: owes 
| condiciors istocprovide tar them; : and to:ber 
ſow on them competent maintenance, (i6nat 
mores)! Jacob will travail. for his own: hgbic, 
Gen, 30/i70; Prov: 13.22; A geed ny 148+ 
veth an imbericance'te bis Children, battthei gl: 
deft Son mad} have thi : dawble pirtion..;Deut, 
21.16;17: unlefleibe divinhberit chiutfalf : 
any prophanenefle, as .Eſaw, Heb»-124160Afd 
Frbis maintenance, muſtbe:beltowed ,00/thean 
in ſcaſonable time, noftoo {00n,; as the Father 
of the: Prodigall Sonae did, Lag 1.55 $2cbut| 
awhen theyhave neceflaty occenſion to tent: } 
as when with their pareats:conſeat -they fall * 
begin to look out for themſelves im-worthy; 
imployments, though hefore Marriageg:oBu 
eſpecially: at: the time of marriage z:1ycb; ar 
lordid Parents that will part with nothing ci 
death, they doe much diicourage their chil- 
Feardp; and provoke themtq wrah.;agiinoht the 
4 [Apoliles Injun&ion, - Ephef. 64/43: Theſe are 
' Perſons without” natarall: affcRion 5:; and. to 
| be bil af,2s; they goes; : :Here: then: you ſee 
Parents..mmlk. perform -foure Duties: to. their 
| Ebireayls relation:to their outward conditi- 
- on, 


The, fourth. 
duty of P.a- 
rents t9 their 
| Children in, 
outrwarg.re- 
ſpefts. 


| 
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The ff 

outward 
ditty that 
Mafttrs owt 
80 their" ſer- 


ons ''Fivſt; to bring 'them up to learning. Se- 
.comtly, to-provide for them honeſt and lawfull 
'Callings. Thirdly, to labour to further them io 
 thkchange of their conditions by gr 
 Andifourthly, and laſtly, re make provi 

| for tRam by competent maintenance: 
The next thing in order to what was firſt 


- | propounded, js, to confider what duties Go- 


vernours of Families doe owe unto their ſer- 

vants, for: their outward © comfortable: tubli. 

lance: And, - 103 412 
'Tetbe firit place, it'is the duty of Maſters, 


and 'welkconditioned Meat and DriaR, in due 


| time, and ſufficient of that too - 'as-al{o ledge | 
ing wad - waſhing, :zad what elſc is neceſlary | 
forto maintain lifeend livelihood. .. In orderſſj 
| co-which, the-wife- muſt. take notice that the 


chief Care of this, in-reference to the diſtribu- 
tion of it,: and the well-orderiog of all things 
herein;concerns her felfe.. And therefore the 


| Holy Ghoſt puts upon record the practice of jf 
| the 'good Huſwife -in- Proverbs 31. 25. of 
;þwhomit js ſaid; That ſhe riſerh whilſt it « zet 
 FNight, and giveth meat to her Honſhold, and 4 


portion wnto hey Maids : For dqubtleſle the 


' teornfortable allowance of theſe things is one 
{peciall means ( by the blefling of God )) te| 
maintain health, and co make them'able and} 
ſtroogin body, and chearfullin mind, -to per- | 
forme1uch {ervice 'as is required of them. But 


if it pleaſe the Lordto viſit them with ſickneſs 


- 


&©. to-providetor:their. ſervants'whelſame, [| 


or lameneſs in-body or limbs;. and [thereby to þ 
abate } 


| ſte 


(onjugall | Counſel, 55 
| abate (trength and vigour of body and ſpirit, , 
[then it 15 the duty of 'their- Maſters: and 
| Dames to look out in the uſe of means for 
1Þ} their recovery, to make uſe both of Phybit tans | 
10} and Phyſjck, and all belps Providence may 
|] provide for; comfort under. affliftion,,. and 
|| reſtorationto health again. Nawnaer x ſervant 
|| to the King, of Syria, being: alflicted by: the 
|| Plague of Leproſie, his Maſter writes aletter 
||| in his bebalfg to. the King of //7ae/, and. ſends 
it by the hand of Naames, in order tothe re- 
» [||| covery of his. health again, 2 Kings 5.5. The 
|| good Centurion we read of in Marth, 8. 6,8; 
Ji | whous ſeryane youu fick of the _ and 
"||| grieveuſly tormented, he goes in perion- go] 
Y |}. :]efus Chriſt,-(who was a Phyſitian both for | 
' 
e 


a 


—— __— 


| body. and ſoul ) and bumbly -belcechath him 
for his ſervants cure, and'through the: free 
- || grace of Chriſt obtains it : its good to goeto | 
318] God in the firſt place for ſupplyes of allthe 
© |] wants of our ſelves and our relations;}; Hee 
f that u in miſery oug ht 10. bee comforted of 
HINT bis werghbowr, (agitis inthe Geneve Trane | 
tf] lation) Jo# 6.14 Now 1f Neighbours muſt 
« 11} put forth themſelves to-gomfort ( or relieve 
« 181 and belp ) ſuch as arc in any miſery, How 
© 0] much more aut Governours of Families la- | 
0 181] bour'to performthis daty to:their ſick and di- 
111 tempered ſervants, (the inferenceis undeny- 
-N] able) A good mas is mercifull to hu beaſt, 
uy! ſaith one Tranſlation ; And another faith, 4 
is | righteous man regardeth the life of bis Beaſt, 
OP] Proverbs 12. 10, Andbow much better is « 
man 
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{them - ſuch Governours of- 


[nterieles 


ctinn/ieban ©" 


yay pero prhdbtrabing forchey arethen 


eicher ſent home to'their poor and indigent 
Parents to take care after, or elſe- mucd up in 
z'dolc; and forall attendines, ard lefle allows 
ance of means. for their good” provi 


ſed and -bard-hearted perſons end pity it'is, 


| —_—_ ood (ervants ſhould ſep” over 'theit | 
to '{&rve them; for loch havenei- I 


race & 


_ wreak hot jaltice if ehetts; \neit 
nor 00d: watute't And yet'of this tx 
holl-bred erew;chereare great | ſwa 


\ hue 


ſonable Recrcarioris th bÞ allowed co ſervants, 


. [forthey may ſtan&ingref need.of them ſome- 


eimes;'after long arid fore labour, to. quicken: 
their {pitits, and rv/enliven them with all = 
crity to return' to their imployment, ( we ſa 
#hers3 no ler + Y And" without dobt, if 
ſters would grant-it/ them, they would ben ! 


— "be: lawfall, the time ſea- 


_ at. 


ided fot | | 
Fare curs | 


teri" rake ted (Gods juſt )- tn owne i 
| children bernot foiſerved, wheri theyre fer? 
1 vanesco-others, but I wiſh them better ſpeed. 
WS might bere'adde a Word concerning ſea-| 


ther gainers by inthequick and wel-managing, | 
' [thei bafineſſes; rhan'loſers.-* But when Ma-| | 
{tersgrant this liberty. as before faid, 1 would |} 
_ [advife: them to take much cure that the Re- 


ff 


te ſonable; | 


ff 
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| fonable;-and their ſervants company civill;er:, 
| elſe both Maſters and ſervants-may = 6 


|| {'onechatthey gave the ->——c> Auduclpqutheaan 
Þ | char'tbicy (6 illimprovedebeiame.' +4) 12) 
||! "16 the fecdnd plage, it is'the:duty of 


ters, 1c. (to allow their {eryants+tulficient 


| | i ſpend thoughtsof.c 
I | fay, fervice'is-no bentage,) and:muſt they: 
|| | make no preparation in order thereunto-? 


| he hirclingia bis wages,(among{t 
Now a man ctaxbegniiey of this fin as well in 
| deteining due. wages, n:relation to time of | 
| paimentpt-1t, ax18 over-tieaching a {crvant in 
| contraft for; twrne to that place; . Dex. 24. 
| 14,15." Thew ſhalt not opprefſe an.bired ſervant, 


wages for:their labour, and! to-pay: it tether 


preſervation :of health'-and- 'decency;. | both. 


' | which muſt be allowed; {nay; and more too, if 


their deſerts challenge che fame;)lervants miay 
hanging heir eſtate; ( we 


That wereadturd to thinke 3: would you:;that 


-| are Maſters have your fervants barely live? 

1 | You-woald natlike that if-you would be plea- | 
1 || ſe eo patyour! ſelves :in their condition, But | * 
| 1g the fecond: place;'-it is the duty of Ma- 


ſters to:pay their ſervants their wages in due 
time, and that is when jtis due by the condi- 


| tions of the Contract betweene you and them; 
| Mal.3.5.; God. threatens to: be; 2: {wift wit- 


neſle againſt this particular. fin of epprefiing 


at by day, thow. 


*s 


when it-is'due. If chey bave not ſufficient wa- 
' | gesS they catnot maintainethemſclves forthe 


t other ſins, } | 


; 


{alt give him bu bore neither 


. 
F 
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duty that | 
Maſters owe | 


\VAntse 


to their ſer- 


ſrall the ſun gedlown upas .i2. The Labourer 


worthy 
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worthy of bus bire, Luk, 16.7. Alafters give 
auto oy vans thet which i juſt and _ 


 Col.4. 1. | Fame: tels you, that che detaiving we- | + 


g& from Labourers cryeth, andthe cries of them 
ares erred into the'eares of the Lordof Sab- 
bath, James 5.4. And ſurely when ever the 


| Lord gives an-care to cries, whether the cry of 


Innocent bloud, 28: that of Abel, Ges, 4. 10. 
or any other occaſion, fome fearfull vengeance 


| doth fallupen the'heads of ſuch as them 


to aſcend ; and therefore the Apoſtle : James | 


[bids theſe worldlings houle for thoſe miſcrics 


that hoald ceme uponthem. Now you that 
areMaſters,&c.as you would keepeffthecurſe 
prevent the cry. 

Inthe third and laſt place, the dutic of Ma- 
ſers.&c. to their ſervants, is, to. be liberall to 
them at times. of parting, in caſe they bave 
been ſervants a confiderable time, and ' have 
been diligent and faithfull, and fo a bleſſing to 
them, . Dent. 15-12,13, 14. So Prov. 17,2 
There be many Maſters who are (ſtrangers to 
this duty, 'even 18'the knowledge of it, and 


| more-in.the- practice thereof, Yet fome (I 


dare .not ſay in conſcience to the perfor- 
mance of this duty, but rather from the 
freenefſe [of their - nature, ) doe upon the 
matter that -which/ is equivalent hercunto, 
namely thoſe, that if their ſervants part from 
them by Marriage will give them beneficiall 
wedding dinners,and fometimes divers pecces 
of neceflary houſhold-ſtuffe, which is a great 
advantage to them; and this is ſo _ . 
| ; tang, 


i 


{| fiveneſſe of the Creature by luxury,and excels, | 


I} we bave finiſhed all rhat was. propoſed at firſt 


| Thus you ſee that Govetnours of Families do 
ewe three duties to their ſet vants, inrelation | 


| their comfortable ſubfiſtance, Secondly, to 


| as God ſhall ſet under them, viz. to children 
| ard ſervants. But here it will be of ſome con- 


that they may call upon them to performe the 
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thing that I could wiſh all would more pra- 
Rice the ſame, provided, they prevent all abu- 


and diſorder of every kind ut ſach meetings. 


to their outward conditions. Firſt,to allow un- 
them meat,dripke,and all other neec(ſaries for 


yield them ſufficient wages. Andlaſtly, tobe 
liberall to them at time of parting. | 
And thus by the gracjous »ſſitance of God 


to be confidered of by ſuch as defireto enter 
inte the Marriage eſtate, relating to the duties 
which each perſon in that congitian of life 
owe one to another, and toth of them to ſuch 


cernment to take notice of what duty children | 
and ſervants owe anto Parents and Maſters, 


ſame ; where we ſhall firſt oblervethe duties 
Childrenowe unto their Parents, and then the 
duties of Servants to their Maſters, s. 

Inthe firſt place it js the duty of Children 
to yield untotheir Parents all dne Reverence 
and Honour ; this duty is expreſly comman- 
ded by God in Exed.20.12, Honour thy father 
wad thy mother ; which the Apoſtle, Eph. 6.2, 
takes notice of to. be the firſt Commandemeant 
with promiſe, Fe/.6.6. A ſon honoureth bis 
Father 3 If /be a Father where is my hononr ? 
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1 Bpt.how fhould. this Honourand Reveretice|f| * 

| haFnprelt may. ++ $I 1 Wer, . firſts in ;< 

| words; Secandly,in actions and geſtures, Firſt, | | | 4 

| in words, Children mult reverence. their Pa- | || | * 
| rents by ufing few, werds ip their Parents pre- | || © 
'| lence ar hexcing ; Silence for the generall well | | 
becomes the younger fort beforethe Elder,but || ** 
more; properly. Children. before their Parents. || * 
| And, when they ſpeake to. themn'chey mult || !* 
make uſe of the choiceſt expreſſion that may || | 2: 
|beto bvld forth cheir duritullreſped by.. And || | '® 
for thejr Action, tdg,,they. muſt þe-full of Ha- || | © 

mility,, .as. ritogpp,before.them,andtanding [| | 1" 
in their preſenteiFzhey expeR. its" being. un- (| 'P* 
covered; to long as they think fir,, and making || | 4 
| obeylance on ; pecghons by ſhewing all fili- | Lo 
all and Child-like aupolitions to, them, by ||| |'* 1 
harkening to all their grave Counſels and Ad- | |< 
; monitions with diligent attention, Prov. 1.8. || | 4r« 
| Chag-5.1;As alſo byſubmitting, and tubje&ung [| tbe 
j themiclves to all their godly reprebevfions;and and 
| by treading in their relgiousligps, and imita- ||| ©0# 
ting their unblameable. examples, and by co- {{| 2110 
vering.all their imperfeRions and weakneſſes, | bal 
as Shemand Japber did when their Farber la I 
drunke and haked.in.bis Tent, Solomon is a jþ} bi 
| ingular example. of honouring his Mather io (ff fait 
| - . _-- {]anotherkind, 1 Kings2.19., 4 pcte 
The ſecond | Jo the condyle, is the duty of Chjl- |} <rtic 
duty of chil-| dren to obey their Parents in all tbiogs.lewfull, [| 12kc 
dren to their | and that with allreadigeſle, (hildren obey your [is lai 
_ Parents inthe Lord;Eph6.t-Children obey.your [ihe d 
Parents in all things, for thu i well pleaſing wn- (6b | 

| - 0 
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io the Lord, Col 3-20; Now this'mult be 4 o 
, Chegrefull tan without contending. | 


| Tſaap Will ſu>mut to his Father though ie be in 
' matter of death, Gem, 22.9,10. And fo will 
' the Daughter of Jephtha, Jadg. 11 39. The 
|| | Rechabus obey Jonadab their Father 1athings 
that required a great deale of fſclfe-deniaHy, 
fer. 35.5,6.7- which the Lord rewards them 
tor in ver. 18, 19, A Biſhop mult rule bis 
,bwn houle well, and have his Children in 
 ſabjeRion,1 7Tim3.4. Now lubjeion of all 
| Children to Parents is as much aduty as 1t is 
in the children of che Minilters of the Go- 
1'ipell. And of this odedience umo Parents we 
have an example bryond all preſidents in our 
Lord and Saviour Jcfus Chriſt, of whom 
T0} it is laid, he wene down with bis Parents to Na- 
Tl aarcch and was ſubjeft to them, Luk. 2.31.Chil- | 
}f | dren mult not make their own wils. rule of 
their activns,bur theCommandemeats of God, | 
and the Precepts of their Parents that are not 
contrary tothe revealed will of God;they mult 
alio quictly {u>mit to ſuch corre&ion as they 
(hall think fit to inflit on them for their faults. 
In the third and lalt place it is the daty of | Th thivd 
| Children to thcir Parents to labour to provide | duty of Chil- 
Hafty for them inthe times of danger,and com- | ©*® 70 cher 
[pctent maintenance in their neceſfitous con- | 47% 
{ditions to their utmoſt abilities; for the fiſt, 
Wrake a preſident from Rehab the Harlot, which 
[is laid down at large in Joſh. 2. 12,13. where | 
[ſhe doth indeat with the Spies ( teat to view | 
[the land ) to ſave her Fatheis houſe, androf} 
| | M preſervet | 
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| preſerve her Father, and ber Mother, &-c. And 
for the duty of Children to relieve their Pa- 
rents intheir want ; conſider what the Apo- 
|Rle faith-in x 7:9. 5.4. That to requite' our 
| Parents: is' good and acceptable before God. 
| When Parents have been at great paines and 
charge to bring up their Children, and then 
come topoverty, (which perinaps may be oc- 
caſioned by fuen charge, } it is not only againſt 
grace, but 2gainlt good nature too, to call them 
off without due care to relieve them ; it was 
the peſtilent' doArine of. the Phariſees to 
maintaine that Children were diſcharged from 
|their duty hercin, provided, they did offer a 
gift at the: Altar ( which was indeed butto fill 
their pouches,) Afar.75-11,13,13. Which pra- 
Rice of theirs, as wcll as tbeir doctrine, our 
Saviour .there condemnes, We may learne a 
better example from the praRtice of /oſeph 
when he was in proſperity, and his Fathers 
houſe in-want, Gen.47.11,12. For he nouri- 
ſhed his Father and his whole Family in Ra- 
waſes, which was the molt fertile place of all 
Egypt. When Naowi returned very poore cut 
of the Land of Adoab into the Land of Hrael, 
Rath 1.21.then her Daughter in Law wrought 
hard, and tookegreat paines to gaine provifion 
for her maintenance. God condemnes the 
formall faſts of the Children of Ittacl, as for 
other things, ſo for this, that they did hide 
themſelves from their own fleſh, Iſa. 58.6, 7. 
Now Parents may be more truly faid to be onr 
own fleſh than others in common can be aid 

to 
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tobe z our Saviour in that place of Afarke | 


| | makes it one kind of hononfing Parents tore- 
| eve thein 10 their want; and to honour our 
| Parents you have it proved before to be a duty 
' from children. There be other duties which 
' children owe unto their Parents, but they may 
be included in thele: It theie be conicientiouſly 
| performed they will be all diſcharged, The 
' daties then which children owe unto their Pa- 
rents, which are obvious to your eye, are, firit, 
toreverence them. Secondly, to obey them. 
| | Thirdly, to labour to preſerve them from dan- 
 ger,and to maintaine them in thetr wants. 
inhe laſt place, we are to proceed to diſ- 
; cuſle the duties whichiervants owe unto their 
|  Malters Fc. and then we ſhall draw to a con- 
' ciuſion of this poore Treatile, and fo leave all 
. upon your hearts to practice in your lives. 
| The firtt duty that ſervants owe unto their 
; Maſters, is the fame that children owe to their 
: Parents, that is, Honour and Reverence ; this 
duty all [oferiours owe to th:1r Saperiours,and 
thereforc it mult be a duty tcie; Now ttatit 
15 to, contider the fore quoted place, ai.1.6, 
Aon nonoureth his Father, and a Servant his 
Matter : 1f / be a aſter { iaith God) where 75 
my feare , (or Keverence ? ) Implying that ho- 
noarc and reverence *1s a cuty tervants owe to 
their Maſters, and that they ate obliged to the 
performance of it. That place int 1 i24.6.1,15 
muck to be obſerved tor this purpoſe, wherethe 
Apoitie requires ail lervants tnat are under the 
yoke to.Count their oy/0 Matters worthy of all 
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| hononr, and then adds a reaſonfor the ſame, 
which is this, That the name of God and hus 
doftrme be not blaſth. med ; Then it is very 
clearethat ſuch {ervants as make no conſcience 
to performe this duty of giving honour to thei! 
Maiters do expole the name and word of eter- 
nall GoJ to contewpt, and to be blaſphemed; 
and how thall fuch ſervants ever be able to 
anſwer for this hn of theirs betore the great 
and all-powertull God, who 1s alwaies a1med 
with divine vengeance to be powred down 
upon the heads and hearts of ſuch as are «ffen- 
ders in this kind; and ſuch are all ſervants 
that diſcharge not the duty here mentgoned. 
Now it fervants would know how, andin 
what way this duty (hould be performed , for 
their help therein | refer them to thoſe means 
briclly rominared for -di-ec.;on to cChildten n 
the performance of this vey duty to their Pa- 
rents; and hy the way it 1s worth oblerving, 
that in a reall ard ttus {erice it way be laid,and 
proved, that Valicis, fc. are Patents tothey 
jervants as well a+ to their cluldren, yet With a 
gr cat Cealc of diftcremw ec, 

Inthefecond place it 15 the duty of ſervants 
to be obedicne wiito their Matters, © c, This 
cuty bath lome athiity with the former, for if 
lervants do not readily obey their Maiters they 
cannot honour them, they rather vilifie them, 
and cxpole them to contempt and diſgrace; 
there are mary Scripture texts that offer thein- 
ſcIves to contirme this truth : Servants be 
cbedrert 10 your Maſters according to the fl:ſh, 


Eph. 
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Eph.6.5. Servants obey in all things your Mas ; 

feers according to the fleih, Col 3-22, Exhort 

ervants» ( faith Pax!) 109 te obedrent to therr | 
Maſters im all things, not anſwering againe, 
Tit.2.9. The Apoſtle Petey doth further prefle 
this duty, Serv-#'s (faith he ) be ſbjett ro your 
Maſters with allfeare, not only ro the good and 
entle, but olſo to the froward, 1 Per. 1.18. 
tHrog all thete places you may lee tais duty 
hath the Word of God for its foundation. The 
Centurion which we read of inthe Golpcll 
had choice ſervants for their readinefſe to 
obey him, for he tels Chritt, that if he bid one 
go,he went,and if another comr, he came, and 
[if he bid his ſervant do this,he did it ; we mult 
not doubt of the truth of what he faid,thwwgh 
he ſpake thoſe things to 1llultrate and fer forth 
the power of Chrilt over all ficknefles and all 
things; for be doth acknowledge that that 
ſicknetle that had arrefteq his ſervant was the 
{ſervant of Chriſt,& that as it did afA; his fer. 
vant when Chrilt commanded it fo to do, lo it 
- [muſt leave his fervaat and depart when Chriſt 
ſhould require the fame, 4a 8.8 9. It were 
much to be wifl#d that every Malter had ſuch 
a {ſervant, or fach lervants as tais Centurion 
had, there would de more quictnefle ia Fami- 
lies, and better ſacceile in al! their jmploy- 
ments than now there 18. But mavy ſervants 
in our times will go and come at their owne 
pleaſures, and do what is good in their owne 
eyes: Their Maſters mult be ſub;e&t to them, 
and not they to their Ma'ters but tuch ler- 
M 3 vants 


mo —_— 


"Y 


| 16 6 


Conjngall Counſell. | 


The third 
auty of [- 
Vanis t9 


fters. 


| 


the;y Mas their buſttacſles, and anſwering the truit com- 


EOS Inn _- = ere Won IE <————_—_ ——_ 


vants will be the greateſt loſers at1aſt ; Marke | 
what the Apolile (aith, Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and ſubmu jour ſelv-s,for they 
watch for your ſoules as they that muſt give an 
account, that they may doit with joy, and not | 
with griefe, for that u unprofitable 10 youy Heb.' 
13.17. which is an exhortation in generall, yet. 
it concerns ſervants in ſpeciall. Servants mult 
not do any thing contrary to their Malters 
minds, though they give no particular com- 


mand to the contrary. &/iſh2 did not command | 
his ſervant Gehazrnotto go after Naaman to. 
receive a gratuity, yet he went and did receive 
a Talent ot Silver and two changes of rahment 


(as we lay ) for he had the plague of Leproſie | 
with them into the bargaine, 2 Kings 5.20,22,, 
24,25,26,27. Can any ian with any thew of | 
reaſon Eoriceive thai this example of <1{obedis | 
ence in Gehazi to nis Maſter,andof the fevere 
hand of God on him for it doth (tand upon 
Record for nothing 3 Whatſeever things were 

wruten aforctime were wraten for cur learning, 


Rem. 15.4 And this was wti:tento terrifie re 
bellious and di.obecient ſervants, whereof the 
world 1s tull, bur gratious !ervaiits Will learne, 
and pratice butter, | 

In the third and laſt place it is the duty of 


| 
ſervants to their Malte:s. to ſhew ail diligence, | 
fideiity, and taithtulneffe in the ditcharging 


mitted to them, and that as in the preſence of 
God. When the Apoltle in that place of 
Eph. | 


of him; but he could not crack of his profit | ] 
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Eph.7.5,9.(wbich we made uſe of before.)had 
exhorted ſervants to. be obedient to their Ma- | 
ſters according to the flelh with feare and. 
trembling in ſinglenetfle of heart as to Chrit ; 
he addes, Not with epe-ſervice as men pleaſers, 
but 4s the ſervants of Chriſt, doing (he-will of 
God from the heert, the very lame you hind in 
Col.3-22, Jn T#,2.9,i0, Exhort ſervants 
(ſaith tbe Apoltle) ro be obedient to their Ma- 
fters, not purloyning, but ſhewing all good fide- 
luy, that they may adorne the deitrine of God. 
When {ervants ſerve their Malters not with 
eye-ſervice, but with all faithfulneſle and fin- 
eleiiefle of b-art with a good conicience, they 
allo ſerve Jcius Chriltt who will plentifully re- 
compence the ſame, either in temporall, or 
[pirituall bleſſings, or 1n both ; he is a blefled 
{ervant who obeyes his Maſters commands 
chicfiy in relation to Gods injunctions z ſuch a 
one (no doubt ) was the ſervant of Abraham, 
and Jacob to his Father Laban, and Faſephto 
Potiphar, and after tothe keeper of the prion, 
1 | Gen,30.27. Chap.39.3, wir. There be divers 
waies and meaucs by which tervants muſt 
ſhew themfeives faithfull co their Maſters and 
Dames; Firſt, y pray wg for them. Secondly, | - 
by beipg diligent 1n the diſpatch of their buſi- 
nefle, Ihirdly,by preſerving their Eltates, and 
| in helping to encreaſe them. Fourthly, by la- 
| bouring to protect their perſons from violence 
to their power. And fitthly, by labouring to 
preſerve their reputaticns,in order whereunto 
they muſt keep their ſecrets undiſcloſed, and | 
ES M 4 their | 
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| their infirmities from being | publiſhed. Bue| | tal 
| iuch ſervants as walke in wates contrary here< ly, 
"| unto, it were incomparably better tor a Chri- .bik 
ſtian Houſholder' co have them out than | || bu 
10 his Farmly ,z and indeed it were far better| |} an 
that {ach ſeryants ſhould Iye under the cudgel] | Ca 
of a Turkith patron than ſet their feet under an' [5 
honeſt mans Table. Tnus we have with much un 
brevity paſt through che duties which tervants th 
owe umo their Maſters and Daines; Firſt,they th 
mult labour to honour them. Secondly, they ell 
mult tabmit to them, and obey them. Thirdly th 
and1aſtly, they muit (hew all diligence, fideli- nc 
ty, and faithfuinefle to them, in doing ther bu- | de 
| finefſe, and 1a antwering the truſt committed th 
. {jtothem. br 
Now to come to a fall period of all, and to 
concuude, we (hall endeavour to make fome loi 
application of that which hath been betore| || th 
laid down by way of duty. lo 
Uſe 1. | In the firlt place this may ſerve for juſt re- Se 
roofe to molt (nen in our times, who do' Ic 
thruſt-themlclves into the honourable Eltate of | 1] G 
Marriage witcout any confideration at ali. as if w 
| it were an eſtate fit for every man that willto || w 
| enter into. Truly, I do exceedingly like thole, | | fo 
| ſweet (expreſſions in'the Pretace tothe anci-! || er 
| ent Forms of Mairiage in the Church of Exg-' irt 
| land, where having attrmed the Eliate of. tt 
| Marriage to be honourable among all men! tt 
| (which indeed it is) the wo:ds following con-. tt 
| taine an ACmonition, and run thus, Therefore | Y 
| | is not to be cnterprizes, (that is Nariage Jnor | | | [tc 
| | raken | | 
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taken in hand unadviſedly, lightly, or wanton* 
ly, to ſatisfie mens carnall Juſts and appetites, 
like brute Beaſts that bave no anderltanding, 
but Revcrently, diſcreetly, adviſedly, tfoberly, 
and in the feare of God, duly conſidering the 
caules for which Matrimony: was ordai- 
neJ,c. iuch rath, inconfiderate, beady and 
unadviſed perſons as theſe never labour to fee 
themſclves to have a cleare Call to change 
their conditions by entring into the Marriage 
eſtate. They deſire no {pirituall gifts to enable 
them to pertorme ſpirituall duties. They look 
not upon ary qualifications in the party they 
defire fo enjoy in ſuch a condition, provided, 
there be perlon and beauty to (atisfie their 
bruti(h luits ; and mony to pleaſe their cove- 
tous humour, they will marry their hearts and 
{oules to a bag of filver or gold; thele anſwer 
the Proverbe, What hath ſhe, what is ſhe ; and 
lo they make money to an{wer all things. As 
Solomon (peakes, yet toother ends, Eccl. 10. 
19 And as for the way and meanes which 
God hath tanAtifhed and appointed for men to 
walke 1n. and make ule of to o'taine good 
wives, and meet heJpers, they will not ſet one 
foot in them ; they will not go to God by pray- 
er for direQtion this way, and for ſuccefje here- 
in; they icarce know what God js; and for 
the duty of Prayer, they know not {o much as 


the ABCof it; and as for: Parents conſent | 


they regard not that, all they deſire js to invei- 
gle maids to love them, and enchant their 
foolith affcftions to anſwer their unreaſonable 

| defires; 


— 
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| defires ; let Parents conſent or not conſent 


what care they ( but for ſome ſiniſter ends, for 
portion ſake, or to attaine preferment by their 
tavoar. ) There is an impure generation, who 
have overſpread the Nation, ( yea, and many 
other parts too, ) like the Locuſlts in Egypr, 


-| Exod.10.14. who purpoſcly do invent oblceae, 


laſcivious, ſcurrilons, and filthy ſongs and Ba}- 
lads,.on purpoſe to pollute and poyten young 
Virgins and Maids with carnall, fleſhly, and 
abominadle lalts, that ſo they may bring them 
over to themſelves for uncleane galliance at 
preſent, and then make them yieldto their hel- 
li:h Motions, and run point olanke acafnit the 
conſent of their Parents to beſtow themſelves 
on them; but poore Creatures, when they 
thinke they are good wives, they are but filthy 
Whores, ſo long as Parents confent is not eb- 
rained,by means whereof the Common- wealth 
| is filled wich apundance of Whores Baſtards, 
by which meanes allo it comes to paſſe that 
Townes and Pariſhes are fo over- charged with 


thare. And where be they who labour to in- 
forme themlelves in the duties which married 
perlons are call'd to performe each to other, 
and doth to their Families ? And theſe dues 
to mind {as I have {afd) before Marriage, that 
afterward they might practice them? Truly, 
this is the condition of multitudes of Men and 
Women now conjoyned together ( atter their 
way )in Marriage, by reaion whereof the Lang 
iS full of ignorant and extreamely profane Fa- 

milies $ 


poore that there can ſcarce be an avle Family |. 


| 
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the power of Godlinefle is {lighted ; here is 
| the cauſe why Saobaths are profaned ; this is 


of this Age; this is the cauſe of fo much 
Whoredome, Drunkennelle, Lying,Cheating, 
' Over-reaching, and what not amongſt us; Ab, 
| you poore ſoules who have Contracted Marrj- 
| age before you were call'd to it, and have ſo 
wickedly entred into, and lived in it.all the fins 


' before-mentioned, and alio what ſins elſe can } 


| be named, muſt ike ſo many illegitimate chil- | 
| dren, be brought and laid at your door, and you 
' mult be Fathers and Mothers to them. Never 
looke to proper (11 your ſoules eſpecially Jun- 
till you labour to remove the guilt by repen- 
tance and teares of godly Compun@ton, and 
untill thou reforme, for which end be carefull 
to be informed 1n the dutics thou art called to 
pertorme in the ſtate of Marriage, and then 
' tet about the ditcharge of them as inthe pre- 
ſence of God; labour to redeeme loit time by 
{| | doubie diligence 1n the well improving the fu- 

| ture, and to God may yet be gracious to you 
| and yours, and make you bleflings both to 
; Church and Common» wealth, 

In the laſt place it may ſerve for inſtruQion. 
Firlt, unto the unmarried ; And lecondly, to 
thoſe in the Man i:d condition. Fiſt, let me 
dire my tclfe to you that ate 1n the ſingle 
Eſtate, but yet mind a change of that life of 
yours as oppoftunity ihall ſerve you to accom- 
plich your delires; Dott thoa then detire( I 


ſay ) 


| miltesz by this meanes 1t 1s come to paſſe that ; 


| the caule why faithfull Minilters ate the (corne | 


| 


| 
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lay) to change thy condition (as beforeſaid) 
and wouldlt thou taine enjoy a meet helper in 
all conditions God ſhall put thee into, whether 
proſperity or adverſity ? Then let me exhort 
thee (and be thou exborted) in the name and 
feare of God to fee God going before thee by 
a cleare Call to enterprize ſo great a bufineſle, 
even, In fitting thee for the ſame, as hath been 
before laid downe ; and in*particular labour to 
get an humble ſpirit, and an underſtanding 
heart to diſcharge all duties to every relation 
that God ſhall tet under thee, and that for their 
good both of body and ſoute, tbat thou maieſt 
be a bleſſing to them, and they under God a 
comfort to thee ; labour to propound to thy 
ſelfe lawfull endsin that thy undertazing, ana 
be ſure walke in warrantable waies, and uſe 
godly and lawfull meanes to carry on thy de- 
fires by z and amonglt thoſe meanes ſet down 
for thy direQion, mind well ( in a way of pra- 
ice ) the going to God by Prayer z then ule 
double care and diligence to meet with ore for 
thy companion who 1s of a gracious frame 
both of heart and life, {6 far as poſlibly can be 
diſcerned, And for thote other qualifications 
before-mentioned, be fo far from {hghting 
them, that rather on the contrary be unſatished 
in thy thoughts if thou find any one of them 
wanting : Yet not {o uniatisfhed as to divert 
thy affcRions from luch a party, decaule fome 
one of them are undiſcerned, and perhaps 
fone others a little defeaive ; but it the maine 
be there, then in the name and feate of the 


great 


—_ 
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great God proceed gradually to put a period. 
to all thy cares, paines, and endeavours that 
way , and now being married, if thou wouldſt 
have God ſay amen to all thoſe joyes thy 
friends and acquaintance wiſh thee, then ſet 
thy ſelfe the worke that lyeth before thee, 
namely, thy godly and Chriſtian-like diſchar- 
ging of all the duty that eſtate cals for from 
thee, which brings me to the ſecond thing 
propoſed in this Ule, that is, to ſpeake a word 
or two of, Inſtruction to thoſe in the Marriage 
condition. It is a true ſaying, that Marriage 1s 
either Merry-age, or Mar-age 3 But ifthou 
wouldlt have 1t to thee Merry-age, and not 
Mar-age, then now labour to walke with God 
in the contcientious ditcharge of all the duties 
that the lame eltate ties thee to. Art thou a 
Husband ? Labour to pertorme thy duties to 
thy Wife. Att thou a Wite? Labour to dif- 
charge all thole dutics thou owelt to thy Hul- 
band z and both of you negleR not any of your 
duties you are obliged to diſcharge to your 
Chi!dien and Servants. And it alſo concernes | 
you to take care toleechat your Children, &c. 
performe theirduties to you z which dutiesof | | 
all kinds you mult mind, and be informed in, 
becauſe hereby ( as you have heard ) God is 
glorified, and beth Church and State furthered 
tranquillity and happinelk zfor by this means 
(as before exprelt ) you ſhall prevent a whole 
Catalogue of grievous lins from being perpe- 
trated ; And to ſhall fave the Minilters of Gad 
| a great deale of paines, eale their Loines, and 
| preſerve 
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| prelerve their Laogs ; And prevent a great 
deale of trouble to ail truly godly Magiltrates,, 


- who. dare not deare the (word in vaine, who 
had rather praiſe you and all others when they 
ce you do that which 1s good than otherwiſe 


'L tobe 2 terrour to you. Beloved, thele are times 


loak'd upon by many as times of Keformati- 


{on (And cruly, I look upon them as calling 
' for much in that. kind. ) Bur let me tell you, 


that let Miniitersdo their duties, and Magi- 
ftrates performe theirs, yet if Governours of 
Families be remils in the diſcharge of what 
concernes them 1n their relations 1n their little 
Churches, and private Common- wealhs, ali 
will come tonothing. I profefle the we!l in- 
#iru&ing and right governing of Familics 15 
[the eye of the workez I could wiſh with iny 
ſoule that fuch as have power io make and 
conſtitute Laws wouldday a very con{tderable 
Mul& upon all Governours of Familics that 
neglect their duties to their Children and Ser- 
vantsto initru and reforme thei; and that 
the ſame might not only extend to their pur- 
{es,but to their perſons too, You have heard 
before that by this meancs ſoules are ſent to 
bell by multitudes ; ſuch evill pertons as theſe 
are, what are they but the devils Factors e and 
their fin and pumthment one day (without re- 
pentance) willtod them ont , but moſt ſad of 
all men 1s the condition of ſuch ( as even ont 
of conicience ( as they pretend) caſt off the 
care of the ſoules of ſuch as are under thcur 
chaige ; they ſay, and plead bard for it, that 


| 
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| meanes, all Ordinances publique and private: 


| have any, unleflc it be jn the'demonſtrationot 


| no grace into their hearts, but God wil (if they 


| ly, contrary to intention, when we firlt entred 
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none ought to bereltrained from fin by uſe of, 


muſt be laid afide, nay, caſt off with ſcorne and 
ditdaine ;z and-men and women, they ſay,maſt 
wait for. revelations from heaven ; ſure they 
have had revelations from heli for their dire- 
ion herew, but from heaventhey ſhall never 


the wrath of Godfthey perſitt impenitently-; 
and for Family diſcipline chere/ maſt be none, 
let their Children Sweare, Lye, -profane 'the 
Sabbaths, or run in any vile way; ( provided 
they call nottheir Parents and Maſters vile He- 
reticks, and; abominable $chiſmaticks, and 
offer to prove them iuch from the Word of 
God,) all is well; for they ſay, they can put. 


belong te him) in due time. Oh what tongue 
can tell, or what heart can think what wiil be 
the portion af theſe men withoutGods infinite 
mercy 1n converting and reforming them. Tru- 


upon this Uſe,we have made this digreſſ1on, it 
(hould have been a part of the other Ule, but 
being then omitted I was loath to let it wholly 
patſe. You may bepleaſed to remember, that 
but even now I toJd you that were Governors 
of Families, that if you did conſcicntioully dif- 
charge the duties which you owe, &c. you 
might hereby glorifie God, and the tranquilli- 
ty both of Church andCommon- wealth would 
herebyg#e furthered, &c. So in the latt place, 
from hente you may conclude, ( that as you 


gloritic 
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| his poore Church on Earth by the eacreaf) 
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s | 
and purging the members thereof, ) that 
through the Lords free Grace in Chriit you are 
Members of the-Church of Chriſt here Mili- 
tant, and (hallbe of the Church Triumphant in 
the bighelt Heavens, There to enjay the ful- 
nefſe of happinetle at the right hand of Chrilt, 
and all glorious and blefled Union and Com- 
munion wih God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, and with innumera- 
ble and blefled Angels and Saints, even he 
|ſoules of juſt men made perſeft, even for ever 
andever. O my ſonle praiſe thou the Lord; 
praiſe ye the Lord, 


glorife God by this means, and do good ing 
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Cbrifliau Friend, By reaſon of the Author lving,far from 
London, ad alſo ha urgent 1mployments bindring bim that 
be could not attend the Preſſe there bath ſo.at faults eſcaped, 
and are bere inſerted in this enſuing Errata, which thou 
maieſt be bleaſed to mend with thy Pen,8&c, 


In the Pacernal Advice in p.21.1.11.f,groansr.greve. 
[n the Epiſtle Dedicator, p. 2. 1, 22, f. and r, for. 1.28. 
I, 4s up0Re 
Page 2 line 29 for a, rexd the. p.1rt I, 32 &3 3 f.po- 
yerty r,peznry. the ſame 1.f.deſtruion r.diflraftion, p.rz 
1.21 f.with r.int0.p,24 1.26 pur a period at expcAed,p.28 
1.18 £chefe r.thoſe. p.36 1.31 f, prove r,«pprove.p.z7 l.tt 
f.churliſh r. a churliſh, 1.25 r. as fi. p. 381.8 f.ſtone ras 
flone.p.39 1.7 r. be too nice, p.qg 1.1 tſpirituall r,fpecied. 
p.q461 9 t.unhandſomer, unwholſome. p.5el.xy f.over 
revearp.stl.6rc muubworne.l.is f,Hoſ.r,Heff.p.g3 1.1 
funto r.in.p.95 1.13 dele no. I, 15 dele the, pare 11g 
f.concerned r,oovceraeth, 1.32 f. doth r.ſhould,p.141 1.10 
f.dury r.Deity. p.143 1.27 f.his r,thy. p.152 1.16 f.com- 
mand r,examples.1,19 f.thirdly r.,fecoxdly. p.164 1.6 r, the 
eternal; p.169 1.19 r. not what u ſbe. p.17; 1:6 rato the, 
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